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9 2. Eaut y, Madam, has fo much . , 
3 -ficacy over the generality of 
Mankind, that it extracts pitty q 
from the Hearts of the moſt Sa- 
wage and Barbarous, when in di» 
Freſs ; nobler Accompliſhments or 
more perfect Beauty, never was 
any Perfon endowed with, then the 4 
unhappy Prazimene ; yet all the | 
Advantages of a moſt illuſtrious 7 
Birth, an Education ſuitable and 
proport ionable, with all thoſe ad- 
mirable Perfections and Qualiſen- 
tons, joyn d with a moſt dazling 
and ſurprizing Sweetneſs both of 
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| Neath and Beauty (which renders 


your Ser Divine) could not protect 
the Innocent, tho Unfortunate 


Prazimene, from feeling the ſeve- 
reſt Strokes of Fortune. Whither 


therefore /hall ſhe fly but to your in- 
: comparable Self for pity: You, | 
Madam, who with all Advantage ; 
may vie with her in all things but 
her Miſeries. She implores your 


charming Goodneſs to take her un- 


der your Wings; there ſhe is ſure | 
to be /helterel from the further 
| Frowns of her jad Fate and De- 

tiny; whilS} I beg leave to be per- 


mitted to be the eternal admirer 0 


þ many Virtues which ſhine ſo emi- 


il N in your whole conpaſare, and 


to wen vibe Ll elf, 
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0 Lee ee being 5 . 


; ſible that her Deſigns wou = 
WW ver prove ſucceſsful,” by thoſe In- 
1 ventions which with © = U 

rioſiy ſhe had endeavoured 3» 3 
ot; and that the Teſtimonies 8781 NR: > * 


ih ps and the Tranſports of her iin 72 
always received with an equal Tad! 

by 17elifrateg., and that it w ofſile, 
tr that Eminent Courage, 10 Bir Fi imſelk 
to be daunted, u the menaces and thre; 4 
of Revenge, as td give way to the Ch aß 
of Unlayyful Pleafures, judged rightly, tha 
the Exceſs of his Vertue, the real Calle © - | 
of his Diſdain. es, laid be, 
drep 5 but Precincts being „ 
loſes his Glory ; his obiage,; Hh ic 3 
zirc or ſnatch from the Aihnes Where 
15 the cauſe which makes N e Fa- 
vours, Which I have ſo” li 
lum; ſimce it is not likely, - Wat. 
thould tatherto preſerve. a Fig 
which he can expect neg war: 
tunes: He prefers a Trumpf | 
Soldiers, | 


Cruel AMeliftrate! Where ſhall a Virtue, ſo 
ſure as yours, be found? Are you afraid, 
chat a little Inconſtancy wil Raviſh from {&-- 
you the - ity of a Hero? That God, 
- which we adore, and from whom my Spouſe i 
_ draws his Beginning, is he not as well Fam'd | 
for the Diverfity. of his Amours, as by the 
Grandeur of his Power? and will not his 
Example ſhake your Conſtancy? Ah 

Moliſtrate] 1 am Inſenſible, as we 7. 

; 7 


\ my” Careſſes roving you always Cruel, | 
b and your Diſdain proving me ever in Love. 


I beſe Words pronounc'd' with an exceſs of 


eos, were fo often Interrupted by 
dbat che ſcarce knew what the faid ; | 
Yah Fe enough, but her Judgment never | 
| * followed her Complaints; but when ſhe pro- 
| Zmouncd the Name of the Generous Aeli- 


de Violence of her Thoughts. Thus 
_ ©" Ini Great Princeſs, ignobly ſubmitted to the 
es of an, Unjult Love, and thoſe Brave 
| ons which made her Adored by the Sub- 
es of the Great Mins, were now changed Ml | 
Ai quite dlifferent Employments, and againſt Wl | 
ieh, 0 {Fees ſhe had teftify'd a wonder- 
 , fit Averhon; the cloſeſt Pleaſures were now!! 
geber — 1 of oo of War; the Re- 
e Walks to that Marvellous aud 


but ſcarce wo 
lon of thoſe TT” 


the Trovph of ot Wenden * 
to partake- of. the Glory of his Conqueſts, 
he x place to Infamous and A th- 
. tentions. Her Eyes no longer Shin with 
that Chaſt, and yet Triumphant Luſte, 


which was wont to infuſe Courage 
the molt Effeminate Soldiers. That Gra 
vity, which alone was capa ble, pt. J 
Conſideration of the Great. NA 188 
now no longer to be ſeen, an tht Ne o 
ligence, which ſhe affected as an 1 
rable Companion of her Chafti Vas - 
changed to a Curious Setting ry "= 
Perſon, and her Hair was ſet forth ith 4 
{o much Artifi ce, that it was taken a Note J 
of by all the World; ſhe was covered with + 
Powder, but not with this 'of a 
In a word, the W, es, of wh ich. 
then ſhe knew not the le, the Gatidinilfs - 
of her Apparel, which till then ſhe-baſt 
abhorred, and all other her Fre a tf, 

to her \ ords 1 5 RY 'Y 
Wes 


Altera tion, She 
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4 
Ipires us withal 
Heaven and 
to what a Degree 
and althe neither 


why ay Dearel Meliftrate; 


Paſſion 15 rais d; 


Horror, yet they ſhall Suffer it; if my 


* * 5 W of the whole World : 


—— 


1 
the Yee 
2 1 ee your Life and do not re- 


Death : 


© * m 

Days It * certain, that in an 
rw Mac's, Death cannot be but 
fince it will put an end 
may Triumels; fo for who knows, but 
Overthrow may fully them, 
Gn gue Fl Ore that yea” Empire will 


a mayy Kingdoms, 


{hall be made ſenſible, | 
Learn it without ö 


Affection cannot move you, alth my De- 
bs axe Secret; if to treat with you, as 
bdbther Women do, is to render me diſa- 
| | — to your Eyes, and render you In- 

; 5 ſible to my Love, I will quit thoſe 
Wer Methods „ and Act fo Publickly, 
xt it ſhalf become the Wonder of an 

e, the Diſcourſe of all Mouths, and 


if Ambition be the End which 
poſe, that ſhall be ſatisfied in the MF 
| manuer , provided my Paſſion be 
t anſwered. Pardon me, Oh Glorious 
om. if this Fatal Diſorder, obliges me 
Extinguith the Hymenian Torch, to II- 
Juminate 2. other, "whack burns ſo vio- | 
"Tei Heart: Pardon me, I ſay, if 
of my Deſires obliges me to 


of” 1 5 ſince I f 
Boes 2 —— of i 
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Prazimene.. | 5 
Generouſly Conquered by your Arms 
Ah! Great Prince, it is nich A bater to- 
Dye ſoon, and Glorionſly, than VE 
longer, and behold the Decay 
* Grand r and Honour, It ſeems, as * 
this Affection, with which my Heart is ſo 
repleat, was a neceſſary Inſpi r for 
thee to put a Glorious Bnd to fo many. 
Conqueſts: In a word, thou * going to 
be Indebted to me for thine Eternal Re- 
nownz inſomuch, that it wilÞ ſeem, as if 
Y thy Latisfaction and mine were both 125 
ned in their Effects, altho infinitely di | 
rent in their Cauſes: But after all, Great 
Conqueror, how often have you proteſted, 
that you Preferrd my Will and Plcaſare 
to your Victories; how often have y 
laid that you would purchaſe them oY 
the Price of your Blood? No then it & 1 
that 1 challenge your Performance; your 
Royal Faith cught exactly to- be. obſerv'd,.' 
eipectally where freely engag d and not com- 
5 d : Take therefore in good part the fatal. 
Refolution I have taken, die therefore to 
make me live; and ſince the certain Sei- 
ty of thy. Fame is in the compaſs of ] 
Love, permit me to deceive thee, bine M 
Crime renders thee Immortal; This un- | 
heard of Deſign being taken, Bi nn 
OT; 2 2 e 
to ſee the Execution, 
wholly emp ES on A =, com aſs.) 
it; nor dich 114 
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6 .  Pratimene. 5 
mitting to defer it, fhe began that Scene 
of Horrour with Sighs and Tears. Ninus, 
Who was wholly taken up in State Affairs, 
of which the Wars was his chiefeſt Care, 
gave himſelf not time to ſearch into the 
occaſion of the Change he obſerv'd in his 

Queen : He had taken Notice of her different 
way of Living from what the was us d to 

do, but never imagined the Cauſe: The 

„ N had ſo often given him of a 
mcere Affection, the Hardſhips 
him to the Hazards of the Wars, and that 
general indifference ſhe had made appear 
for all things which did not immediately 


himſelf ſearching fot Reaſons to excuſe her 
Alteration, of which he ſaw the leaſt part, 
3 and ſeem'd to be an unhappy Inſtrument 
and Forwarder of his own Misfortunes, 
that it was to render her ſelf itill more a- 
grceable to him, confeſſing that thoſe af- 
Ways which the wretched Semiramis 
prRaarsd, to be. more taking than that 
charming Modely with which the us'd to 
Fecerve-» his - Embraces. In a word, that 
which, ought t 


g | R , a VI. 
be which: that deteſtable Princeſs 
| mitte, Whoſe ind Paſſion clouded the 
|: zal Diadem., and inſtead of mecting 
"yl © that Love which ſhe expect- 
83 4 we P 4 : wy 
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ich alſo gave way for 


A, 


R. and © | 
had andergone rather than to abandon 


concern him, were to him ſuthcient Proofs of 3 
the Sincerity of her Love: He flatter d 


o have raisd his Suſpitions, 1 
charmd and blinded him 


„ > on 


A i produc d. The great Nins, who was 


maginable means to divert her, and fear- 


ed, rais'd nothing but Contempt and Ma» 
tred in the Breaſt of Melia. To ex-. 
ecute her bloody Intentions, ſhe made uſe 
of the common Arms belonging to her 
Sex; the feigned a Mclancholy* for ſome 
Days, and ſuited her Actions ſo well to 
it, that her Sadneſs, accompanied with 
Tears moſt artfully ſhed, intermixt with 
Sighs as cunningly vented, ſeem d to pro- 
ceed from a Cauſe quite different to what 


not capable of receiving a more perfect. 
Toy than what he drew from the Satisfa+ 
ction of this ungrateſut Woman, could 
reliſh none whilſt her Eyes were bedew'd 
with Tears, and her Countenance languiſh- 
ing and pale, he endeavourd by all 1 


ing to become importunate, ſhould he. 
ſollicite her to tell the cauſe of her Sadneis, 
he forbore for ſome time, altho he was ve- | 
ry deſirous to know it, to the end that he 
might put an end to it: Semiramis, never- 4 
theleſs, wiſhing for nothing more than to 
find that great Deſire in him to be in- 
form d, to the end ſhe might have — 2 

portunity to forward her Deſign, ſo 
tlely diſſempled, that ſne ſeem d to 
8 on her Grief ad: 
purpoſe, as it were, tg it fr 
King This Counter fei 
on her- patt, that at Rngth 
that deplorable end which 


323 * 


it | 
+ 


aui could no longer forbear (one 2 s he 
met her malkung in thoſe ſtately Gardens 


of Babylon) to ask her the Cauſe of that Al- 
teration which he perceiv'd. Þ have, 


tent, which has innocently. been procured | 


me inſupportable Griefs and Anguiſh. Is 
it not juſt, Madam, that I ſhould find 
cout the Cauſe of an Evil ſo extraordinary 
dy all thoſe ways I can think of? Yes cer- 
tainly, my Lord, (anſwer d ſhe) quite fur- * 
pris d, (and as if juſt come out of ſome deep 
34 Meditation) your Health and Intereſt being 
'7 that of the whole Empire and mine, I have 
* great reaſon not to permit you to neglect it : 
f then your Majeſty has found out what will 
bring you Eaſe and Comfort, ſpare not 
thoſe things which even are Sacred, if they #$ 
are neceflary to your Preſeryation. -Ah 
Madam, reply d tlus weak Prince, blindes 
with his Love, there is no need tor ſuch Re- 
} metdies, you alone can Cure me, ſince it is 
* your Sadnels alone which diſcompoſcs me: 
Lou are not ignorant that you and my {elf 
# making but ene all, it is very difficult for 
1 1 to be in Trouble and not the other 
Azobe folikewile; the Reinedy therefore that 


| ;E haye thought. of, 15 the urgent Deſire I have 
5 +6 know the gn, it is the only Eaſe which 
I can find ; therefore what oppoſes # 
+ your Mind, aBG4t; it is not in my Power 
do reſtore. 


»- +». 
82 your wonted Tempcr, I 


-Acull then at you had. reaſon to hide 
eu Oey "of ns it 


aid he, for ſome time ſuffered a Diſcon- 1 | 


me, and which, nevertheleſs, creates to 


9 r 


. but very difagreeable.; break it off I beſceoh - 
vou, leaſt my Vanity ſhould make you alter 


r EATER 


our Diſcontent, if you will declare in chat 


8  Prazimene. 1 
it from me, leaſt the Regret of not being able 
to ſerve you { caſt me inte Deſpairę: 


but ſhould it be ſomething which is diffi- 


cult, but yet poſſible to be done, I ſhould 
have reaſon to reproach you, that your 
Affection is too full of Reſpect when it re- 


quires of me notting but what is common, 
and what any other than a Monarch would - 
be willing to perform. Hold my Lord, 

faid ſhe, | diſcourſe not to me on a Subject, 
the bare Imagination of which: cannot be 


your good Intentions : It is ſufficient that 

it is what has reduc'd me as I am; but 
to ſay to What it pretends, - is what, . with 

your Leave, my. Mouth ſhalt never declare: 
This Secret then, ſaid the Prince, muſt be of 
marvelous Conſequence, ſince you are ſo re- 
ſolved to conceal it. Acknowledge at the 
{ame time that you deſire to fee me in po- 
petual Torture; tell me that my. Deaths 
one of your greateſt Wiſhes; all which yan, . 

in fact, do in hiding from me the Cauſe t 
your - Sadneſs : But why; Ambitiom you 
ſeem to acknowledge is the cauſe of. your 4 
Change; . ſurely it is eaſy to put an end. to 


it conſiſts. The faireſt and gytateſt part ũ u! 
the World acknowledge me their ooh omni 4 
but if you deſire that our Power ſhould. - 
tend it ſelf farther, the tWo other pan tot. 
the unconquer d World ſhalli e N long d- 
mit to ou Empire: Say but any thatthe - | 
„ „  -» "RT 
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| - 10 <P * Sraziere. 
li Propoſition is agreeable to yotir Deſire, and | 
vou ſhall, forthwith behold the Effects: 
i And if this is not enough, I will un- 
dertake yet more for your Satisfaction, 
cauſing you to be Proclaimed Queen of 
the Univerſal World; I will not fo: much 
as be Partaker with you in the Govern- 
ment thereof, you ſhall be Sovereign un | 
all Reſpects; and it will be more plea- 
Unt to me to obey you, and ſee your Con- 
tent, than to Reign my ſeif at the expence 
of your Joy and Satisfaction. There: giving 
leave to ſome Sighs, he beheld her with 


* 14 d 
2 4 mo 
S c 


— * full ok Love, and not being able 
after what manner to make appear to her, 
that in her alone conſiſted his Happineſs, 
de went beyond all meaſure to let her now 
that his Words and Actions were paraliel: 
No, fait he, I will not ſtop at theſe things 
I have mentioned, I will proceed farther, 
and raiſe your Ambition to that degree that 
4 : — never was before. When I ſhall |: 
become the Conqueror of the World, 1 
will order that you thall. be the only Dei- 
1 Temples, and the Object of their 
0 Sacriſices: And to move the People by Ex- 
ma mpie, I will begin the firſt to offer Incenſe 
an Vows to you, ſo that whoever ſhall be 
unting to render you thoſe juſt Devoirs, W 
mall be held doubly Guilty, joyning the 
| - defpiting of my Commands to the diſre- 
ipect ot the Deity : After this can I leave 
Fe thing undone to fulfil - your Deſires? 
ed now you liave Freedom to diſ- 
e 25 cover 
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* 
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EE. 
ater Diſcontents, propoſe them 
s: then adam, and believe- thee nothing | 
m- but Impoſſibility it felf can deprive yo 
n, of the hopes of having it effected. Alas; 1 
O18 anfwerd: that 'perfidions Creature, (ſeein- 
nine to be ſenſibly touch'd with that excels . 
of Love, but in effect more obſtinate in 
her pernicious Deſigns) It is not from this. 
Day that you begin to give me to underſtand 
that you have not for me an ordinary Aﬀe- 
ace ction; that glorious Day to me in which 
ng you became ſenſible of my Ctrarms, you was 
not only contented to give back again to 
the Aſcalonites that Liberty which by Right- 
of War they had loſt, but you enlarg'd their 
Priviledges to that degree, by the weak In 
fluence of my Eyes, that from being a Con- 
queror you became a Captive :. Theſe were, 
great King, the firſt Proofs of that Paſhon 
which you felt for me; Re that, what 
have you not done, and what is it that yor. 
will not undertake for my ſake wm 2 | 
pos 
Va- 


. 


have not? I know that you never pro 
any thing executed; however, attho'm 
mty is not rais d to that degree as to dgtive the . 
Performance of ſuch great Proffers, hut that - 
nie leß ought to content it, yet I dare not 

; F diſcover it to you, conſidering that Þ have 

ever been unworthy of 8 7 

vours, and therefore ſhall fill main more 
nnworthy of theſe latter. Thus that ſname- 
leſs Princeſs , in feemingly oppoſing the 
great deſire which the King had to learn The |} 
occaſion of her Gricf, endeavour d to 4 


| kis Curioſity to the utmoſt Extremity, to the 
end that his Sollicitation ſhould make it ap- 
pear the leſs Criminal, and whatever paſſho- 
nate Expreſſions he made uſe of, yet ſhe would 
never condeſcend to diſcover the Secret to 
him; until finding, that from his Entrea- 
ties, he began to be in real Paſſion, and to 
uſe his Authority, ſhe judged, that then 
F was the proper time to effect her deſign : 
Well then, Gd ſhe, letting fall ſome tears) 
ſince you have laid Jour — on me, 
I will endeavour to Obey you; but let your 
Majeſty; conſider, if you pleaſe, that it is 
that which obliges me to commit this rath- 
neſs; and altho I have been guilty in hav- 
ing it ſometimes in my Thoughts, before 1 
” gifcovercd it to you, yet the Reproach will 
de ſooner caſt upon you than me; ſince I 
' have always had as much Diſcretion to Con- 
ceal it, as I have had Preſumption to con- 
ceive it; and that after having judged me 
Criminal, you have not only Forgave the 
Conception of thoſe Thoughts; but have 
ikewiſe reſolved, that I ſhall proceed to the 
% Execution of them: There is no need, 


| that your Arms ſhould add the remaining 
= gdoms of the World to the Empire ot 
wiz «Ah 


to fatisfy my Ambition: There is no 
need that Love ſhoul d render you an I- 
| 1 dolater, nox that you ſhould communicate 


your Adoration to the whole World on this 
2 But (there laying her Hands over 


es, as to hide the Change which ap- 


peared) permit me to ſet alone upon the 
= r 


Od - : 


3281827 1 


than Ordinary Qualities) that L have np» 


| laid aloud, that I had the! 
in the Shape of a Woman; but I will add 


Ys. as 
any of your dtate men, W. Genrrals. Per- 


Throne, and as Sovereign, to diſpoſe of AF- 
fairs of State. Do not beliere, 2 
the, with more Aſſurance, than ſhe had be- 
fore made appear, that it is upon any De- 
ſign; that I would hide it from you: FE 
do preſume, ſuch is the Harmony in our A- 
fections, that what is pleaſing ta me, 8 1 
be diſagreeable ta you: Inſomuch, that 
how Important ſoever may be my Deſigns, 
I would not make Choice of a more Faith- | 
than my King and my Spouſe. ,_ You know 
very well, Dread Sovereign, and I am going 

to ſpeak it, more for your Glory than for any 
Vanity, I dare pretend to from thence, 

(Knowing that. it is Impoſſihle to be your 
Queen, and not be Endued wäüth mare 


pcar d, Woman as I am, as much above your + 
Generals in Valour, as my Glory has always 
been beneath yours : Nevertheleſs, I find 
my ſelf left out in the Management of 
Affairs, whilſt thoſe, ho have nothing more 
recommendable in them, but the quality of 
being Men, are Partakers of ycur Secrets, 
and have the Advantage of Commanding: 
It is this, O Victorious Prince, which trou- 
bles me, and it is in this that I with 
them, who in the Utmoſt of their Praiſes, | 
& of: a Hero 


further, and fay, and one that is as capa- | 
ble of Governing in the-ſaweGapacit 


mit 


"| — 5 ke of the 


ST ax Trainee. 


Hours put an end to a vaſt Ambition : 
me have in my Hands, for ſome ſew Mo 
Ie the Reigns of 4 Sway and Em- 
pire. and rtr A our ſel 

à Woman make all the other Kings upon 
Buch Bluch at the Sovereign Command 
dne Day: It will be. a Memorial, both 
2 you, and Glorious to 


| |: Great Minus had pro- 
auc en — of the Sovereign Au- 


shority, and drawing thence an Admi- 


rale 


Com, ſhall fay, how Excellent and Great 
were the Men of that Age, ſince the Wo- 


1 men had performed ſuch Noble Actions: 
tis faction to my Mind, the Sadneis of which 


the gr 


the Con 
12. 
Tit houldden 


ife to the Husband : But if you 
— * Requeſt, promiſe me to en- 

lot it from ydur Memory, to the 
, not joyn to the Shame of a 
an Apprehenſion of Fear to 


King, (having a 
— a ta valions do 3 sf 
fs © 


* 
* 


mit chen ( act Monarch) that a few 


the Pleature, to ee 


ir Nephews ſhall. wr | 
Conſequence of. to * an A- 


But above all, you will reſtore Joy and Sa- 


has created yours; you will gratifre me with 

tell Proc that your Friendſhip 

'Þ honour ine withal, and you will ren- 
jt der your If ſo much the more conſiderable, 
B 1on which ou ht to be made 


appear 
before your Majeſty, for having deſued what 
you thought fit not to Grant, and was diſa- 
greeable to vonn What needs, ſaid the 
red very attentive to her 


A 


of them to Obtain what you ſo ardently de- 


te BIS as © it ad he 


will my Boldneſs carry me: I ask of. 


/ ES. GE. 4 At 


Pratimetie.. 5 15 


{ire? do you not knoyv, that I had conſented 
toit, before I was Informed what it Was 
Perhaps this Requeſt had not been ſo fav -* 
rably received, had I deen Maſten of tefs 
Love and Affection; but having fot Samira 

nus ſuch powerful Inclinations, I ſee 
by her means, and have Triumpht over fb 
many Nations, but for Love of hert Let her 
therefore, Enjoy if the pleaſes the Fruits f 
my Labours, and her on; but it muſt be, 
without having any thought which-thowta 
any wiſe Trouble the Enjoy ment of it; fijice, 
knowing it to be an Addition to my Glory, 
Lam fo far from offering her the Poſſeſſon 

with Regret, that I conſent to it wih 
as much Ardour as your Deſires. Les, 
Dear Kiranis, I will Aſſemble all ] 
Grandees, and Power, and by a Celebri- 


ted Reſignation of my Autherity, I will 


Eſtabliſh yours, in their Preſence, for ſo Jong 
time, as you ſhall think fit, to ſatisfie your 
Generous Ambition: The Term of one Day 
will ſuffice (anſwered (he, very readily 2.00 
Satiate this Diſorderly Paſſion: But, eat 
King, (continued ſhe) with an Action more - 
Compos'd and Reſerved) - to what Height 


a Favour, the Obtaining-of which is KAN 
to be Imagined, and nevertheleſs, 3 


endeavouring to govern it, according foyour | 


Will, I my felt Prefcribeithe Limits; 1 a 
the Fetit ionen fund yet give the Directions 
how my Req Add be? unted; my 


* A 
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Raſhneß is too much to bear, * I Som 
demn it as juſtly, as I have with Confidence | 

made it manifeſt to you: Altho' Niuus felt 
1 2 himſelf ſome Alteration, which ſeem- 
= ed regugnant to his Promiſe, and that his 
=. Hear by Unuſual Throbbs, deem d to Con- 
1 = Affurances, which he had given, 
yet his Love notwithſtanding: carried him 
. ba ws 3 and * 5 
ens, * ic extraordinary tions, 
bad Imprinted in his Mind; fo that having 
3 a his Promiſe, he had —— 
Ts of keeping it; he laid one Hand on her 
th to oblige her to Silence, and immedi- 
ately joy ning his own, teſtifyd by a Lan- 
guage interrupted with Kiſſes, "that he would 
no longer hear her pronounce: thaſe Words | 
olf Vanity and Janes; ; and that he was 
too Gloriong-in having a Wife who anſwer d 
gas well to the Greatneſs of his Affections as 
dothat of his Courage and Grandeur « Thoſe 
Crates were. ſo far from ſoſtning the Heart 
of that perfidious Queen, pang their 
* bolt Impreſſions/ any glimpſe of Humanity 
pi | 1 ng her Soul, t ſhe look'd On 
| rtunate ; fo that without the 
b ling, of which ſhe was an 
Su e Proficient, he never had oecaſion 
ke Bar *þ Shew to the Prejudice of her 
hole Lips were ſtill to the great 
Nn infectious and poyſond Fruit , 
which, was all that be * 1 
thence ; aud more he could Ar 
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Prazimene. 17 
ithout looſing the Impreſſion of thoſe dead- 

ly Sweets, left her with a Reſolution to give 
her all the Proofs of a moſt wonderful Com- 
plaiſance. He causd his principal Offs 
and Miniſters of State to aſſemble, an&by. 
a Diſcourſe which he made to them, and, 


which rather ſeem'd to proceed from his 


own Will than from the irregular Deſires of - 
the Queen, did declare to them the deſign he 


had to honour her with the moſt Eminent 


Marks and Demonſtrations. that were in his 
Power. This was a fair Prologue to his Mis- 
fortune, and to take off from the perſidious 
Semiramis all the Suſpitions, which the de- 
ſire of Reigning might have cauſed that illu- 

ſtrious Aſſembly to have cenſur d her for, 


bad' the over-credulous Ninus given them to 


underſtand that he came to that Reſolu- 
tion only fos her Satisfaction, and to gra- 
tifie her deſire. They were all ſeizd with 
Amazement, and whatever this great Mo- 
narch demanded, there was not one, Who 
in the doubt they were in, was: capable f 
framing an Auſwer to his Satisfaction: At 


length the Prince propos d, and came to a 
concluſion by Hagel and, as if his Will 15 


declax d by an, abſotute Authority, which 
he was forced to make uſe of, had given 
Liberty to their Tongues, they almoſt all 
8 to app r 91 2 oY | 

the Report Was got amongſt the People 
the ſtrange D be K bed taken x every 
one b Opinion, Jome one way, ſome. 
aother, without R or imaginin 


0 
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the ſtrange Event it was to roduce; but all 
in general were ſtrangely prizd to hear 
that they were going to loſe their Prince, 
wWirbout being depriv'd of him by Death, 
- of that ſome powerful Enemy bad rob d 
dim of his Crown, after having generouſly 
conquer d him. The Day being appoint- 
ed on which he had refoly'd to diveſt him- 
ſelf, never to be reinſtated, Diſpatehes were 
ſent throughout the whole Em pate, to com- 
all the Grandees to be preſent and at- 
ſting at this moſt wonderful Action; and 
befote the limited time was expired one 
might behold in Babylon, where nevertheleſs 
aſtho' the Sight was Aarieg ſuch Magnifi- 
cent Preparations, yet the Mind 1 
in ſuſpence of what would be the Effect of 
10 3 a Reſolution. Whilſt things are 
innoceutly preparing for the Rately-Fuyerals 
of their King, and that the Throne is adorn- 
ed with the richeſt Ornaments to ſerve 
him for a Bier, the crue! Smiramis on her 
part yo Orders, that ſhe may not fai! in 
| 22 nterprife, without all Controrerſy, 
that at that time ſhe not only was fenſible of 
me Attacks of ſome Repatifince, but likewiſc 
f Inſpiration, Which endeavpur d to 17 

her from executing her Deſigns: She appe 
Aexertheleſs conſtant and 1 in the ech 


.E "Ther le g e wes the 
ew d her In as t was the 
Krſt Affault that Get © bildes 


10 Tikewife was it the iff? ba. we 18 j 
ke, To-fativfre £ wy "Doves" Which cit — l 


3 


3 19 
muſt languiſh ſo long as this Husband proves 
an Obſtacle to it, and which will receive 
new Vigour by his Death: At theſe Words, 
with Demonſtrations equal to her Courage, 
that is to ſay, with Commands full of Vi&e 
lence, with Actions diſcompos d, and 4 


Clerzane to bring to her Cloſet Merzabane 


He was one of the Grandees of Aria, who, 


tho' ſuſpected by his Prince for thoſe Quali- 
ties of which he was a Maſter , yet was ſup- 
ported, or to ſay better, was powerfully 
rats d by the Queen, and to whom ſhe had 
always teſtified a great Kindneſs ever ſince 
that fatal Employ of which the growing 
Love of his King to Semiramis had held him 
to be worthy ; thither then he went as ſoon 
as he had received her Commands, and ob- 
ſerving in her Countenance an extraordinary 


equal almoſt to his Crimes; with Juſtice he 


ountenance enflamed, ſhe gave a Charge to 


Emotion, became fearful and apprehenſire 


might have expected a due Puniſhment, which 


his wounded Conſeience was continually | 
lenſible of; but now his Fears were ground- - 
leſs, ſince the Princeſſes Commands ſo well 


ſuited with his wicked Inclinations-. Mer- 


⁊abane, {aid {he to him, I ſhall not make uſe 
of a {et Speech to you, mingled with Intrea- 
tics, I ſhall make uſe of my Power, and com- 
mand you to execute a thing where yourlnte- 


©. 


relt may anſwer my Satisfaction: there ma- ©, 


king a Pauſe, the beheld him, when ons 


ludden (he continued, Lask at yotis Halt 
the Death of Nin to fender mr , 


. "_ 4+ * . | 3 
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and to clear thoſe Doubts with which your 


 Mind-ſcems to be agitated : I have pitchd FI; 
upon you to be the Executioner of this Un- 
Lech as the only Perſon who is ſtrict- Ig 
ly oblig'd to ſerve me: I perceive you trem- I 
ble, and that you will no ſooner be awake- EW: 
ned out of your Aſtoniſhment, than that you ©. 
will intreat to know the Cauſe; but be alſu- W 7 
red, that your inquiry into any thing, but II; 
to be inſtructed in the Means how to com- n 
paſs it, will infinitely leſſen the Obligation. U 
Then telling him that ſhe had obtained of Ip 
the King the abſolute Command for ſome I 
Hours, and that it was by that means ſhe pre- I. 
tended to effect her Deſign, She continued in F > 
Adheſe Words, I have not exacted from you F , 
any Words extraordinary, to give me Aſſu- f 
rance of your Fidelity; I have not engag d F . 
Ex, to keep it ſecret ſhould your Courage g 
ul in the Enterprize, nor have L made ap- I 
pear by one fingle Word, or Action, that 1, 
diſtruſted Merrabane, well knowing, that 


the Honour I do him, in repofing that Con- 
 ngence, and putting it into his Power to 1 


* 


 ferve, is a ſufficient Reaſon to render bim 6 
thiul, 


faithful. Obſerve then, (if you have Wc 
Reſolution enough to obey me) Rouze up = 


what the Attempt requires, or elſe behold a 


Courage, and if it anſwers not, to . 


Woman execute what the only propos d to i 
ae; ſince after your Refuſal, ſhe will have I 5 
peed of Admirers, more than of Sarets with > 
- Her in ſo great an Action, The \ rrupted FF o 
Kail „ dating this e FH a] 
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by degrees to recollect himſelf: He began to 


conſider, thet in two parts of her Diſcourſe, 


the ſcem'd to hint at; and mingle her Satis- 


faction with the Intereſt he ought to have 
in the Death of the King. This Thought 


gave him to Underſtand, that the Wicked 


Semiramis, did as good as tell him, altho' ſhe 


did not altogether explain her felf, that it 
would be for his Advantage, if ſne Surrwd 


her Husband ; that if he thould mils of her 


Favour, he would have both the Gods and 


Men againſt him, and that it was (he a- 


lone protected him againſt Both; after ha- 


ving conſidered then, that by the Executiort 


of to-unheard of an Undertaking, he ſhould 
find a ſupport, he reſolved to perform it; 
and ſerve himſelf, in ſerving ſuch a Mon- 
Rer. Madam, anſwered he, I ſhall not call 
to my Aſſiſtance, the Proofs I have always 


given yon, of a Fidelity and Equality, of 


which, perhaps, you cannot find in any of 


your Subjects, throughout the whole" Exreft 


of your Great Empire: Ihope it ma 


ice, to proteſt to you, that ſich has been my 
Obedience for your Service, that I Hexer 10 


much as Conſuſted my Reaſon, but BHnd- 


ed have gone on, and in Anſwer to whith; 


your Bounty has always been Unlimited: 
towards me; permit me then a little to Com 
＋ Wow that I may have the Liberty 
y, that either you have entirely forgot itt 


. #< 
„ * 
. 


- 
rg E 1 
e 


or that your new Deſigns deprives. you rot 4 


all other Remembrance; whilt that ale 


Le your Thoughts, Bur, Great Queen, | 


5 
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without trifling away of time upon thoſe Te- 
ſtimonies of Sorrow, which cannot be diſ- 
pleaſing to you, permit me to diſſemble it, 
and that in Lieu thereof, I let you ſee an 
Extream Deſire to know what Order 7 ought il 
to obſerve, to Satisfie you, to the end that 
by Proofs altogether apparent, you may be 
oblig d to own that my Fidelity never had 
any other Object, than your Self: The Queen 
extreamly ſatisfi d, in hearing that the Reſo- 
lution of Merzabane, concurr d with her 
_ own, Sweetned the Severity, both of her | 
Words and Actions. To Engage him the 
further in her Service, ſhe declared to him 
13 the violent Inclinations, which the Ment 
0 of Meliſtrate had raiſed in her Breaſt, and | 
 paſling thence to other Secrets, diſclo- | 
dd to bim ber Mind with as great aFreedom, 
4 zs if the had been talking of his own. At 
length ſhe told him that the day on which 
Mus (ſhould declare her on his abſolute over 
| Dominions, ought to be the fame, in which 
te hopd-to-put an End to that Power; 
1 and from having a Companion to reſt it ſole- 
| ty in her ſelf,  puting Merzabaze in hopes 
E the AHrian Crown. She was forc d to 
_ have recourſe to Flattery, to ſooth his Vanity. 
in erder, throughly to obtain that of him 
Ppich the had been ſo long aiming at, withy 
* þ nevertheleſs any thing, but bare 
e; and without downgight pro- 
Share - aj of of Sovereign 


iat manner 
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diſſwade him from obſerving his Promiſe, or 
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of her Mind from him, but in that ſole Point; 
leaſt the n ſceing an unknown Per- 
ſon, as Meliftrate was, Seated on one of the 
molt ſplendid Thrones in the World, ſhould 


at leaſt ſhould leſſen the Deſire, which he had 
teſtified with ſo much Fervency and At- 
fection for the Execution of that fatal Un- 
dertaking ; He then ſolemnly proteſted to 
her that he would be the firſt that ſhould give 
the fatal Blow in the Breaſt of his King, and 
promiſed further that he would fill the Court 
ſo full of his Partiſans, that ſnould it come to 
open Force, they thould be able to Save and 
Defend themſelves: At laſt the Day equally 
deſired by all, but upon different Accounts, 
arriv'd, and although all the Preparations 
were carried on with an extraordinary Mag» 
nificence, yet what was neceſſary to render 

the Ceremony compleat, was wanting; a 
certain Sadnels ſeem d to reign every where, 
which was of that fort, which ſeems to fore» © 
tell ſome unhappy or fatalAccident,inlomuch 
that whatever glittering of Gold and Jewels 
did appear, it ſcem'd to be Tarniſhd for want 
of a certain Gaiety »nd Mirth, which uſual +. 
ly attend fuch Ceremonies. In fige, thegreat”  * 
Hall of the Palace, where this celebrated”  * 
Action was to be perform d, was open, 
and all plac d themſelves according to theft 
teſpectire Qualities, The Throne was comms + | 
psd of a Matter lo excellent, that in . 

it excecded the richeſt of Metals; ine 
that ſo extraordinary an Embcliſlynent had 


4 gh 
4 


been to no ptirpoſe, had not the Royal Ma- 
jeſty, which ſet thereon, added to it as a Su- 


| | perfſuity, rather for a Mark of his Grandeur, 


than out of any other Neceſſity. In fine, it 


© was enrich d with ſo great a quantity of 
precious Stones, and they ſo admirably ſet 


being able te diſcern, whether it was the 


and ordered, that it repreſented the Victories 
and Conqueſts of the great Ninus; without 


Ma.atter or the Diamonds, which fram d thoſe 


ſerve the greateſt Prince upon the Earth. 


pleaſing and agreeable Objects. The Aſcent 
to the Throne was by ten Steps, covered oer 
with fo rich a Tapiliry, that it ſuffices to | 
ft forth the Excellency thereof, in faying, | 


that it was a Foot-cloth alone worthy to 


The Hall covered over with Hangings of 


Sold, continued in divers Colours; thc 
Repreſentation of thoſe Conqueſts of which 


me Throne compos d the Beginning, and 


the Sun ſhining through from ſeveral Places, 


3 upon the leaſt Reflection made it ſoDazling, 
that one could with difficulty behold them. 
| There were Seats covered ſomething different 
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* = from the Throne, which were more raiſed, 
Pere the 1185 which were Tributary to 
0 


+ narchy, uſed to ſeat them- 
_Telves; and when at any time they were pre- 
- Jent, although they were with their Crowns 


I © upon their Heads, yet they held down their 
Wo en inToken 1 it they acknowledged a 


i. - 
" 


; : 
„ 
+ 


© greater and ſupremer Power than their own; 


KC. they had the Title of Kings, 
yet bad they not the Diſpoſal and ſee Ordcr- 
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la- Wing of their Kingdoms. After them, but 

Su- WY as diſtant from theirs, as they were from the 
ur, Munbappy Ninzs, the great Officers of the 
nt Empire were plac'd, and all along in order, 
of the 5 Officers of State. About this 
ſet Royal and Ma jeſtick Aſſembly, were tbe 


ries Princes Guards in ſo great a Number, that 
out they compos'd eight Ranks, adding by 
the Mthat means to the auguſt Majeſty of ſuch 
ofe Wan Aſſembly. The great Ninus mounting 
ent Ithe Throne with the Crown, and Scepter, 
der Wand Royal Collar, (Ornaments which ſince 
to 8 


ave paſt away to the Medes and Perfians) 
when the Empire of Aſyrie ſuffered their 
firſt Revolutions, he perform'd it with a 
W Grace ſo Royal, that he had attracted thereb 


ot the fair but perfidious Semiramis appear d 
on his left Hand in the ſame Dreſs, in which 


1ch nn 
ind ſhe had perform'd ſo many heroick Actions, 
ces, Wand Te, interrupted the Courſe of theit 
ng, {Wilt Aſtoniſhment tocreate a ſecond yet much 
em. Nereater. This Garment, which the bad 
ent Nrewiy retaken, and which ſhe had neglectet 
ied, ter ſince that Day, wherein Aeliſtrate had 
to Hinnocently rendred her Criminal, was net 


m- iber properly a Man's Habit, nor altogether 
pre- proper to her own Sex, but ſeem d to be 
vos romposd of both; and to fay in o Word, 
heit it came very near to that under which t 

da Aon, are defcribed to us, but w nich, 


that it was not id be valued. Her Hair 
ſbich hung fe added 'a marvelous Luft, _ 
tut what Was more extraordinary, was the 
„ 


the Looks of all the Beholders to himſelf, had 


26 Prazimene. 
Cruelty of her Deſign, with which her 
Eyes and Actions ſeemed to agree. As ſoon 
| as the King was Seated, ſhe took her place, 
_ contrary to her Cuſtom, on the laſt Step of 
the Throne; and as her Preſence created a 
general Silence, he made a Speech, neither 
bong nor ſhort, but ſo well. Concerted that 
it fully dectared his Mind: The greateſt 
and chiefeſt Part of his Diſcourſe was in 
Praiſe of the counterfeit Virtue of his Queen 
of which he ſpoke more advantagiouſly, than 
of the Bounty of the God's towards him; 


N [inſomuch that in a few Words he made an 


i fſelf with fo much Paſſion, when he mention- 


ly be ie had ſhared, he Treated her in Terms of 


ö 5 the Aﬀaults where her Virtue and alone 


|  planded that active Vigilance, that wonderful 


de nightly Watchings and the daily Toik 


admirable Panegyrick ; be began with that 
yrs y Inſtance, which he term'd the dear- 
eſt of his Life, from which he delivered him- 


e the incomparable Qualities of the Queen, 
that he thereby diſcovered theSincerity of his 
Heart, and with an affected Eloquence, re- 
citing all thoſe ſeveral Conqueſts in which 


 Heroick, Invincible and Inimitable; he was 
not content to number the Combats ſhe had 
undertaken, the Battels ſhe had gained, and 


Conduct ſerved for Engins to reduce the 
Cities to his Obedience, but likewiſe ap- 


Alſiduit) and Application, the diſpiſing of 
Accommodations, and that moſt commenda- 
ble Severity a 8 The ever practis d 

in the Camp; the Sound neſs of her Judgment, 
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were 


1. * 


were highly repeated ;_ and to ſay all in one 
Word, he gave ſuch lively Prailes 19 fl he 
Actions doch b general and particu ar, that 
repreſenting things as ated and performd 
juſt in the manner he ſpoke of chem, 
he gave them I know not what, which was 
more capable of raiſing Admiration, than 
they had been juſt at the Moment thats they 
were perform d. At length he concluded; 
that forian acknowledgment worthy af huge 
pal and Renowned a Vertue, he could: think 
of no other means anſwerable to it: but: 


4 


yield to her for ſome time the Sovercigh 


Authority. At theſe words he Conjured 
them that heard hum, to conſider, that 
ſo many Perfections centring in a Print, 
they would not eſteem , themſelves Hapyx 
to become his Subjects; and ther on a? 
ing before them what he had itated, 

he added, that the like Qualities meeting in 
the Perſon of the generous eme, they ought = 
to be the more ſatisfied and 1 * | 
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| them all to retider to her their Obedience 
and Duty equall to what their Allegiance 
obliged to ſhew to im. He added 
that ke — exempt none from the Com- 
mand he had made, and moreover, that if 
chere was any Prerogative, more particular 
belonging to the Aſhrians Crown, which 
od never put in uſe, he intreated them 
his fair Queen in Mind of it, to the 
that if ſhe was limited to a Time in 
| theFubAwo he was going to take upon her, 
[| ger ſhemight not be limitted in her Power. | 
At that offering to riſe from the Throne and 
gie place to his Queen, and at the fame | 
mime, to give her the royal * in 
1 DS of her Authority ; The perfidi- 
1 erzabane;to cover, under a Pretence ap- 
|" Juft, that the execrable Attempt he 
. £008 * make, and for the better exe- 

_ cating. otwhich;. he had that day engage d 
_  #/ITratorwbe:: thatday mounted the Guards, 
mit and that he was tod faithful 2 
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ce ther commit à Fault by his Duty and Aﬀe- 
ce ction, than to commit a greater through Fear 
ed or Complaiſance; that he hoped the Queen 
n- would pardon him, if he moſt humbly re- ö 
if aqueſted her Majeſty to exempt him from the 

lar number of thoſe, over whom ſhe was to 
ch exerciſe an abſolute Power # and becauſe. he 
would not leſſen her Authority the leſs by ſo 


in ¶ Court during her ſhort Reign. It was with 

er, WH much Pain that Nins liſtned to his Words, 
rer. fince from the very beginning he refus'd to 
nd lend an Ear, but the Conſequence of the 


me Action ſeeming to permit a Liberty altoge- 
in tber particular , He ſeem'd to hear intizelys WM 
idi- ¶ cut the Speech of erzabane. and although MM 
ap- he plainly by his * made appear he was Wi 
tie diſpleas d, notwithſtanding he anſwered 


with much Sweetneſs: But when he drew 


to put 
t others 


ſmall a Remiſſneſs, he would retire flom 


„iI! RS” 
his Queen; then aſcending it again with 
her, he put on her the royal Collar, and 
gave her the Scepter, which was reſted on 
a ſtan enrich'd with Diamonds. The Eyes 
of the Court during this Action ſeem'd to 
have attracted to themſelves all the Functi- 
ons of the other Senſes, ſo powerfully were 
they taken up with this Sight, fo that there 
was hot one but was afraid ſo much as to 
wink withtheir Eyes, leaſt they ſhould loſe | 
the leaſt Circumſtance of it, nor would they 
\ ſcarce give tHemſfelves the Liberty of Brea- | 
thing; and the S:nſe of Hearing had hke- 
wile its Part in this great Ceremony, in ſo 
much that the Quickneſs and Vivacny the 
one had to obterve all was chang'd into the 
Deſire of the other to hear all. Oh ye 
Kings which are raiſcd, and who hold not- 
witbſtanding your Dependance on this Em- 
pire, faid the devefted Ninw, and you 


W./ Princes who from thence take your Origi- 


nal, and you Lords who maintain theGran- 
dcur of it, you may at this time behold up- 
on the Throne of your King, one in whom 
are all the Excellencies and Wonders met. 


| 1 Which ever was ſince the Foundation of 


this Monarchy : You may in her behold Ver- 
tue ie ſelf, ſince it is your Cuſtom to re- 
preſent her under the form of a Woman. 


1 1 h one Word, you there ſee the admirable 


Sd miramis, whote bare Actions have often 
made you ſuſpcet your den Judgments 
a well as your Eyes, in being partakers 

1 herGlory ; pay her theſe Dunes and O- 
„ 5 dedience 


PP It 
bedience which appertain to the Qual 
ſhe now poſſeſſes; deat to her the — 
Faith and Allegiance, which your Fathers 
herctofore have ſwore to my Predeceſſors, and 
which you have hkewiſe paid to me; and 
during the little time her Reign may laſt, 
oblerve for her ſo perfect and intire an Obe- 
dience, that if ſuch ſhould be her deſire, that 
it may even exceed what appertains to the 
God's themſelves. In the Interim, moſt Hlu- 
ſtrious Aſſembly, conſider me but as a pri- 
vate Perſon, fince that after having reſign d 
to her my Power, IT would not reſerve to m ye 
JW {cf the leaſt Priviledge, which ſhould ſcem 
like Authority, but only remain amongſt 
you as one of the leaſt of you. In ending 


theſe Words he took that place the Queen 
had quitted, whilſt in order the Kings, 


Princes, Lords and Officers of that great E 
pire were Sworn to that Eidelity, which is 
due from Subjects to their Sovereign; i- 
rams received them with a Countenance _ 
very grave, but not with that Aſſurance; for 
lometimes the chang'd Colour, and without 
all doubt ſhe was conſidering that the time 
was come, in Which her unjuſt Flames were 
going to be diſcovered. The Ceremony be- 
ing ended, ſhe would undertake to fpeak, 
but the remain'd as if her Tongue ſtack to 
the Palate of her Mouth, which ſurprizd the 
whole Aſſembly in ſeeming to have much to 
lay, and. yet could expreis' nothing. This 
Attempt ſhe made four or five times; at laſt, 
My Lords ſaid ſhe, -1 ſhall not queſtion nor 
e 
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call in doubt that Faith, which you juſt 
now have {worn to me; I know you arc 
too generous. to go back from your Allegi- 
ance, which ought to be inviolable after 
having proiniſs d it in fo folemn a Manner: 
Therefore it is, that after having barcly told 
you with aggravating particular Circum- 
ſtances, 1 eſteem it to be an exceſs of Cowar- 
dice andShame in this Prince, continued ſhe, 

pointing to Ninus,) to have ſo eaſily parted | 
with his Crown, to fatisfie the deſires of a 
Woman; and that he is unworthy of the 


Wit ff Throne he has juſt now quitted, fince you 
Wii are Witneſſes that he has preferr'd his Paſſi- 


ons to your Intereſts: I have now a Right 

to command, by vertue of the Power which 
has reſign'd to me, and the Faith to which 
de you have all Sworn, that by draining his 
Blood, you therein waſh away his Ignominy, 
and the juſt Reſentment you ought to have: 
Purge the Throne of this infamous Reproach, 
and that looking no longer on me for the fu- 
ture as a Woman, know, that by this juſt 
mand, if I have been capable to diſcover 
to the meanneſs of Its Heart, and to make 
you Revenge the Affront that he has offered 
to you, Lam infinitely more worthy of Go- 
verning this Empire than himſelf, and for 
whom I have acquired Glory and Renown. 


4 i There the Was ſilent, and ſeeming to animate 
buy her Actions, all thoſe to whom ſhe. dire- 
Ceed her Diſcourſe. The pitileſs Meræabane fol- 


lowed by a Band of Traitors, whom he found 


as caſie to be corrupted as himſelf, ran with 
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his Sword drawn towards the unfortunate 
Ninm, and without giving ear to thoſe 
mourning and compleining Accents which 
he uttered, thruſt it into his Body. Thou 
haſt forc'd us, ſaid he, in committing this 
execrable Parricide to pay a blind Obedience 
to one, who more worthy than thy. 
ſelf, does fill the greatcſt Throne upon 
Earth; certainly we have a great Reverence * 
for thy Commands, ſince having tuck regard. 
to thoſe Duties which thou haſt oblig'd us 
pay to her, we have had no Ears for theſe Com- 
plaints which thou pretendeſt to make a: 
gainſt what ſhe has enjoyn'd us: Die, then 
ſince it is not permitted a Prince to go from 
his Word; for in hindring us from execu- | 
ting her Orders, it would not only be 
refuſing the Requeſt thou madeſt to obey 
her, but a Breach of our Faith which we 
have juſt Sworn. This Diſcourſe was in- 
tirely ſpoke, but confuſedly heard for ut 
the ſame that this ſacrilegious Perſon had 
gave the firſt Blow to his Prince, all. thoſe 
who followed him, run him in at a thouſand. 
Places. Of all the moſt. unnatural: and 
crucl Acts which Hiſtory makes mention af, 
there is not one which ought not to gain 
Belief, of this prodigious Truth, which is noc 
{et forth, can but find a-free Introduction in- 
to the Belief of thoſe that hear it. To hettaꝝ a 
Prince,or make an Attempt upon his Perſop,.. 
arcAccidents which many times the Corruptian 
of an Age may produce. But that a juſt Pie 
would loſe his Life at the Fect of his Throne,, 


maps a great many deſigns were afoot, and 
Ws  mable AQ, that it rather ſeem d to be a Iri- 


__ mill reeking in his Blood, of which his 


"ple having heard what was acted at the Pa- 


I _ Quiren Semiramis: If this new Way of pro- 
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amidſt & his Guards and in the Ams of his 
Subjects, and that horrid Sight not excite or | 
ſtir them up to revenge it, 1s not to be be- 
liev'd. Whether then it was, that for ſome ſe- 
cret reaſons unknown to Mankind, the Gods 
approv d of the Deſign, nor that a ſtupendious 
_ Aﬀomihment, had {tupifyed the Souls of 
the Beholders; none offered to defend the 
unhappy Ninws. His Blood guſh'd out upon 
his Murtherous Queen, and yet no effect 
thereof appeared, although at that time per- j 


it was ſo far from appearing to be an abomi- 


_ umph prepared for her. The miſerable King 


Veins were not quite emptied, his Heart 
fill beating, and his Wounds yet Warm, 
the wicked Merzabane ſecured the ſhameleſs 
Swirams amidit the Guards of the Deceas'd, 
who receiv'd her with applauſe. The Peo- 


lace, met in whole Troops to reaſon, accor- 
ding to their Cuſtom, on ſo extraordinary 
an Accident, and they waited with Impa- 
tience to ſee the End of it: When theHeralds 
appeared in all the Quarters of Babylon, who 
to appeaſe them in caſe of a riſing, gave 
_ Largeffes in the Name of the Queen. At 
firſt they cryed in a melancholick Tone, 
Min is dead; But preſently diſtributing 
abroad tlie Largeſſes, they continued with an 
- anantmous Voice of Joy, Long Lixe the 


Ee? ev 205 see 


ceeding 


Frauen: <9 
his Neeeding furpriz'd at preſent the People, and 
or il thereby hindred, what by a longer Conſide- 
be- ration of the one and the other, might have 
ſe- happen d: It was without all doubt preven- 
ed by the extraordinary Bounty of the He- 
ous MW ralds ; for their Thoughts of what was paſt, 
of was immediately chang'd into praiſes 
the Mof the Laſt. In themean time the Grandees 
of the Empire who had innocently aſſiſted 
the Murther of their Sovereign, who quite 
confus d, were retired to wait with Wonder 
the Event of ſo bloody an Enterprize, and 
i- Wwho tranſported with fear, lent their Ears 
i- Wto the leaſt Noiſe, foon came out of their 
Surpriſe, when they ſaw the People from. 
whom they 1magined would proceed the 
greateſt Diſturbance, without any Appea- 
rance of it. They diſpoſed themſelves to fol» 
low the preſent Fortune, and to the End that 
they might not by a longer delay of their 
Duty draw upon themſelves the il Will of her, 
who the Fates by unheard of, and uncom- 
mon ways, had now given them for Sovereign, 
went each in particular to confirm the fame 
Oath of Fidelity, which in general before they 
nad made. Thus thoſe who ſigh'd in their 
Hearts, to ſee their moſt ſacred Laws viola 
red, the Royal Throne ſtained by an execra- 
ble Murther, and the Blood of the grand 
Anus crying for Vengeance before the 
God's, and Men, agreed with them, whoſe 
gulty Minds ſeemed to breath no lenger 
than under a Government which protected? _ 
them. Now the Wicked Sermiramis is — q 
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oer that Authortiy which ſhe fo ardently 
u iſh'd for, the ſces her ſelf adored by the 
People, and worſhip'd by the Princes hei 
her Subjects, inſomuch that now the hopes 
tor all, and apprehends nothing: But how- 
(ver, whoto takes Fortune for a ſure and 

_ ecrtain Foundation, are often deceiv'd, and 
that one happinels is rarely attended with 
another. Hitherto this cruel Queen is ſatis- 
tied with her Succeſs : All things are quiet | 
and in Peace in 4ſyria, and whatever Or- 
deer is carried in her Name, or what Altera- | 
uon the makcs in the Empire, all is receiv d 
as coming from a Legitimate Power, the 
{everal Governments being continued to the 
one, and the ſevcral Charges aſſured it into 
the other. In a word, the greateſt number 
being content and ſatisfied, ſhe now endea- | 
voured to graſp her utmoſt deſires. She was 
not deſirous to hve for ever abſolute, but 
_ would have been content to have ſubmitted 
to her dear Meliſtrae. The Method the had 
taken upon tlie Account of this deteſtable 
Action was prudent enough, to hinder that 
the Murther of the King, though known 
to all the Empire beſides, yet thuuld remain 

| ſecret to that great Perſon, becauſe ſhe 
WH would not that he ſhould know it, without 
| Etting him at the ſame time underſtand, 
dat what the had done was for the Advauce- 
ment of his Grandeur; the would that in 
3 Sing. him the Crown, rcitcrate the offer 
of her Affections, and render thereby the lat- 
ter acceptable by the Gift of the net 
"HW „ . cr 
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iy WM for which reaſon ſhe had ordered Guards to be 
he plac'd on the Frontiers, to ſtop thoſe Packets, 
IC who againſther Intention would undertake- 


bez WM to fend him the News. In Truth it had 
been very difficult to have hinidred, that at 
laſt the Report had not reach'd his Know- 
ledge; nevertheleſs as it was altogether her 
Deſire, that he ſhould not remain Ignorant 
of it, but that he ſhould know of it as the 
had determin'd, ſhe drſpatch'd what required 
diligence, and in leſs than four days was 
in a Poſture to make what alteration ſhe 
pleas d in the Empire, Oronclide, Son to 
Merabane, was the Perſon ſhe made choice 

of to carry this News: He was Couragious 


ſeveral other good Qualities, which without 
all doubt had made him paſs for a Perſon 
accompliſh'd, had he not been a Branch of 
fo foul and pernicious a Tree. It was in 
tine, his great Defect the being Son to Mere 
zabane; and as Example often either adorns 
or blaſts Mens Manners, ſo what he ever be 
fore his Eyes in the Perſon of his Father, 
had oftentimes made him Derogate from 
his true Courage, but in ſuch a manner that 
it was perceivable, that that Diſorder pro- 
ceeded from a principle of Virtue. This 
Cavalier being then choſe by the Queen 
for an Inſtrument to execute her laſt Deſig 


it firſt with him; to the end to engage him 
the- firmer, ſhe made him extraordinary 
Carciles, aud Beginning her Dikourle o_ 


and diligent, and withal was poſſeſſor of C 


the ſent to ſpeak with Merxabane to concert 


— 
4 
. | 
4 . 
4 
1 
. 
. 


= i 


; 

. * 
1 
1 5 
$ 


38 Praximene. | 
he Fidelity of the Father, ſhe continued it 


with Praiſes of the Son; So that by that 
means Oranclide became Inclinable to what 
before his Reaſon ſeem'd to blame and Wal. 
ents 


He ingag'd him at length in theService o 


- unjuſt Princeſs, and as his thoughts were a- 
{ fpiring, he burnt with deſire to ſee himſelf 


in a Capacity to execute her Commands. 
You muſt carry this Letter from me, {aid 
ene- 


ſhe, in giving him a Packet, to our 


ral Meliſtrate, who you mult inform of all 
that is paſt; you may likewiſe add what 


you may judge fit to confirm to him my 


Akection; but omit not to tell him that I 


I have taken the Crown of Aria, only to | 
make a preſent thereof to him; yet | 


do not believe Oronclide, that theſe Pro- 
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miſes ſhall engage me to a Performance; 


it a is thing of too great a Moment to di- 
veſt =y ſelf thereof ſo eaſily : But his 

opes may blind him, and without 
doubt, the Expectation thereof may bring 


mim to Court, where I ſhatthave all the Ad- 


vantage that Love and Power ought to give 


me over ſucha Man: That if his Virtue ſhould 


prove too ſecure, or rather, if he ſhould 


make his Obſtinacy, paſs for his Virtue, 


and ſhould refuſe ſo advantagious an Offer, 


make ule of that Power which I have given 


vou, and of which you carry apparent 


Signs, which none can doubt: Bring him 


with you, by virtue of thoſe which ſhall 


accompany you., after having conſtituted 
Clazimene in his Place. When be ſhall be 
7 
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before me; perhaps I may make him ſenſible, 
that the diſdain, which would nettle an or- 
dinary Woman,ought not to find me inſenſi- 
ble, and that an exceſs of Love being chang'd 
into an exceſs of Hatred produces ſuch ſtrange 
Effects, that its Conſequences are no other 
than a perpetual Tragedy; inſomuch that 
if my Affection has already perform'd Won- 
ders uncommon and unheard of before; 
my Reſentment will find no leſs a Power. 
Theſe Words being ended, Oronclide was 
1 furniſh'd with all things neceſſary 
for his Expedition, to take away from the 
Head of his Army a General, he being fo 
en 18 by the ſhameleſs Queen; and to diſ— 
patch 1t with the one: Aſſurance, he took 
with him likewiſe half ber Guards: Going 
thus from Babylon, he arrived at length on the 


der the Government of Ba'!ria, where the 


| generous Meliſtrate was fighting, as much 


tor the Cilory of the AfHrians, as to ſatisfie 
the Juſtice of his Reſentment. Of two Com- 
manders which compos'd theſe Troops, the - 
laſt was the moſt agreeable. He wi{h'd all the 


length of the way, that this excellent Per- 3 


{on might not be ſhaken in his vertuous Re- 


ſolutions, to the end that he might make a 
Priſoner of the Wonder of the Age. It 


was a generons Ambition, which animated 
him, yet nevertheleſs the Gods approv'd not 
of it, being full of Injuſtice, but protected 


the Innocent by the fame Hand which 


would have oppreſt him. As ſoon as Oron- 


clide 


Frontier of Margenia, a Province then un- 


* 
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clide arrived, Meliftrate cauſe his Armour 


to be taken off, which he had wore all that 
day in expectation of a general Battet; 
he was received by him with all that 
Reſpet and Affability, that a Man of an 
extraordinary Merit ought to have and as 
| ſoon as he underſtood that he was come upon 
ſome important Deſign, he gave him all the 


F Liberty and Time to diſcourſe in private 


which could be deſired. Oronclide havin 
made him aCompliment, preſented him with 


the Letter of Semiramis, which he could not 


receive but with an unuſual Emotion; but 
becauſe he would not remain in that Diſ- 
order, which in continuing hinders the effect 
of ones Judgment, he recollected his Senſes, 
and with an Active Eye read theſe Words: 


Semiramis to Aeliſtrate. 
At length you ſhall be ſatisfied, and that 


Glory of which ſo religioufly profeſs your 
ſelf a Votary, ſhall be entirely yours with- 


out hereafter having it divided between you 


and him, whom your Arms made Triumph; 


"= forget the Art of Crowning others, and ga- 


ther no more Lawrels than to Crown your 
ſelf. The time rs come, fo that that ſecret 
Influence you have had over my Heart, my 
Lore and Courage have created that 
which you ought to exerciſe over the A- 


rians; tortifie not your ſelf with reaſons | 


to make you incredulous; It may ſuffice to 
know the exceis of my Affection, to judge ot 
the greatnels of my Undertaking. _—_— 
| | dead. 


. 
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dead, and is it Meliftrate has cauſed it by the 
at ¶ bands of Semiramis. But why ſhould my Let- 
k; ier diſcover to you fo Strange an adventure, 
at ance have I may other deſigns. Learn then 
in Aeliſtrate this Enterprize from the Public 
as Voice. Let the Aſtoniſhment of a whole 
N Empire, and the Murmures of the whole 
World inform you of it; ſuch is my Deſire, 
ite ¶ ſnce at the ſame time it will become unde- 
Ng mable Witneſſes of my Paſſion; But alas, 
i to what extremities do 1 ſee my felf redus d! 
ot All Bloody with the Murther of Maus I ad- 
ut areſs my ſelf to the Murtherer of Semiramis, 
1 as if it were likely, that this cruel Cou- 
ect ¶ rage could be mollified : At leaſt dear Con- 
es, N queror, if I am not acceptable of my felt, - 
let me become: agreeable by virtue of my 
preſent: Conſider me not a Princeſs in Love, 
but as a Queen that is altogether abſolute; 
. who tenders to you the Sovereignty over her, 
"at and her Dominions. Nevertheleſs, let not 
dur this Reſolution ſo eaſie and neceflary ſerve. 
th- W for a Colour to deccive me; conſider on 
ou this Subject, but do it quickly; condema 09£oﬀ; 
MM; my Undertaking alone, but applaud it joyn'd 
da wich my Love. Thus, dear Meliſtrate, you 
Dur will be raiſed to that Point, to which your 
rect WF merit ought to have called you long ſince; 
my and thus your Semiramis being rendred hap- 
hat Py, will defie the Gods to trouble her Re- 
polc and Content, ſince beiug in the Armes 
Wot her Meliſtrate, ſhe will imagine her ſelf 
nan Azilom, which they dare not violate 
without being unjuſt, and without affuult- 
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ing a Hero who is asworthy of being dei- 
fied as themſclves, - Ls 4 . 8 5 
Meliſtrate contus d to the utmoſt, let fall 
the Letter before he had read it out; never 
bad any thing that had at any time hap- 
pened to him, cauſed ſuch an Amazement 
as now he found himſelf in; he bluſh'd, and 
then grew Pale at one and the ſame time, and 
a Chillineſs coming over him, he Trembled 
through Grief and Rage; at length coming 
to himſelf, he took up that fatal Paper, and 
__ calming his troubled Mind read it over 
ſeveral times to comprehend the Senſe of it; 
but finding it to anſwer his firſt Appre- 
henſion, he was ſeiz d with ſuch a Horror, 
that he would not allow himſelf time to 
conſider on the Circumſtances. Gods, cryed 
be, in beholding Oronclide with an angry 
Brow, and tearing the bloody Letter in a 
thouſand Pieces, Is it poſſible that the great- 
eſt Conqueror of all Ages has loſt his Life 
by the molt ſhameleſs of her Sex! Shall [ 
give faith to an Action ſo diſtant from Na- 
ture, and ſhall J believe that fo fair a Ser 
could be guilty of ſuch deteſtable Deſigns! 
But good Gods, can I yet imagine that after 
having committed ſo infamous a Treaſon, 
you would permit the Author to triumph in 
it! % much that beſides the Murther of her 
Husband and King, the cruel S mir 
Blaſphemes againſt your Power. God's 
ye know whether I conſented to it, or if 
my Sentiments reach'd this Sacrilegious 
Act; ye have ſeen how I have ever * 
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i- thoſe infamous Propoſiticns, which this 
Monſter of Impurity have often made me. 
vou know how much in regard to her my 
er Freſpcs have been ſecure, and my Civilities 
P full of diſdain, and yet a flight in me ſo 
nt Legitimate, has not extinguith'd thoſe un- 
caſt Flames of her .Love; and inſtead of 
ad pouring her Rage and Hatred upon me, as 
ed WW deſpis d Lovers commonly are usd to do, 
15 Whe has cauſed him to feel its effects, who 
nd for having too indulgent an Affection for 
er ber, gave her the Opportunity to execute 
it; her Deſigns. Ye Protectors of Innocency, 
c- Wrcvenge this Parricide which obliged the 
„Earth to murmur againſt Heaven; ſhew that 
you have permitted it for Reaſons unknown 
ed to us. But tor other Reaſons apparent that 
vou will puniſh that execrable Wretch who 
had fram d fo horrible a Reſolution. In 4 
a word, revenge the Offence committed a- 
gainſt you, in the Perton of kim, who did 
U not only belong to you as your repreſenta- 
tive amongſt Men, but as drawing his Birth 
der from you; . puniſh this Sacrilegious Affront 
which this Woman has committed, in da- 
ter Ering to make a Compariſon of the worth- 
D, lets „ to your Supream Majeſties un- 
17 beard of Bla ſphemies, monſtrous Impieties. 
het I That Thunder, which ordinanly falls on 
ms the Heads of the moſt Sacrilegious, wass 
1.5 not fram'd for you, other infinitely more 
' 11 Wrizorous onght to be forg d to anſwer the 
Enormity of ſuch an Action. And you the © 
ied I moſt infamous of Men, continued he, — * 


n 2 


= Praximene. 


king to the Meſſenger of this fatal Writing, 


has the Heavens created you ſo Illuſtrious 


to become the Miniſter of ſo much Perfid i- 


ouſneſs; one of ſo eminent a Birth as you 
are, and yet one that is greater by his own 
brave Actions, could you ſo little underſtand 


your ſelf, as to become on a ſuddain, either 


the Murtherer of your Prince, or the Accom- 


N * ; mace of his Death, and not ſatisfy d by fo 


ul an Action, but muſt ou your ſelf 


ſpread the News of it in all Parts? Alas! 
Should this be true, as you oblige me, to be- 
licve, ſome wel 

forc d you to comply with what heretofore 
2 generous Inclinations made you deteſt. 


harm by Violence has 


collect your ſelf Oronclide, and by an ex- 


tream Satisfaction, teltifie an extream Re- 
pentance; let us joyn together as well to 


ask the Reaſon of this Parricide, as to divert 


that Storm which ought not only to reach 
the wicked and ſhameleſs Semiramis, but 
| you allo if you further perſiſt in this dete. 
table Service. I do not caſily Repent, ſaid 
Oronclide, or rather I never Repent, for that 
I never undertake any thing but what I have 


known before, if what J undertake is rea- 


ſonable; fo that after my Reſolution, all 
Advice is indifferent to me. But let us leave 
=. theſe Diſcourſes of Faults and Repentance 
do the M niſters of our Gods, to whom a- 


lone it belongs to Counſel and Adviſe on 


11 thoſe Subjects; and let us ſpeak of the prin- 
Wy - cipalOccaſion of my coming hither :.Therc- 
bon changing his Tone, and aſſuming one 


moe 


| Prazimene. 5 
ſpectful, he continued; The Death of 
che great Ninus is a thing done, ſo that all 


i- your Reſentment will not ſerve to tecal him; 
ou to be afraid of that puniſhment which you 
- hreaten the Authors of his Death, I can 
nd 


ay, wirh a great deal Reaſon that I dread it 
Kt not. ſince without excuſing my ſelf, I knew 


n- nothing of it, till after the Blow was given; 
lo Wand that the God's being juſt would diſtin- 
lt guiſh fromthe Guilty, a Perſon ho never 
181 


conſented to ſo barbarous a! Deſign, mnch 
leſs for the Peril than for the Injuſtice. 
129 Can you blame me for ſiding with her; 
Te hom the general Conſent maintains in 


lt. Uthe Throne? No ſurely being aſſured, that 
* the Voice of the People is the Voice 
e- Hof the Gods; and that if they will punith 
to the Queen, they wilt at ſeaſt permit her til! 
ert When to remain the Governeſs of the Em- 


ich pire, otherwiſe they would have ſuffered 
ut Wall AHriato riſe up againſt her, and I ſhould 
te, then have Sided with the juſter Party: Let 
ud Nus ſubmit them ta their immortal Wills, and 
Vc Bus conform to dat Obedience which is their 
due. As For you, it is without Controver- 


all Wy that you will gain more tian all the reſt 
* of the Arian, ſince the Affecton of the 


iges her to offer that which altha 
qe i 


Tal ger, yet the greateſt Prince amongſt 

on us dared not totprètend toe you have bit tio 
m- return Love for Love to make you the grrat- 
-— ez n es intelronper 5.44 
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1 Prazimene. | 
Meliſtrate, if you. have not degenerated 3 
from that Vertue, of which you have give 
ſo many Prooſs, in clearing your felf. from t. 
the deteſtable Conſpiracy againſt the Lk. 
of the great Ninas, will you now degenerate; 
in executing the infamousCommillions, that n 
this ſhameleſs Princeſs have given you? Will; 
you ſerve her in that mean Quality, which 
thoſe ſervile Perſons, whoſe ortunes' alone b 
MW upon the Court, are fore d to-fubmr; 
--" "Ws — wha: . whe — t 
propos d, than it is t cen's Letter, hauę 
- Gy aegly'd Oronclide, rifing from his Scat; k 
” and fo far are you from it, that for Anſwer o 
bpou have nothing but remonſtrances and in. iy 
j̃iurious Words. Ceaſe, I beſeech you, thck My 
— and reſolre me on the Point, ¶ te 
to the end I may finiſh what L have in min 
Power. Traytor, cry d the tranſported At. Nat 
= — think not that your pernicious Per-Mto 
ſwaſions {hall be capable to alter the Purity Mex 
of my Deſigns: That Crown which you 
Wo offer me on the behalf of your deteſted Mi 
7 fireſs ſhallneverobhge me to conſent. What 
call Icftabliſh my Greatneſs on the Los 
olf ſo good a Prince? What ſhaltT-ftain-by 
Bed by thoſe: fatal Embraces, the deſire of 
which it ſeems has caus d his Death ; rathe 
let mie periſh a thouland times, than be ond 
ö Moment unreſblutd hat I: qught to do 
EReturu, infamous Wratch;- return; and tel 
tube Quecn, whoſe wicked Amhaſſad our yen 
carte, chat ſhe.may loſe her hope: : Id 
ber boldly that 1 will Side with the ac 


, 


- 


+ 
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tea and that I will ferve as a Torch to inflame 
val whole Univerſe againſt her. If they bave 
ou thought fit that againſt my Inclination, Iihould 
vie prove the innocent Cauſe of the Murther of 
rate the great Ninuc, they have likewiſe deter- 
hat min d, that I ſhall be by my own conſent, 
Vil the Revenger of the unheard of Crime com- 
uch mitted on his Perſon. Oronclide having 
one but very (lightly perfwaded Aelitrata, for 
mu fear leaft he ſhould at laſt have yielded to 
are the Queen's commands, in private would 
g bave applauded fo generous as well as a juſt 
eat Refuſal, had it not been ſeconded with ſome 
wer outragious Words, which had ſo powerful- 
im. iy netled him, that he became inflamd 
heſe with Anger, he made no anſwer to the lat- 
int, ter Threats; he did put his Head but out of 
my bis Tent to call his Attendants, who waited 
Ale: at a diſtance, and having commanded them 
Per-WM to ſeize upon Meliſtrate, his Command was 
ty N executed with ſpeed ; but they only made 


was freet than ever; or rathet engaged in 
a mote agreeable Priſon, and ſo had no 
Part in this new Captivity. »:Qronclide fore- 
ecing that 2 Servants ſpreading 
amongſt the Soldiers the Noiſe of his Sei- 
ring, would infallibly cauſe ſome Diſor- 
det, if he did not fortlywith put a Remedy 
to it, haſtned to prevent t, be went 


to the Camp to the chief Captains and Of · 
ficers of the Army, and having ſent to 
thoſe winch were lei considerable amongſt 
m, he told ſome, aui cauſed it to be 3 : 
| =." 7, "7 Os. 5 0 


— - * — — 
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themſelves Maſters of his Body, for his Mind 


48 5 Praxituene. TY i 
to others, that he had a very ſpecial Commiſſi- 
on, but that he could not communicate it 
to them, until they were all aſſembled at 
Claæamene s Quarters, where he appointed the 
| Rendevous. Although they were very much 
Aſtoniſhid, not ſeeing their General, yet they 
diſpos d themſelves to hear. The firſt 
thing that Oronclide did was to cauſe 
his Diſpatches to be read, by which 
they underſtood that Ninus had command- 
ed him to ſeize upon eliftrate, he being 
attainted of ſome great Crime, and to con- 
duct him to Babylon, to anſwer to thoſe 
Accuſations v hich ſhould be objected againſſ 
him. This Power appearing in its neceſſar 
ry Form to be executed without Contradi- 
ction, mightily troubied the Aſſembly, Wo 
had always, in the Perſon of their General, 
fo-exemplary' a Fidelity, and ſo - zealouſly 
Affected for the Service of the Empire, knew 
not how to believe what they ſaw, not piv- 
ing Credit to any thing to bis Prejudice; 
yet being obedient, ſuffered him 10 be in hi 
the Hands of Oronclide; to do with him w hat Ml th 
he was enjoyned: Ibus the;Cunning Semi, ¶ th 
rams had diſpoſed her Affairs, Which wert Ww 
to fucceed the Murther of the King, tlat in 
writing to her General as Qtecn, Jet the hi. 
wrote to etbers as Kings ſof that if ho 
Letter Had. mot iFewer eneugh to prevail 
Wielt this braye an to- ved to her) bintens 
tim 35 8 under the 
Name of Ninmi he add ted to thoſe who 
bach c unn, ne bm, cruld not fail 
of making kun fall into her Power; not 


had 
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had ſhe ſpared for preſents, with recommen- 
t ing ſecrecy to the Guards which attended 
Oronclide, nor did ſhe fail to let them be 
continued for ſome time upon the Frontierꝭ, 
which ſhe had appointed to be there, 
. hinder the News from ſpreading to the 
„of her unnatural Action. Orontlide 
a por e off all means from any ones takiry 
leave of the Priſoner, leaſt it might t 
be diſcovered, reſolved to part forthwith, at- 
ter having declared Olazamene General in 
Meliftratt's Place, and delivered him his 
Commuſſion. Taking then leave of the Chiefs, 
he enjoyn d them in the King's Name every 
one to retire to his Quarters, to the end. 
that they might hinder the Soldiers, of 
whom the generous Meliſtrate was my 
the Father, from Munitying to fave him 
He return d then to the Tent of that 15 4 
py Cavalier, where finding him — I 
a Criminal, the Sight thereof 
Blow, which made no ſlight -Jawe 
e 4 
get like 


him: In effect, it was 
the moſt accomplith'd of ! 

the moſt Criminal: but yet what was more 3 
wonderful was, That amndſt the i 
in which apparent ty Melia ou 
= Mio ſuch livelyRays! 
df a triumph' 
and fire what Enemy 


ry of him againit whom he 13-4 : 

he conſiders his metit. 8 | 5 

T * * irc Ke 2 I 
| 8 . 


ms! 4 | * 1 
' - * 8 „ 


* . 
* wt N 2 A 
- 


» 4 > 7 * 


Wo” 
= Joſt char Regret Which he had conceived in 


qo Prazimene. 


preſt him, and Ne the Night was far 
advanc'd, without taking one 
lea Rede Ye n ay he meditated on 
the injptiohs Reproaches which Ael iſtrate 
Had caſt on 1 which exaſperated him, in- 
that all the Morning following, he 


— 
Kd 


:Feeing him fo ill uſed ; nevertheleſs cnſi- 
dering afterwards of the Motives of thole 
_ « outragious Words, his Anger ted fo 
much, that he degan to de denſible ot the 
Fe of them; he was aſhamed that he 
ad mingled with a great Enterprize an in- 
famous Piece of Service, and regarding the 
Words of Traitor and Perfidious, but ſpo- 
Ken in Reſerence to che Action, he acknomw- 
Led ged himſelf fuch as Me lifrare had named 
Tum. Ie has Conrage, faid he to himſelf, 
co unidettake. the W. weft; difficult Enterprizes 
ut in acting of great Deſigns to compaſs 
72 4 fene e is ſhameful: 
* ſignifi to me, to have brought 
| affine ng to From the ob 3 
re bot! my felfhad had the Courage 
i e it is true chat his Soldi 
Hore becaule that they ate Com- 
ended . then for the Service of thei 
It be to Fi iy i to the 
John 4 * ma exalp to 
a ee 
8 : 
tat 


9 * ky, done, have II 

us Piece o 
Aiſe? B * ion! erh — 
2k ad fo en the I Name an * 


. CI, pays Wi, his hens wand 


>... ra. oo 
Neflection that this will procure me, or how 
e | can I waſh away Stain which has thus 
” I blaſted my Fame and Honeur. Pardon my 


i Blindneſs great Prince, and believe that in 
Ie berray you, 1 have en 
of ſelf : 1 will at leaſt follow your Advice, 


ic deſerves. At theſe Words, compoſing his 
cuntenance as well as he could, be foon 
* oyertook his Compan 5 whick had conti- 
de nued Marching, Whilſt he was meduating | 
on fo juſt a Cauſe; and every one making 
way for him through Reſpect, be drew near 
to the Priſoner, upon whoſe Face he bad 
no ſooner caſt his Eyes, but he obſerv'd an 
J admirable Tranquility and Sedateneſs. 
e ' ſaid. he ſoftly, and wonderfully 


mov 


educ d you to this Condition; but-would 
u might pleaſe our Gods Mel iſtrate, that 
ou could ſee my Heart poſſeſt, as it is at 
reſent, witk that Regret which afflicts it, yon 


rad then find that What I have acted was 
om - Dutyzand that for any otherConfiderati- 
re” 1 had neret taken it: Orancl ide an wech 


he Priſoner, I make no Judgment on thrs 
\cton, I leave that to your knowing 


me this Ad not to do it chrougꝭ 
Ignorauce; and for certain I had never 
nurmur d againſt you, if I had not known 
our a lenſible * 
+ * 4 . a, - 


by chat timely Satisfaction, I may perhaps .. "-o 
li- Skreen my Fault from thoſe Reproaches - © 


at ſogreat a Reſignation, yor-beheve, - | 
that I am very mach fatished in having 


ell that if you commit any ill thing, you 


dne 


" * 
f b 
— 
* k < 


\.... Ml g himſelf to. Oranclide, It ſuffice 


of, Ifound myſelf oblig d, without conſidering 
any otherIntereſt than your own, to reproach 
you; when I knew,that bare Remonſttances 
were of no Prevalency againft the Charm 


WW which ſeducd you: Vain Charm, inter- 


1 r is already va- 
iind. Surely dear Meliſrate, my Eyes are 


no open, and I am obliged to your Con- 


ſtancy for it, from whence I have learn d, 
that there is no Duty can oblige us to 
things ſo. remote from Reaſon and Virtue ; 

- 1 was going to looſe my ſelf Infallibly, and 

that Greatneſs, to the enjoyment of which 


157 * I was but juſt now arriv R had obtained 


ie Title of Honourable, but only amongſt 
thoſe Perſons who for Favour flatters: Since 


in effect, I was · entering into a Way full of 


Inſamy, but I have found in the Perſon of 


| f 2 dim, upen whoſe fall L have founded an un- 


happy Hope, a Tutelar God, who has redreſs 
_ any ignominious Footſteps. I will this 
| Might give you ſome proofs, that from your 
 Pandon I may oblige you to become my 
you thanks ye immorta 

wers, diſcreetly Aid the Priſoner, that 
pe have been pleas d to reclaim one of your 
moſt Nlaffrious Miſter-pieces; and to brim 
dim once more to his own-naturalGenero 
Which by the blackeſt Malice in the World, 
had made him degenerate. Then on a ſudda 


_ that ave ſuch good Intentions, be no 
1 to find out the means te add: 


* N 
„ De 


Sf undertaken much, although 1 ſhould cxc- 


Prazimene. . ods 
ment appears to me ſo real, and ſo pure, 
that even the Effect can be but a —— 4 
1 will go, vertuous Oronclide, and preſent 
my ſelf to the unjuſt Semiramit, and thereby 
diſengaging you from your Duty to her,“! 
will alone ft all that Punithment ſhe cax 
inflict, rather than conſent to her pernitiouus 
Affections. I folemnly proteſt it in the pre. 
ence of the Gods, and before you, that it 
ſhall be to expoſe, to the whole World, her 
Incontinencies and Sacriledges, and to ex- 
aſpcrate the People, that they might rid the 
World of fuch a Monſter; that it nevcrthe- - 
leſs, that ſo good a Deſign ſhould be pre- 
vented by her Perfidiouineſs, and it ſhould be 
rendred void, I ſhall be ſatisfied in having 


cute but little. Oronclide had made an anſwer, . 
aud endeavoured to divert that difhcult Re- 
lolution if he had had time; but being 
arrived at their Inn at the ending of cho 
Words, he torbore till after Suppen To ay 
Truth, Meliſtrate was treated quite difterent 
from what he could have expected; fot the 
Guards ſecing their Commander leſsRigorous © 
became leis Inſolent, ſo that he might have 
laid that he was at Liberty, without en, oy- 
ing of it. Oronclide being then willing to 
ſhew ſome proofs of his 2288 ? 
of that ſtrict Confidence that . he ed 
might be between them, after having giren 
ſuch order to his Attendants, ag he judgd 


neceſſary » conjured him that fro n ;tume - | 
they might have WW : 


| -< by 1 6 * * 


dd a 
rare conſidering, : that too exact a Civility 
being affected, does often eſtrange the Will, 
conſented to it in certain Words, which 


= tufficiently .cxpreft how much he eſteem'd 


- thatObligation. This generous Enemy having 
dot forgot in what Manner their Diſcourſe 
ended upon the Road; to oblige the other 
to ſpeak, ſaid, you know very well that 
you propos d to me upon my arrival at the 
Camp, where I comitted that great Fault in 
making you Priſoner to the wicked Semira- 
mic, that J ought to retrieve my declining 
Honour, by joyning with you to ſprinkle 
tlie Tomb of tlie great Minas with the Blood 
ot that. deteſtable Monſter; and yet you 
take a quite contrary way, diſpoſing your 
elf to go and ſubmit to the Hazard and 
Danger of her treacherous Deſigns: Change 
generous Prince this Reſolution, and conſi- 
der that I will not engage you now in any 
Entetprize., but what. you have already 
done ; for my part I intirely devote my 
iſꝗlf to it, to the End, that this Revenge 
ma de ſo publick, that the Renſembrance 
tbereof may continue to all Poſterity. Is it 
then true Oronclide, ſaid Meliftrate, in em- 
bracing him, that this day your Sentiments 
are contrary to thoſe of Yeſterday ? Alas, if 
it is true, How advantagious has my Mil. 


Ws fortune been to me> But I commit an Ot- 


* fence iu ſeeming to doubt; I mot certain- 
Iy believe it, and only am aftonifh'd be- 
cauſe it is very difficult, that a Change 10 
remarkable ſhould happen in . ? 
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his Diſcourſe,) that I will follow a ech 


Prarimene. 


And ſince you make your Reſolution mine, 
I ſweax to you by all I hold moſt Dear, that 

is to ſay By the loſt Prazimene,. (there he | 
gave Liberty to a few Sighs which hindred- * 


Orders as you! ſhall judge neceffary for this-- 
Undertaking: And. I. wa Fr Oronclide with 
{o piüch Affection, 8 the Tears burſt from 
his Eyes, and fell upon one of Melitrœes 
Hands wilt he held; Ifwear by your ſelf, . ! 
as the faireſtExample I have — me love. 
Vertue, that I will give you ſuch Prooks of + 
Friendſhip fo pure, and-an tence ſo in- 


tire, that you ſhall never have an Reaſon 
to repent your ſaving me from why ok ipice. 
into which Ambition had puit. d Ter it 


that is not ſufhcient, I fear to you by thar 
Fire whick we adore, and I fear not thus to 
confirm to you mA fictions; A thee. 
that the Hotour poſſeſſing your E tip 
hereafter will become all my deſire, 5 
clide, v ho found that all manner of Latighage 
fell infinitely ſhort of his Thonghty,was 
contented in few Words to explain Ins true 
Sentiments: He ceas d then to ſpeak a] 
aſſuring himſelf that Meliftrate Mas g 
to return an Anſwer, was diſpgꝶ d to range 
lym; but be was much ſurprigd at theSi- 
lence that Prince-obferv'd; ſo that haying 
but two things in his Opinion that could 
cauſe it, he wondred at ſo ſudden 4 Sleep, 
or at ſo ſudden à Biſdain; vet it was à con- 
trary Effect which cauſed it The bare name 
0. A which Tarr Loves had 
a BS; — 


% 1 
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0 ctione, and by the Aſſiſtance of which he. Iſl 5 


. Pratimene. 5 
uttered, made fuch an Impreſſigg on his lic 
Mind, which made hin forget hmnmnſclf ; his 
Senſes raviſh'd by ſo ſweet a Remembrance, 
abandoned their ordinary Functions, to give ar 
Liberty to his Thoughts to act entirely on 0 
{p wortby a Subject; and this Extaſy ſur- 


o \ @ * » » he 
Priz d him fo ſuddenly, that he ſeemd to it. 
ceaſe to live, or at leaſt that he was fallen. be 


under the Power. of ſome wandcrful En- ge 
chantment, and moſt certain it was the 
only comtort which remain'd in his AMi- 


had ſupported. the greateſt of his Misfortunes : 


After that he had gratified himſelf with | © 
fuch pleaſing Thoughts for Recompence of. t 
Favour, it felf did him the worſt Office, y 
that it Fay Capable of : It put before his n 

Eyes that Fr ncets, adorn'd with thoſe ad- t 
nrable Charms, which inceſſantly accom- Ml . 
panied her; it repreſented. her to his View. ll | 
weich chat Sweetnels, yet filled yith Majeſty, : 
and thoſe innocent Careſſes in which ſhe fl , 
WW gloried to gratifie her Love; but at the ſame if : 
time it preſented her as-abſent. Moſt ado- ; 

table Prazimene, cryed he, without thinking. 

of the Anſwer which he was oblig d to make, f 


exerciſe e * ſame 3 5 V hat. 
fay I, alas, could I thus confound thoſe times 
fo d ferent the one from the other? No, I re- 
trove'my ſelf with juſtice; fince it is true, 
that yu have beſtowed upon me all that 
Happineſs which-exceeds by much imagina- 
tion it felf, without ever having a Deſien 


WW A _ Av OG. 
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to withdraw it from me, and that the Ma 
lice of thoſe which have occaſioned our ſe- 
paration, do ſenſibly make you a Partner in 
my Griefs: Then changing of Diſcourſe 
and Thought, he remembred "himſelf - of: 
Oronclide 5 If you blame this Tranſport, ſaid 
he, in embracing him, you may of right do 
it, ſince your mind is fill maſter of that Li? 
berty, which mine hereafter muſt be aStran-* + 
ger to; theſe extaſies which make me extra- 
vagant in the midſt of my moſt ſerious” + » 
Thoughts, theſe Complaints, theſe Tears and 
Sighs, which ſtop me where the continua- 
tion is abſolutely neceſſary, teſtifie at dif · 
ference there is in my Life, which obeys 
two Maſters, Love and Glory, to yours 
which never was divided, but intirely ſub- 
mitted to Generoſity: But W f 
that you are in an Age in which«wrthout + ü 
all doubt, you muſt have been ſenſible of i 
Love; fince then-1t is of neceſſity to happen WM 
to you, know . — time, that Love is a 
great good, in Compariſon. of many III, 
and endeayour to let my Example oblige yu 
to be more obſervant in a Courſe where tbbe 
Recompence is uncertain, but the Toyl ane 
Pains moſt certain; btit ought I by a mall 
Telimony of my Griets, give you appreben- 
ſions of what you ought er long to fol- 
low ? No, no, r ton be not allarmd at 
{0 ſmall a thing, ſtay to nnn 
Innh of my Words, by the certain trun 
of your Torments: Pleaſing Torments if 
they are cauſed by r but 


5  adoxablſe. 


= 58 - Praximene 


Wl adorable if yen participate them with her 
WE whocreated them, as Ido mine. Oronclide 
perceiring by the changing of the Diſcourſe, 


that he ſhould. infallably lay a conſtraint 
on Meliſtrate, ſhould he oblige him to ret 


ak 


that: which he bad, but juſt quitted, would 


omote it no further, This iſant 
Osnſideration jaynd with the. he 


had to ſet his Friend at berty, the Execu- 
tion of which muſt - be. perform'd: in few: 
Hours, was the cauſe that he ome bu few 
Words more, in which he frank! 


the Good. Night: Whether it was that Me- 


rate was aſſured of Oronchde's Civility by. 
this laſt Gompliment, or the Toil of ſo ma- 


ny days reduc d to the laſt Point by what 
he had ſuffered; and in belief of his Priſon, 
2 card. of Parricide committed on 
the Perſon of the great Ninus, provok:d him 


= to Steps inſomuch that he only returned 


the ſame Compliment which Oranclide had 


"0 1 
juſt made him. They were, in. the heigth 


of their Sleep, if it may properly be ſo ſaid 


of Perſans whoſe Minds ate diſtutbd, When 


the Prince. ſtarting on a: ſudden, cry d 


out he was killed. Orenclide, ſaid he, it is 


done, and the murtherous Queen, who had 


5 charg d you: with my Ruin, diſtruſiful of 


your: Vertue:, has performd by another 
Hand, what you were to execute. I dye 


= dear Friend, but I dye with regret ; for that 


1 has not been in my, Power to render you 
on as. v 
— © 5 


ny. Service, for ſo much Aſtecti 


4 


y. told him- 
what he bad. reſolved to do; he gave him 


„ — md + ys — — „ wa ws 


— U 22 — 


A = 


. 


FE Ä 


crew himſelf out of Bed, and running to 


TER, Praziment. 59 
have beſtow'd upon me ; and I dye with de- 
ſpair for not having recovered my Præxi- 
mene, Or nat to bave reveng, her eath, it 
that the ( ĩods have ſo permitted it: Oronclide 
being awaked by theſe mournful Words, 


his Arms cryed out for Lights; he return'® * 
immediately towards Aera , and asking oy 
him, it it was true that his Life was attempg- 
ted, or if it was not the effect of ſome 
Dream: He was interrupted by a. delicate 
fivect Voice which uttered theſe Words; Is 


it to you dear Prince, that I have procuged 
a Death, in endeayouring to procure you * 
your Liberty? Could not _Prazimene's Sword | 
diſcern the Body of her Enemy, from that 
where her Heart reſides ? Alas! Have IF. 
ſhortned a Life, without which my own - 
will become inmpportable ? And have the 
Gods brought me forth from the Dark, 
where I was retained by Cruelty and Love, 
to make me re-enter the: World by a way-fo _ 
Bloody? : C#onelide, who was in hopes that 
Meliſtrate would have anſwered” him, was 
much ſurpriz d, to hear the Voice of a third 
Perſon in their Chamber, where he thought 
they were alone: He was ſo tranſported with 
Fury, that witliout giving time to hear in- 
rely this Complaining, and taking it for 
certain that Meliftrate as mortally Wound=-- 
ed, by the Preſence of this unknown, he 
went ſtrait to the Place from whence the 
Voice ſeemd to come, reſolved to loſe his 
Liſe, or cruelly to revenge the Deaths ry : 
I e 5 Fend. 


W . _ Phazimene.. 
Friend. But Meliftrate having heard the I 
WW precious Name of Pr⁊imene, had fo much m 
fear leaſt ſome Misfortune ſhould arrive to: . 
== the Pronouncer thereof, that he likewiſe n. 
jiumpt out of his Bed, and notwitliſtanding tr 
die loſs of Blood, and the Weakneſs he i 
was ready to fall into, was ſo happy as to f 
wn ages inſt Oronclide, and made him fall: In In 
the Interim, Lights were brought. and im- er 
mediateiy the Chamber was filled, as well IM & 
wih the Soldiers of Oronclide, as thoſe of I ic 
te. 8 Never was a mournfuller t. 
Sen; Mclifrate half dead extended on the f. 
mY Ground, weltring in his Blood, which iſſued I 
WY out through a deep Wound. Oronclide had d 
ws his Shirt likewiſe all bloody by mecting I 
oi Meliſtrate, whilſt in the Dark, he t. 


unt to puniſh the Author of fo wicked an t 
= Attempt, which made them believe that he ll b 
= was likewiſe hurt; and the Unknown, the Kt 
we Sword at his Feet, and his Eyes turned lan- 
BY guuhingly on. Melifrate, who apparently 
c 
i 
| 
| 
| 


= was dying with his Armes acroſs, and a 
| bh __ Countenance all bbedew'd with Tears, ex- 
preſt the mournſulleſt things which alone 


dad been capable to excite Pity, if the ex- 


* 
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= 1ream. Beauty of his Face had not already 
= workd that Effect. Oronclide ſenſibly en- 
= ragcd at the loſs of his Friend, was the only 


WE Perſon, who refilted theſe. Chars: Traytor, 

= * {ajd he with a futious Tone, What Demon | 
| brought thee hither, to deprive this Empire | 

= cf the Wonder of Mankind? Infamous 
Virech, who gave thee Entrance 5 2 


* 5 
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Prazimene. 6 "0 
Who inſpir'd thee with the Bold neſs ok 

making Attempts upon the Life. of Meli- 
ſtrate, and reſolution to execute this abomi- 


nable Deſign ? But Villain, my Impatience 


tranſports me; therefore without anſwer- 
ing me reſolve to dye, ſince it is impoſſible 
for me to ſuffer thee any longeramongſt tie 


number of thoſe, whole Glory you bare 
extinguiſh'd. There without doubt he was- 


going to pierc ethrough this fair Marthereraf - 
ſome of the Company had not told him, 
that it would be much moxe for Example's- 
ſake, to put him to Death according to the 
Laws, and. by that means oblig d him to- 

deſiſt: Puſhed on nevertheleſs by an extream 
Deſire of revenge, perhaps he had obhg'd_ 
thole who held him to let him go, had not 
the Stranger, quite deſperate as he was, ſaved 
his own Life in — K his deſire to dye; 
he unbuttoned himſelt, and taking up his 
Sword, which he held by the Point, coura- 


giouſiy preſented it to Qronclide. AR, faid. WM 


he, generous Friend, of the moſt accompliſh-* 
ed Man upon Earth, as the Duty of a moſt 


lacred Affection commands you; pierce thus 


Heart, and puniſh my Action wich in all 
relpecls is Criminal; you will give your ſelf 
the Satisfaction of revenging the Death of 
this deceaſed Prince; for if the Efect pror d 
to be his, the Intent was addrelt to_you ;* 
and the Gods did but change the Blow, 
but not the Deſign of the Marther. What 
do 1 fee, cry d in confuſion Orendlide; fo + 
toon as he had ducovered by the Opening: 
„ 9 7 3 


N 1 62 * : Prazimene. | EE | 
E: = ö 1 Waſt- coat of this unknown, the Bo- 
= form of a Maiden? Either my Eyes are In- 
| | chanted, or I behold the Divi of Meli- 


ſtrate. 'Qh Prazimene is it you 
_ ynvincible againſt Migsfortuncs will make 
the Gme Tryal againſt Mankind? Alas, if 
that was your Thought you needed not to 
have made uſe of thoſe Arms we uſually do, 
* anorto take upon you this Garb ſo unworthy 
of yon, for with that which you. grac'd to 
= much the A Hrian Court withal, and with 
_ thoſe Darts, ſo natural to your Eyes, you 
ms Havcever gained Victories, which though of 
WW another forthad not been ſo 
= butdol not deceive my ſelf, or can the Re- 
ſemblance ſurprize me fo much, to imagine. 
=_ that;Prazimene is here, when all the Raſons 
in the World oblige me to think her far di- 
= faut? Shall I give Faith to this cruel Teſti- 
mony, and maſt I ſay, that abſence has 
wrought fuch a Change in her Heart, that. 
TS fromthe Miſtreſs of Meliſtrate, ſhe thould 
become his Martherer ?P Yes Oranclide (an- 
WE fixcred ſhe; Sighing,) I am that Murtherer 
yqũ ſpeak of, but I have made no Wound, 
the Effects f which I have not reſented, and 
de it far that this Action ſhould proceed from 
| any change in me, for I came bither, but 
fer Loving too much the Life of the unfor- 


faithful Acknowledgments, and real Senti- 
= ments of my Heart, 0 that in reſpect to 
A him it was an.inuocent Crime, although to 
you never to be ezcus d. I have already 


lis ho being 


very eaſie to you; 


tunate Meliftrate ; and to teſtifie to him the 


__ 
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told you Oronclide, and.I do'believe; chat 
you eaſily comprehend the Senſe of a Dif- 

courſe, Which is too evidently explainek 
by this unhappy Accident: But at length, 
if Meliſtrate be dead; why am 1 not laid hold 
on, to the end I might make no ſtay in fol- 
lowing him? What, in a time when my great: 
eſt Torment was in his Abſence, have I en- 
deavoured to put an End to my. Life, for tie 
only reaſon of our Scparation, and nor 
that I think my {ſelf eternally depriv'd of. 
him, and that I my felf, (Oh dire misfor- 
tune!) am the Cauſe of it, Shall not I in 
Juſtice enforce my ſelf to follow him? Oh. 
injurious 8 * hand will never: 
agree with you... In the mean time, they: 


| had put Meliſtrate again to Bed, and the 


Maſter of the Inn having ordered a Chy- 
rargeon to be. ſent for to ſtop the Blood, 
which came out of his Wound, had endea- 
voured to ſtanch it, by holding his Hand to 
hinder a greater Evacuation. Help Ring 
come, all drew. near to hear what wo 
the Opinion and judgment, which was to 
be given of the Wounded ; and certainly. 
by the Sadneſs of each, in, part gular, it: 
ſeem d as. if this loſs would equally be reſen- 
ted by all in general, if Oronclide and Praxi- 
mene had not made appear an extrem 
Difference, which 1s often to be obfery'd . 

between thoſe who are concern d through 
the Conſideration of Vertue alone, and thoſe 
who joyn their Intereſt with it. Orenclide. 
egretted the loſs of an excellent Friend. 


- 


Prazintene. Em 


| Pratinene 

and Praximene ſigh d for that of her deareſt 
hopes, and although her Eyes were inceſſant- 
Iy full of Tears, yet ſhe neglected not to be 
| inform'd of the truth leaſt they ſhould diſguiſe 
itt to her; ſo that after that Knowledge ſhe 
might follow that cruel Reſolution, which 
her Love had oblig d her to. But ſcarce had 
the Chyrurgeon began to fearch the Wound, 
when Meliſtrate coming to himſelf, gave him 
not hberty. to continue. Tes, faid he, (as 
coming out of ſome profound Muſing) this 
Blood is yours, and you have all the Right 
in the World to diſpoſe of it: Delight of 
my Foul, do not think that you have en- 
= dangcr'd me by this laſt Wound? No, no, 
it will ever find me immortal, ſince I ſurvivd 
== the firſt which your Celeſtial Eyes made: 
I is but my Body you have hurt, my Heart 
has not felt it; yet there may be danger, 
that the ſame Heart confounding his former 
Wounds with the latter which my Body, 
has ggeiv'd.— At theſe Words be 
he do himſelf, as he was going to ſay a 
great deal more, and at firſt beholding him- 
. fel, then caſting his Eyes on thoſe that ſur- 
ms rounded him, he ſtopt them not until he 
BY Ffound.out Prazimene : Then would he have 
ms roſe out of his Bed, to caſt himſelf at her 
WR Feet, but the ſetting down by the Bed's 
== Side, made appear to him by her Tears and 
Words, that ſhe abſolütely forbid him t Me- 
rate more overjoy d than-he made appear 
dy his Looks, and who noewithflanding the 
c bly Blood, Would not lofe one Mi- 


ule, 


came 


nn » 
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nute, would never ſubmit to what the Chy- 
rurgeons directed ; No, anſwered he, (in 


holding the faireft Hand in the World) what 


Reaſons ſoever yourcan alledge, I find them 
all but weak; you affure me, that my Life 
is in danger, wherefore then will you en- 
deavour to abridge it, by ſeparating me 
hom my better part, my Soul? If 1 mult” 
dye, permit me to dye with Pleaſure be- 
teen the Armes of this Princefs, rather 
than with Pain in yours: Scarce have 1 
found her but you would take her away, to 
make way for your Remedies, Alas, can!! 
have any more Sovereign than what ſhe 
brings; for if ſhe knows well how to wound, 
moſt c:rtainly the knows well how to cure 


thoſe Wounds ſhe makes: And if ſhe cures 


not all thoſe ſhe hurts or puts in danger, it 
is becauſe Meliſtrate alone is worthy to be 
wounded and cur d by her. Take not then 
this needleſs Care, I find already that my. 
Blood. ſtops, ſince ſhe has teſtified, that its 
Courſe was diſpleaſing to her. Although 
he endeavour d to overcome that Weakneſs, 
which preſt him, yet he had not Strength. 
enough, but was forc'd to ſubmit to it. Then 
it was, that the Chyrurgeon took his time to 
apply his firſt Remedies, or otherwiſe he 
would never have ſuffered that the diſconſo-k 
late Prazdmene, had given place: She and the = 
generous Oronclide, reccived a great deal of 
Conſolation, hey underſtood that the ui 
. of the V 2 1 10 4 wk ne” 
Ways dangerous, A. it any CCl nap- 
e * 5 pened,. 


=: Nie | 
pencd, of which there was no appearance, 
1t would only be occaſioned by the loſs of 
Blood: They had juſt made an end of bind- 
ing up the Wound, when for the fecond. 
time he came to Inmfclt; and becauſe rhe 
Princeſs had underſtood that it would be pre- 
judicial to him to {peak for ſome Hours; at 
_ the firſt Word which: he offered to ſpeak, 
fe laid her Hand on his Mouth, and com- 
manded him to be ſdent. It is wiin a great: 
Regret, ſaid ſhe to bim, that J ee my felf 
_ ablig. d not to diſcourſe with you, when ! 
- have fo much to ſay, but tiacc to preſerve 
me a greater Good, I muſt deprive my felt 
ol this little ſatisfaction; imitate me I be- 
Keck you, and know that you can at pre- 
ent give me nothing more agreeable than 
your Silence. You command me a thing, 
apſwered he, with a low Voice, which I 
cau hardly obey ; to have loſt you ſo many 
Ages, and not daring to open my Mouth 
to underftand white you have becn, 
during ſo long an Abſence; to have found 
— and not dare to enquire the means the 
Gods have made uſe of, to heap on me the 
5 anke Bleſſing I could hope for from their 
Beunty: At laſt to find my ſelf near you, 
= without teſtifying the excels of my Joy, 
| ang. as from the molt unfortunate of Men, 
You. haye made me the moſt happy is i 


80 LPR me Regrets ami 

|... my Delights? And on my.Pagh, added. th 
62! F. letting fall'h Tears, 18 ft 
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Moment. 
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endur d, I have the Occation but dare not 


make ule of it: ut is it not doubly to dye, 


and cauſe to be afflicted after death it ſelf, 


that I have depriv'd my ſelf of this happ 
nels, in being too cruel through the exceſs of 


my Love? Alas! I ſhould have been ſatis- 
fied, if I had ſhewn you tlie Innocency, with 
which I have made my ſelf Guilty: Altho' 
it was impoſſible for me to obtain to great a 


Good, but by a Misfortune of which dare 
not think, without being ſenſible of worſer 


Apprehenſions, than the Hl from which Lam 


juſt Freed : I muſt ſubmit to it, and in that 
interval, employ my mi nd on that mixture 

of which my Fortune has been full. Where» | 
fore, reply'd Meliſtrate, is the ſameforbid you 
as is to me? Becauſe, continued Prazimenc, E 
am woundcd as well as you. How, ſaid he, 


endcavouring to riſe, ſurpried attheleWords,, 


ate you hurt Madam: Oh Gods! Who is that; 
Sacrilegious Perſon, that Heaven has permit» © 
ted to commit this Cruelty udpuniſh de. 


Let me know it, if it be youn will, that E 
my remaining Force to puniſh 


may emplo 8 
the l - Mage de and Abominable of 


Men. Hold Sir, {ſaid ſhe, in reſtsaining 


him from riſing , if you would. revengethe 
Wound, it muſt be 9 7 jj 


Anthor of this be 
me that y qu take. y our Revenge: It. is. 


tave hurt my ſelf in wounding . fine. | 
i 


the wound I have given you is. as he 
me, and that if you had died, 4 


+ ** >. = 
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Moment of my Life, after having fo much 
deſired to declare to you the Pains 1 have 


2 
"7 
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have eſcaped. It is not nevertheleſs the 
Conſideration of what Miſchief may hap- 
pen to me that forbids me to ſpeak ; it is 


me not to do a thing for which I 


Prazimene.” 


the Attention alone that you would give 
thereto, which without doubt would as 
much incommode you as if you ſpoke your 
ſelf; and yet unadvis'd as I am, I ſorbear not 


committing the Fault of which I would excuſe 


my ſelf: It is enough my Meliftrate, engage 
chalk for 
ever repent, and that can make room for 


no other event than an ablolute Deſpair. 


And to recompence my Obedience, ſaid the 


1 | happy Meliſtrate, (although it is already but 
doo gloriouſly recompenc d by the Bleſſing of 


yourSight,) aſſure me that you are my Prazi- 
mene, and that it is no Dram, wluch abuſes 


me with ſo much content; becauſe the more 


I make Reflections on theBleſſing Lpoſſeis, the 


leis I imagine it effective. Yes, anſwered the 


Princeſs, I am that Prazimene, who has for 


= thought her Meliſtrate alone, and will live 
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Per none but for him; would to the Gods, that 
l bad been but in a Dream, when I wound- 
el you, at leaſt your Hurt had proves but a 
vain and imaginary Effect? Whilſt theſe 
_ two Lovers were entertaining each other af- 


tex this manner, proteſting always that they 


wauld fay no more, all the reſt of the Com- 
Þ ured very car- 


y retired : Oronclide e 
Wound was true, 


it what he faid 


rue, and never were 


Fs Vor received with greater Satisfaction 


lerer which was given: It is the 
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moſt favourable Blow I ever dreſt, ſaid he, 
and I can aſſure you, that without the los 
of Blood, he would be in a Condition to act 
as you do. The Gods be prais d, anſwered 


Oronclide ; and fo diſmiſſing him, command- 


ed oy - eek he — N to 3 | 
Bed,w eliſtrate repos d, and not ſo much # 
28 hearing of him breath, was afraid of ſome # 


new Accident; he took then aLight,and gent - 2 


iy went to Prat imene without ſeeing of he 
but drawing aſide one of the Curtains, a 


decing her reſting her Head near Meliſrat 3, 


who was fallen aſleep amidſt fo much Sweet - 
neſs, found that the repbs d likewiſe : The 
Inquietudes, which had equally troubled 
them part of the Night, and the Fatigues 
-of this laſt Misfortune, falling one on the i 
Neck of the other, had fo flupihed themyt hat | 
they agreed in all, even in the leaſt matters. 


Pra imene fell aſleep by vertue of 2 44 
being ſo, and certainly if Oronclide could 


become Jealous, it is moſt certain that ſu ß 


7 | DP awymene. — 


5 diſturbing them had put him: She look d 
if Aeliſtrate was not awake; but finding 
him aſleep, ſhe gently roſe up, and 3 went 
trom the Bed to have the greater Liberty of 
louder ſpeaking: Finding themiſelves at di- 
ſtance enough not to diſturb A eliſtrate, 
they begun with the uſual Compliments: 
Bus Orosslide was paſſionately Deſirous to 
know how Prezimene had — * her 

from the Bactrian Court, who he believ'd, as 


=_ -<articdthither, and how ſhe could come to 
chat Place undet that Habu, not proper 
"to her Sex, had intreated her to tell him, 
: aA knowing in her a like deſire of and con- 
* he Adventure pf Adeliftrate, be 
* Wad not voluntarily offered to latisfie her 
1 I I ſhall 2, {aid he go her, make 
ecital of this deſpair of this gene- 
us, bat anfortunate Perſon, way he firſt 
2 "ql your being carried away: To'tay 
ze Truth, 9 lick: but 
Reſentment, none could comprehend, 
1 tever {1gn \thereof d outwardly. 
er ——＋ ble of ighing, as ne alone 
worthy/r0 belov d of yon. Some 
"env his Happineſs, and who had 
l the magnificent and ſtately Prepara- 
tions for your Nuprials, wath hs es of Jea- 
, were overjoy d at his Grief, becauſe 
ed with their Deſires, but what occa- 
ed keir Joy ſoon after became their De- 
an as the envious Man becomes his 
Termentor, to me crcated Puniſh- 
42 ments 


well as all AHHria, that ſhe was*by force 


r 8 Gor 227 I, Jo a0 nt 22 o +. $3 — — — 


ved of the Cauſe of their Env 
true Madam that had you not been ador 


other manner, and to make uſe of terms 
more ſuitable: Upon Which taking c- 
caſion to conti nue his Diſcourſe; inte | 
you command me to commit an Injuſtice, ⁵⁶ 


me to 
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ments to thamſelves ; they had wiſhd for 
ſome Miſchiet only to confound Meliſtrates 
good Fortune, and only re 
loſs for that unjuſt Reaſon: 
found that that unhappy Accident reachd 
you alone, and that the incomparable Meli- 
rate ſubſiſted amidſt his Deſpair, they then 
e he e fore d away, and were 


joye'd at your 
ut when they 


puniſh'd for their il Will, dy ding depri- 
vy : It 


ang 


by ſo many Perſons, he who was to have 
been your Husband, had not by fo many 
been envied. Prazimene being aſhamed dt 
a Diſcourſe begun ſo much to her Adxan- 
tage, deſired Oronclide to treat ex after an- 


oo 


anſwered he, you are oblig'd to imitate the 


— 


Gods, who never permit an ill, but e 


in enjoytiing me to {ay but little, permit 


me not Blaſh, continued the Princeſs, that 
what you pleaſe, when any one pref 
of me more than they need, providence” 
comes not to my Knowledge, I take ty” 
Intereſt in it, ſince I cannot hinder Imath- - 
nation: But brave Oronciide, let mie langul 
no langer, delay not do tell ne Win 
mad@MeliftracPriforier of — N 
2 great wide he hat Held die thi * | 


| a4 
T4 
.E 


0 
% 
* 


.draw from thence a pee Good; i ther 
a | 3 7 
think the more. Provided you wake” 


7 
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„ F 
| been the principal Support? That Madam 

anſwered . follows what! 

have told you already; fo that to relate in 
few words, what has paft in a great ſpace 
of time, I mult take it juſt from thence 
= where you interrupted me. The whole Coun 
ſigh'd tor your loſs; Enquiry was made on 
all ſides, if no Troops had been ſeen to 
to paſs by; And if no Noiſe or Repon 
44 Was Rate of the Deſign exe ated on your 
if - Perſon; and Expreſſes were ſent to all parts, 
= on all Roads, and to all Cities in Aſſyria; 
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 Prazimene. 12 
nl from him, then he was us'd to be, and 
ri withal, promis d never to abandon the Care 
of Searching for you, but by his Death: 
ce At length the Court began by degrees to be 
cel more compos'd, Tears were leſs frequent, al- 
though they ſtill continued; and unleſs Me- 
lifrate, who ſeem d to be in Darkneſs, or to 
ſay better, beheld nothing at all, not ſeeing 
you: All endeavoured to divert themſelves, 
when an Expreſs arrived from the Governour . 
of Niniva, which let him know that you 
were under the Bactrian Power; that you 
having been refus d to him, Spite and Fury 
had made him take up Arins to demand Sa- 
tisfaction for the Affront; but that jos A 
bethought himſelf of the uncertain Event 
of War, had undertaken rather to force you 
away, which ſucceeded accordingly. Say. i 
you that a Packet was recerv'd, interrupted! |} 
Prazimene, quite Aſtoniſhd, by which. his 
Majeſty underſtood that I was in the hands 
| of the Battrian King? Oh ſtrange Deceit! 

Alas Oronclide | How far diſtant was I from 
thence.? And how Subtilly has the per- 
fidious Queen, who ſeemingly had ſo much 
delired that I ſhould become the Wife of - 
Melithrate, aSted in this Affair: I was not 
out of this Country; but had I been a- 
mongſt the moſt barbarous People, I thould © 
have received, mote Civility , than in a 
Kingdom, where the Jealouſy of a Queen, 
and the Tyranny of an Amorous Prince, 
have conbin 4 together to be my eternal 
kerſecutors. I begin 8 aid 3 


2 [7's * , 
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54 | Pratimene. | 
clide, to underſtand thisSecret,and although at 
firſt you ſurpriz d me, when you told me 
ou was not carried away into Bactria, yet 

5 hos reflected on theſe ſtrange Accidents, 
W which have ſince befell this Kingdom, I find 
chat ſo many Cueltics proceeded from the 
* fame Hand, for one and the ſame end and 

© Purpoſe. You knew it before me, Madam, ſince 

5 by you my have begun to act that diſmal 
. 1 ut you know it not better than Nh 
my felt, ſince you was not preſent at the ill 
latter Actions, and that you have no ways | t 
| been an Inſtrument therein, as I have been. n 
The generous Meliiirate underſtanding that 1 
the King of Bactria poſſeſt at his Prejudice, N v 
hat he had ſigh'd for ſo long, was ſciz d U 
= with ſo great a Reſentment, that he fell Ill, t 
and ſo dangerouſly, that from the very firſt H V 
they diſpaired of his * Ninus believing t! 
Wi then, that he had loit what next to the Fr 
wicked Semiramis he held deareſt in the Þ vv 
World, made a Vow to put to Fire andSword n 
al Battria, and with that Deſign, cauſed ÞÞ th 
new Troops to be raiſed whilſt the others D 

_ march'd directly towards that Country: le 
He was juſt ready to fall upon them, when Pe 
he was advis d to ſend an Ambaſſador to t 
demand you, and likewile Satisfaction for I. 
the Affront committed, to the end, that if . 
they reſus d to ſatisfie him, his Cauſe would re. 
appear more juſt, and his Proceedings more I th 
Legitimate: Although the Diſpleaſure to ¶ to 

| fee Meliſtrate in that Condition, whole it 

- Life was diſpaired off, made him very Im- 6 


Seen 


or > FF 
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patient, and deſirous of Revenge; he fol- 


lowed their Advice neverthclets, and Mer- 
zabane was nam'd (ſhall I call him Father, 


or the Murtherer of his King,) to be em- 


ploy'd on that Meſſage. In the mean time, 
the afflicted Meliſtrate received no Comfort; 
for when by Intervals, the Feavour left 


opt at the Entrance of the Chamber not 


to interrupt him, when we heard him pros = 


nounce theſe fad Words; Unhappy Meli- 
rate, laid he, ſince thy Feavour, and 
Weakneſs are incapable to free =o from 
this laſt Misfortune, and that it ſe 


it ſelf otherwiſe to me than to you : Good 


- N is 


A 


him, he gave himſelf wholly up to Com- 
plaints. I remember going one day to vide F 
him in the Company of ſome Lords; we 


thy Forces encreaſe as thy Miſeries do: 
Why, dolt thou not find in a final Refola- 
tion, equally Generous and Neceffary that 
Freedom thou deſireſt. Alas, one Moment 
will put an End to this Eternity of Misfor- 
tunes! Yes I may fay Eternity, ſince from 
the firſt Moment they began, I forgot thoſe 
Delights I formely taſted : Inſomuch that F' 
look upon my ſelf never to have been the 
Poſſeſſor of any, or if I do remember thent _ 
{till, they do but add to my Torments. 
Thus as paſt things, though dear ini their 
Birth, appear now to me but under a ron 
relembling my Diſgrace, ſo likewiſe does 
that hope which you would haye me ſtill 
to be Maſter of, my cruel Friends, preſent 3 


Gods, where is it whe found * Alas, ic 


76 5 Prazimene. 
15 true that I have found Prazimene again : 


0 loſt her for ever. She is no longer that 
__ MPrazimenc whoſe chaſt Embraces were reſer- 
=_ ved for Meliſtrate alone, but her who was 
= deftin'd for a Prince unworthy to ſerve her: 
Oh cruel Word, have you eſcap'd my 
F-— mouth! Oh fatal Thought have you ever 
pen harboured in my mind? Yes, ſaid he, 
= "After having been ſome time ſilent, but 
without an Intention to offend you Divine 
Princeſs; moſt certain it is the effect of a 
great Force or Reſtraint, and not any de- 
ect of your Affection. But happy Prince, 
— 7 Jon how to adore the Divinity you 
poſſeſs? 
% as a Goddeſs? Does Prazimene accept of 
your: Vows and Sacrifices ? Or ſince your 
unjuſt Marriage, do you ſuffer her to treat 
| you as a Husband? What, are you not her 
mL Slave? What, have you no other Sentiments, 
wk than thoſe of Reſpect and humility ? Ah 
Tiraytor! Thou dyeſt, and the ſole Reaſon 
ef 8 the Inftrument of Vengance 
from the Gods, makes me with to Live. 
Tes moſt deteſtable Prince, 1 will live to 
puniſn in your Perſon a Raviſher, and an 
» umpious Wretch. We were not ſenſible of 
a ſlender Compaſſion, hearing the agreeable 
Reaſonings of ſo juſt and fad a Complaint ; 
. but on the other Side, «we were not a little 
_ ſatisfied, when we underſtood that he reſol- 
_ wedto Live. It matters not, we cry'd, what 
rn to take Congage, pro: 


_—_ 
be l N 
1 
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But ye Gods, in finding of her thus, I have 


Do you Treat her as your Queen, 
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.  vidcd he gains his Health; And thus what 
e all the Care and Medicines in the World 
ir could not do, the juſt Paſſion which inſpired 
. him with Vengeance fo quickly operated, 
that in leſs than ſix days he was in a Con- 
dition to rife. The Truth is, the return of 
y my Father did not a little advance it, he 
: was fortified in the deſire he had of Re- 
1 venge, which had made him quit his 55 
u Our Monarch learnd from lim, that 
e Batrian King proteſted himſelf innocent M 
3 what was laid to his Charge; that it Was 
- true that by the deſire he had teſtified for 
e. you, he was willing to give ſomething to 
u bis Love, but being unjuſtly refus d, the 
1. | Knowledge of the Fauft he had committed, 
or bad you been given to him, would imme- 
5 diately have followed that Refuſal : That 
zt nevertheleſs had his Affection continued, 
Fa and that there had been no ether Remedy, he 
. was rcſolv'd never to obtain that by Cun- 
0 ning, which by Force he could have. This 
was the puniſhableAnſiver which that Proud 
Prince returned, and which did not ſo ſen- 8 
co. bbly touch your Aleliſtrate becauſe it was 
10 addreſs d to the Majeſty of the great Ninus, 


* but becauſe he ſpoke of you with an inſolent 
or diſdain. And on the cther hand neither our 

| dead Sovereign, nor Meliftrate, nor the great- 
NC | * One eat 
t; eſt part of the Court did otherwiſe believe, 
le than that you was carried away, aſſuring 


1 themſelves that the Proteſtatious of the King 
10 ot Battria had been followed with civilles 
- Uanguage, had they been true. Bebold Af- 


* 27 
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78  Prazimene. *. 
Hria now all in Arms; Ninas gives orders 
that Soldiers ſhould be rais d in all parts, 
and Meliſtrate, who ſince his Illneſs breat hid 
nothing but Fury and Deſpair, advanc'd en 
the Frontiers with theſe Soldiers, which were 
ul always in readineſs. Alas! interruptcd 
again Prazimene with Tears, which mant 

fſeſted the Goodneſs of her Mind, how ob- 
F *Rnate was the wicked Semiramis in her 
Pe Intentions, who in one Word might 
i "mace appeazd this mighty Ditorder ? And 
how powerfully does the Blood of ſo many 
People, ſpilt for the Puniſhment of a Crime 
which neither they, nor their Prince had 
committed, cry for Vengeance before the 
Throne of the Gods: Do not yet accuſe the 
1 Paule Semiramis, anſwered Oronclide, have 
eatience till the end of my Dilcourſe, be- 
= fore you ſpeak againſt her, and you will 
find that you hgve blam'd her for an Acti- 
on which is praiſe worthy, in compariſon 
WE. of that which fic hath acted. But perhaps 
bt tai. £#4zimenc, you may know as well as 
| J, of the Murther which amongſt us is to 
publick 2 No truly, anfivcrcd the, 1 know 
not yet of what you think I underſtood, 
mor could I ever think that the Qucen had 
*ever done any thing more Miſcheivous, and 
» more to be condemn'd before the Gods, than 

to have cauſed the Maſſacte of ſo many Men, 


So innocent a Mind as yours, ſaid Oronclide, 
could never admit of ſuch horrid Inagina- 
tions. But ha ve one Minutes Patience, 
11 —ůů FTE 


When ſo calily ſhe might have hindred it. 


Te 


2 Prazimene . 1 
Madam, and when you have heard the 
{mall remainder of what I have to ſay, you 
will confeſs that, that Vertue which ſuffers 
it ſelf to be corrupted becomes infini tely 
more Criminal, then that temper which is 
naturally vicious: The diſconſolate Meli- 
true, continued Oronclide, was hardly arri- 
ved on the fronticres of Battriaz when the _, 
Enemy oppoſed him with a great and po] 

erful Army, over which he became victg 4 
ous, nothing hindred him, but all gave 


to his furious efforts; inſomuch that wy 7 
his extream Toil and Labour his Strength ? 


could be leſſened, yet his Reſentment and 
Loye reinſtated him to that degree, that no- 
thing of humane ſeem d able to reſiſt hun. 
But ſurrounded as lie was with Victory and 
Saccels, and that the Bactrian King was re- 
duc d to that unhappy. Condition as to ex- 
pect nothing more from Fortune than a glo- 


nous Death; the cruel Semiramis having de- 


ſign'd moſt ſtrange Projects, began to put 


them in practice, to the cud the might bring = 


them to their bloody perfection. I am g- 
ing to declare my diſhonour, ſince being 
Son to Mer cabaue, I can lay nothing a- 
gainſt the Father, which will not appear to 
the diſadvantage of the Son; but I ſhall de- 
clare it in ſuch a manner, Madam, that af- 
ter having given you to underſtand that k 
have had a hand in the ſequel of an Under- 
taking, of whole beginning 1 was whollx 
ignorant, that L have allo repented fo much 
tor what © L ated, that. I can fcaxce. bebe e 
DOR 0 Eq © > wo 


*. 


8 Prazimene. 5 , 
what I have done, did not the Succeſs which = fat 
3s almoſt ready to be compleated, intirely 2 
rfwade me to it. Then Oronelide fatit- N= © 

ed the curioſity of Prazimene, in declaring m 

to her the violent affections, the immodeſt 1 87 

and ſhameleſs Queen of Aſſhyria had con- Pe 
cebiv d for her Meliſtrate, that finding ſhe I 
could not corrupt his Vertue by Love, the b. 
þclicv'd that ihe might overcome him, by tl 
eig bis ambition, to which end, ſhe tl 
=_ + *xreſ{olv'd upon the Murther of the un- *< 
=_ happy Nins: And that having offered him de 
the Aſſyrian Crown, that Prince fo faithful i 
and genetous, had redoubled his diſdain 0 
from the moment he receiv d the deplorable | Y 
News thereof, inſtead of being moved by þ 
the greatneſs of her offers; that he himſcif U 
dad charge to oblige him to accept of the @ © 
Diadem, or in caſe of a refuſal, to ſeize him 
amidſt of all thoſe Troops which he Com- q 
manded : And that nevertheleſs he could ' 
fay he had obey d her Commiſſion, without 
having executed it, ſince Meliſtrate, tho' a f 
"Priſoner, was more at liberty than ever. 
The Princeſs. confus'd to the utmoſt to hear | 
the recital of a Tragedy, which ſhe coudd * 

not believe. did ſcarce give attention io theſe 
words, which followed the Murther of the 
great Ninas; It was a difficult Task for her 
to belicve the horrid and diſmal truth of 
that Diſcourſe, inſomuch that Oronclide 
might have continued it without any inter- 
ruption, ſo great was her amazement ; ſhe 
deteſted ſo barbarous an Action, but at the 
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ſhe, on a ſuddain, who were the Raviſhers 
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fame time admired the ſtrange reſolution of 
a Woman whole accompliſhments had been 
ſo rare and remarkable, and that which 
made her ſenſible of tome Joy amidſt the 
grief for ſo fatal a Diſaſter, was the incom- 
parable fidelity of him whom the Gods hack 
inclined her to Love: Being thus agitated 

by the divers occaſions of aſtoniſhment whicky 
this recital had rais d, ſhe did not perceive 
that Oronclide had finith'd his Diſcourſe, but 
remembring how long the had been ſeparca- 
ted from her Meliſtrate, do you know, faid 


of Prazimene ? Docs not the unjuſt affection 
which our Queen had conceiv d. for. Mieli- 
ſtrate, make you judge, that L was a fatal 
hindrance to her Deſigns, and that on any; 
terms the ought to get me away; ſhe there- 
fore was the only cauſe of my being forc d 
away, and not the Bactrian King ; and, 
without all. doubt, it was a piece of ber 
miſchievons cunning, to cauſe Expreſſes to- 
come to Court of that falſe News, which; 
accus d that Monarch of having me under 
his Power: But, good Gods, of what {mall 
moment would that have been, if the divi- 
hon of two Crowns, which has coſt. the. 
Lives of ſo many Men, had not follow-d.. 
Nor had not all that been of conſideration, 
if that unnatural Action, which E can» 
ſcarce believe, had not been the concluſions 
of ſo many misfortuncs : and of which ne- 
vertheleſs, you ought not to doubt, an- 
ſwered Oronclide; would to the Gods, Ma- 
"ye E 5 dams 
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82 ES, Jena 
dam, anſwered he, that it was not ſo true, 
Aſſyria by this accident, has receiv'd the 
molt ſenſible Blow that an Empire can en- 
dure, and would not behold it ſelf at preſent 
on the brink of11ne ; Meliſtrate would not 
have beenreduc'd to that fad Condition you 
ſee him in, and you your ſelf would have 
been upon the terms of enjoying that happi- 
neis which would not have been ſubject to 
change ; whereas thoſe that you may here- 
err receive will never be certain: nor 
Mould 1 on the other hand, have had the 
glory of rendring a Service to the molt wor- 
thy of Mankind. What I have ſaid thereon, 
Madam, is not to give you any apprehen- 

ſions for the future; it is only to conccal 
nothing from you, of what might be fore- 
ſen, to the end that you might take your 
Reſolutions, and thote too of a ſufficient 
force to overcome all thoſe difficultics which 
might oppoſe you. For niy felt, I pretend 
to partake ſo much of your cares and paine, 
that if 1 ſhould not be endued with Under- 

ſtanding and Induſtry enough to diſpel 
them, at leaſtwiſe I may have affection e- 
mough to reſent their moſt cruel attaints, 
and to ſuffer them with an excels of content 
and ſatisfaction. I know very well, Oron- 
«hide, anſwercd the Princeſs, that you Love 
Meliſtrate, and this aflarance makes me be- 


being his better part; to Love him perfect- 

Iy, you mul} chenth me. I do net then 
doul 

3 has 
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Here that you Love me likewiſe, eſpecially 


t but that the Miſcrics which Heaven * 
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Gy has deſtin'd for us, would have ſome inftu- 

e Hence on you, and that deſire which you 
5 have to ſee my Conſtancy, without defect, 
r does oblige you to give me the Advice which | 
'l I have juſt now receiv'd. But if I was in- 


un KF vincible when I had none by my ſelf to ſup- 

by port my Courage in the greateſt afflictions, 
what can I not do now, that I find in a 

0 an Example which I ought to follow. Cer- 
tainly whatever Inconſtancy Fortune it fif 
can practice to annoy us, and what 1120rouse 
perſecutions with which the cruel Semiramis 
would deſtroy our Love, it will prove for 
„ the future but a ſtreighter binding of that 
x Knot, which will prove too ſtrong to be 
1 W unloosd by her wicked Practices. And you 
bold leis from that Example and Councel of 
K which you ſpeak, ſaid Oronclide, thoſe Le- 


l ſtimonies of a Mind abſolutely reſolv'd, 
1 than from your own proper Vertue. But, 
5 Madam, ſince I have faithfully given you an 
? account of what paſt in our Court ſince 
X your abſence, you might favour my Curto- | 


iy with the Relation of thoſe unhappy Ad- 
ventures which have befallen you, yet it 
ö there ſhould be any thing which ought not 
to be diſcover d to me, or if out of any o- 
ther Conſideration, the Requeit Which 
make is not agreeable, I conjure you to re- 
mie it. Prazimene, after having tatishcd 
Oronclide, that there was nothing of Secret 
which the might not let him. know was pre- 
WW. £21ing to declare to lim the particulars of a_ 
| dung of which he had learnt but the * t 
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8  Prazimene. 
ral, and ſhe had already advanc'd very far 
in her Diſcourſe, when ſhe was interrupted 


by a note which was made at the Chamber 


door; Oronclide roſe from his Seat to liſten, 
and found that ſome body knock d ſoftly to 


come in; he ask d who was there, and when 


he underſtood that they demanded entrance, 
he opened the door himſelf without calling 
any ot his Attendance, who lay in a Room 


next to him ; he was ſurpriz d to ſee that it 


was a Soldier of his Troops, and was much 


more, when after having demanded what 


oblig'd him to return ſo ſoon, being but 
Juſt gone, he receiv'd this Anſwer. My 
ord, laid he, I had not preſumed ſo far, 


had it not been of great importance to you, 


and upon that, having obtain'd leave to 
ſhut the Door, to the end that if he was 
followed, they might not hear what he was 
relating, he purſued his Diſcourſe in theſe 


words: After that we were retired, four or 


five of my Comrades deſired us to hear ſome- 
thing, which they would communicate to 
us; and one of them having Liberty to 
ſpeak, made this Diſcourſe ; as well for the 


reſt, as for himſelf. I know not whether 


8 bave obſerv d thoſe Teſtimonies of af- 


the Priſoner; but if you have never fo lit- 
tle, it 15 impoffible but ycur Sentiments 


mould agrze with ours, he takes a more par- 
ticular Cate of him, than he would of our 


Queen ; and even upon that Accident 


Which lately bapucd, he ſpak ſo advanta- 


gioully 


ion, which our Commander renders to 


r OO "OO 


now made particular 
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giouſiy of him, that we muſt be eĩther blind 
or deaf not to ſuſpect his Fidelity : This is 
the Cauſe, my Friends, which makes us 
rclolve to think on the means of hindring 
kim to ruine us, in the fnving of the Priſo- 
ner, as there is great appearance that ſuch is 
his intention, and that we were very deſi- 
rous to advertize you thereof, to the end 
that we may jointly conſult of the Means 
we ought to take to prevent that Evil which 
15 preparing for us. This attentively was 
liſtned unto, but was better received, by 
cafon that without contradiction they all 
agreed in the · truth thereof; inſomuch that 
{everal who perhaps till then, had not ſo 
much as thought of _ ſuch thing, have 
emarks on your 
actions, and the concluſion has been, that 
if you continued your good uſage to Meli- 
ſtrate, they would ſeize on you, and con- 
duct you to Babylon, and ſo put you both in 
the Queen's power: This Deſign taken, e- 
very onepwas retiring; but he that had made 
the Diſcourſe, having teſtified that he had 
ſomething more to ſay, they betook them 
ſelves to liſten again. He prayed us to con- 
ſider, that if we defer d the execution of this 
deſign, perhaps it might happen that you 
had already given the Priſoner his Liberty, 
and that we ought to ſeize on you as ſoon as 
you {ct forth to morrow. Never was there 
teen, my Lord, ſo ſuddain a change of a re- 
folution already taken; this lait Propoſitions 
Was approved of, and found very need ful F ; 
3 5 and 


the wicked intent of my Companions, 


. Prazimene. 
and altho it was forbid after that to ſay 
any more, yet I believe had it been delibe. 
rated to have laid hold on you immediate), 
even that would have been received unan- 
mouſly and without any contradiction : As 
F was impatient to have them retired, to 
_ diſcover to you their Deſign, I feigned my 
elf aſleep, until thoſe which lay in my 
Chamber were ſo in effect; and when they 
were in the deepeſt of it, I got out as ſe- 
_ eretly as I could; if you judge me any 
ways ſerviceable to you in this affair, you 
have but to command me ; and you may 
find, my Lord, that I have as much fidelity 
to ſerve you, as I had good will to diſcover 


Oronclide without being aftonii}'d at this 
accident, ask d him ſeveral Quettions, to be 
latisficd whether what he heard was truc, 
becauſe he ſcrupled it, leaſt it might prove 
an invention to baulk his Deſign ; to all 
which he anſwered ſo pertinently, that 
there remained no longer any doubt in lum. 
In the mean time, Prazimene who had ſeen 
nothing but what was fatal ſince that mo- 
ment in which {he had learnt the I mpritoi:- 
ment of Meliſtrate, revolving that in her 
mind, and adding to it this laſt misfortune, 
imagined that there was no longer room for 
hopes, and without doubt the tears were 
going to overflow her beauteous face, if 
Oronclide in endeavouring to interrupt their 
courſe, had not told her in few words, that 
there was yet one way lctt to rctrieve An 


- 
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from this danger. Beholding then the Sol- 


dier, who had made the diſcovery of what 
was plotting againſt him with an eye which 
conjur'd him to be faithful, or which at- 
furd him of a ſevere Puniſhment, if after 
having engag' d his Faith he thould break it, 
he continued to let Prag imene know, that 
if Meliſtrate had ſtrength enough to bear 
with the fatigue of a Horſe, they might have 
time enough to get a good diſtance from 
that place, by the farour of what darkneſs 
yet remain d, to eſcape the preſent danger; 
he added, that not being far trom- Battria, 
they might retire thither ; and that altho it 
was in a Kingdom whote Gialters were oc- 
caſioned by Meliſtrate, neverthelets it ought 
to be conſidered, that Kings never act any 
thing unworthy of their Diadems, and that 
Conſideration being removed, the Battrian 
King would hold it as a fayour, that that 
great Perſon would fly to him for protection. 
Alas, anſwered the forrowtul Prazimenc, 
unge you have rcduc'd all cur hopes to theſe 
points, I may well fay there remains no 
more tor us. That Meliirate ſhould be in 
a condition to endure the toil and tedioui- 
neſs of ſo precipitate a Journey after the 
wound J gave him: That after the loſs of 
lo much Blood, he ſhou!d have force enough 
not only to take charge of his own health, 
but likewiſe that of another; Oh Gods! it 
cannot be perform'd but by a Miracle; it 18. 
what I do expect alto, and upon what I 
ground the Advice 1 have now given, if 
Ns OMP AMeliſtrate 


88 RR, Foe 
Aeliſtrate ſeconded by the ſole remembrance 
of his Prazimene, has perform'd ſuch things, 
that Fame was fearful to publiſh it, leaſt it 
ſhould paſs for Fabulous, and meet with no 
Credit, what can he not do now, when he 
ſhall have betore his eycs the exccllency it 
ſelf; without doubt this fair Object will 
revive that firength and vigour which 
dels in his Breaſt, and that by a Miracle, 
olf which he alone is worthy, his Cure may 
prove as ſuddain as his Wound. Theſe lal 
words were pronounc'd with a Voice loud 
enough to interrupt the repoſe which Meli- 
rate took; he was ſurpriz d not to find 
Prarimene, when he reach d aut his arm to- 
wards the Place where he thought to find 
her; but hearing the noiſe which was made 


not far from his Bed, he judg'd that the was 


amongſt the number of thoſe which {pike 
with ſo much vchemence. He liſtned 2 
- Hitle to learn if it was ſome additional miſ- 
fortune, well knowing that they would ne- 
ver advertize him of it, if they did not ab- 
ſolutely deſpair of a Remedy; at length the 
Frinceis letting him hear ſome Sighs, which 
ſhe could not ſuppreſs, he drew alide the 
Curtain, and advancing his Body quite out 
af Bed; Is there, ſaid he, any new Subject. 
worthy of your tears, or rathcr after fo 
wonderful and accidental a meeting, can 
any thing happen that can be of force enough 
to ſhaken our minds, and trouble cur con- 
tents: Oh Melifrate ! antwered the Prin- 
cels drawing near him, have I not gy 0 
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Goh, when I ſee that each moment prepares 
new Misfortunes for us: If Death it ſelf be 
deem'd a diſaſter, and that we are threatned 
therewith, cried Meliſtrate, the Gods can- 
not ſend me one more pleaſing than that 
which I ſhall ſuffer in your preſence, I will 
at leaſt give the Lye to Nature, which holds 
that the paſſage from Life to Death, is 
dreadful even to the moſt mi ferable; ſince 
upon the renewing of my happineſs, 1 
could have ſet it free without the leaſt Senti- 
ments of regret. I know very well, an- 
ſwered Oronclide, that this timorous Lover 
would repreſent to you as a 8 
an accident which is very common 


lent affection, muſt have as violent appre- 
henſions. Prince, continued he, in what 
Condition do you find your ſelf after the 
wound given you by thoſe fair hands; why 
do you ask that, aniwered the Prince, is it 
to demand ſatisfaction for ſome offence 
which they might have given. But ſhall 
you have firength enough, reply d Oronclide, 
to ſerve your Princeſs on ſo lawful an Occa- 
ton. Force enough, ſaid the wounded Me- 
itrate, rather ask whether I would not rife 
up again from the dead, to render her the 
eaſt. Services; I have enough not only to 
undeitake to revenge her quarrels, but to 
do jt eſtectuaſty, and J except nothing bit 
what I wall pertorm, whem eit ſhall be in 
quettion to fighr for fo Juft and Glorious a 
Caule. *Yowhave then more than you have 
5 occalion 


accident >mmon, but hare 
2 little patience and you will fee that a vio- 


90. : Prazimene. | 
occaſion for, anſwered this real Friend, to 
eſcape that _ which Prazimene las 
preſented to you ſo great, having no other 
thing to overcome, than to fave your felt 
during the remainder of the Night, there is 
ſtill ſuffcient to convey you far enough 
from hence before you can be purſued: In- 
lomuch, continued he, directing his Dit- 
courſe to Prazimene, I can ſee nothing to re- 
new your tears, or which ought to create 
in you ſo much fear. Meliſtrate not know- 
ing how to explain the word ſaving him- 
felt; not having heard what the Soldier had 
declared, was quite aſtoniſiid to hear him; 
when Oronclide, after having made appear 
to him, that on this Occaſion it was not 
ſameſul to ſave himſelf, diſcovered the 
Keaſons why by gave this Advice: I fee well 
continued he, perceiving that MAeliſtrate 
' ſhook his head, as not conſenting to his 
Propoſition, that you are too generous to 
fave your elf, whullt I remain in danger; 
and by that ſeem to deman'd what will be- 
come of me: But let it ſuftice, dear AMieli- 
ſtrate, that whoever, ſerves you, cannot pe 
'rith ; 1 ſhall be diſpos'd of as it pleaſes the 
Gods; and ncverthelefs whatcver becomes 
of me, I {hall be too well ſatisficd, if any 
- misfortunes . to me, when 1 (hall 
remember, that I have been ſerviceable to 
you, to confeſs to yeu the truth, my Reto- 
lution is, never to abandon you, but 10 
render my ſelf the Companion of your For- 
tune; and ſince that cannot qt 
e . prejudicing 


b without 


, = D 
prejudicing your Liberty, it would be much 
better that 1 remain here to prevent tome 
part of theſe Deſigns which are framed a- 


Nainſt you, or to deſtroy them quite in de- 


cla ring my felf your Deliverer : This will 
not hinder that 1 partake not of your Ad- 


ventures, and that ſometimes in remem- _ 


bring of me, you might ſay, Oronclide 
wanted an Example to parallel ours, to o- 
blige him to embrace a generous inclination. 
Ye Gods, cried the Prince, what Councel 

is this: Is it poſſible that you ſhould en- 

deavour to make me act a thing which on 
the like occaſion you would not thank on. 

What, dear Oronclide, ſhall I abandon you 
to the rage of a {lighted Lover, whilſt I ſhall 
ſeck for a place to ſhelter my ſelf from her 
infamous Perſecutions; you will receive the 
glory and honour of ſo generous an Act, 
Whilſt I ſhall receive the ſhame of being 
Idle; you will be made a Priſoner, whiltt 
| ſhall enjoy a Liberty which will redound 

to my eternal diſgrace; no, Oronclide, it is 

julit ſtifling me in your careſſes; it is lo- 


ring my Life, but robbing me of my repus- 


tation; treat me, dear Fricnd more honour- 
ably, or Love me leſs, I'll go with you to 
Babylon, as I have already reſolv d, and there 
acquitting you of your Promiſe to that Bar- 


barous and Cruel Queen, I will bear wit 


nels to the whole World of her parricide 
and Impudicities? Do not think that I Will 


delay one moment the execution of 


what I have ſaid, no, I have ſo great a dee 
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fire for it, that if my wounds at prefent 
hinder the effect, I am afraid I ſhall mur- 
mur againſt them: But what do I ſay, can 
I ever murmur againſt them, whep I conſi- 
der the dear Author of them; but at leaft 
you may be aſſured that this is the only ob- 
ſtacle which in this caſe I can patiently en- 


dure. Do you reſolve to be loſt, anſwered 


Oronclide, and having no other conſidera- 
tion than that of an imaginary honoar, do 
you deſte to forſake the deareſt care you 
can take, recolle& your Reaſon as you 
ought to do, and you will find, that what 
herein is glorious to me, cannot become ho- 
nourable in you; I am entire to my ſelf, 
but you are divided; it is therefore permit- 
ted me to act gas I pleaſe, or at leaſt I am 
_ enjoyn to it by honour and friendihip, to 


purſue what I have determind, and you 


ought to do nothing without the permiſſion 
and conſent of your Prazimene, will you 
| diſobey her, when her tears commands you 
to quit that thought, you behold her before 
you without any other Language at preſent, 
give way Meliftrate, and ſubmit to this ex- 
ceſs of Love, and be this day capable of 
fear, ſhe has apprehenſions for you, tho 
none tor her felt, do you then fear tor her, 
and not for your ſelf; remember that hence 
forward, you are her only refuge, and con- 
ſidering that your Life depends upon hers, 
love ycur own, if you are deſirous et hers; 
good Gods, can it be poſſible that you 


* mould feck for your ſatisfaction by ways 


- 
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diſpleaſing to her; dare you conceive any 
thought contrary to her will; Oh generous 


Prince I canhot believe it, notwithſtanding 
your deſign does almoſt perſwade me to it; 


quit it then, and by a longer retardment of 
a Misfortune, do not occaſion a deplorable 


one never to be retrieved. Meliſtrate, who 


for the ſtrongeſt and molt powerful conſide- 


rations, would never have conſented to. 


have left Oronclide in that danger, in which 


his own Liberty muſt infallibly have en- 


gag d him, was ſcarce requeſted thereto by 


bis Miſtriſs, but becoming obedient he con- 


ſented to it; he, who never any fear before 


could ſurprize, now trembled with the ap- 
prehenſions of diſpleaſing her, he turned his 
eyes then from Oronclide, and caſting them 
on the Princeſs, ſeem'd to beg of her to de: 
clare her Opinion. Prazimene underſtood i 


very well his Language, but her Tears and 


sigbs not being ſo ſoon overcome, ſhe re- 
mained ſome time without anſwering ; at 


laft conquering her grief, ſhe confirm'd Me- 
liitrate in his obedience : I applaud your 


generoſity, {aid ſhe, but I applaud you ſtill 
more for your Love; if when 7 engag d 
ad told nie 
that Love ſhould give place to you courage, 
now to ob- 
ſtruct or hinder your preſent purpoſe; but 
ſince you excepted nothing out of that pow- 
er you then gave me, 1 will therefore relin- 
quich nothing that may in the end preſuj- 
dice us; I cannot think of the ee x 


me with your affection, you 


I had not conſtrained my ſel 


*+ 
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uhich you deſired to precipitate your ſelf, 
without dying with fear, and J believe ] 
may be dear enotigh unto you to make you 
hate the very thought, after having ſatisfy'd 
you, how inſupportable it is to me; relin- 
quith it then I beſeech you, and for the fu- 
ture embrace none but what may tend to 
our common content. Fair Princeſs, ſaid 
the paſſionate Meliſtrate, if J have ever made 
any reſolution which 1 have eſteem'd to by 
contrary to yours, render me the moſt mi- 
ſerablè of Mankind, here I have leſs need of 
Favour than of Juſtice. As the glorious 
Title of being your Servant is the greateſt 
advantage, with which I can be honoured, 
I have behiev'd that the leaſt action ought 
not to render me unworthy thereof; If 
therefore Divine Prazimene, any accident 
was able to aſtoniſh me after ſo precious an 
acquiſition, or if 1 ſhould have refus d 
to undertake the greatelt dangers, which 
leads to glory ſhonld 1 deſerve the poſſeſſion 
ol it; do not therefore think it ſtrange that 
Ideſpiſe the moſt difficult Adventures, but 
make ule of it only, I mean that power you 
have, and you will find that it will eternal- 
| ly prove the Rule for my Deſigns. Oroncli: 
inding that all things were diſpoſing to ſuc- 
ceed according as he had defired, interrupt- 
ed that Diſcourſe, which was beginning to 
draw on another, to acquaint theſe. Lovers 
that it was time to depart ; then 4elifrac 
dteisd himſelf, and (oh Miracles of Love) 
he made appear as much readineſs as uf 67 


45 
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af bad not been hurt; He had juſt made an 
I cad when Oronclide order d the Guard, who 
ou had diſcover'd to him the Secret, to call the 
4 Y Maſter of the Inn: He executed his Com- 
in- mands with as much diſcretion as the neceſ- 
u- fty of this important eſcape did require; 
to Hand when he was come into the room, he 
id Nreccivd Orders to call one of his Servants 
de who beſt knew the way, and to open that 
be © Gate which he obſerv'd gave upon the fields: 
mi- This Man, who minded nothing bur his 
of profit, and imagined that he perform'd his 
us Duty in obeying Ororclide, is being Com- 
eft mangler of a Troop, one parc ort winch was 
d, ina mutiny in the jore-part of thie an, with 
br peed executed what was enjoyn din: In 
If che interim, he who had diſcloſcc - Se- 
nt Ncret, got ſome of the beſt Horſes Sadled, nd 
an Ihen all was ready, Oronclide, notv/ith-. 
4 tanding all that Melifra:cs the Princeſs 
ch could tay, tod k one to conduct them ſome 
n part of the way; that Man was likewiſe 
at None of the Company, together with him 
ut whom the Innkeeper had ſent to ſerve them 
2 bor a Guide; and thus it was that this ſinall 
1- Iroop began to leave a place where nothing 
4e but Blood and Captivity- reigned. At the 
end of the Town Oronclide commanded the 
t- Cuide to put them in the neareſt Road to 
o the firſt City, which was in the power f 
rs the Battrian King, which he did, having 
e (underſtood that they deſired to avoid the 


e) compith Ways; he carried them through; © | 
je | maſt 
4 


ity, they maſt SI ; 
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paſs to get into a Road, which he aſſured 


them was as eaſie to follow as the ordinary 


way: Whilſt thus they march, the thanks 


due to their Curteous Deliverer, moderated 
the ſad thoughts of their Separation; but 


when they were come to the place where 
there was no longer need of a Guide, their 
words on a ſuddain failed them, and an 
equal concern ſciz d on all their Minds; 
Oronclide would williagly have gone fur- 
ther, not to have left them, who were fo 
dear to him; and on the other hand, he 


was not deſirous of following them, being 


ol Opinion that he ſhould be leſs ſervice- 


able in being with them than abſent, 


Meliſtrate with'd that he might return with 


Oronclide, but conſidering Prazimene, he 


no longer deſired it, and could reſolve on 


nothing but her ſafety. At length after 


having beheld each other tor ſome time 


without ſpeaking ;' thoſe two Friends ani- 


mated with one and the ſame motion, em- 
 brac'd, and the afflicted Oronclide made 


Meliſtrate promiſe that he would not admit 


of a third into their Friendſhip without his 
knowledge, and for his laſt compliment; 1 
ſhall be jealous, ſaid he, leaſt another more 
worthy ſhould poſſeſs it to my pre, udice; 
nevertheleſs that jealouſie would ccaſe as 


oon as I ſhould have underſtood that his 
Vertue rendred him worthy of it; becaulc 


- - 


gas I ought to give place in this, I would 
_ carry it from all the World by the greatuc!: 
ob Scrvice: If therefore this misfortune 


„ Foul 
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ſnould happen to me, when I ſhould con- 
{ent thereto, at leaſt it ſhould not be witb- 
out this reſerve, that I ſhould be the third 


partaker of your Friendſhip, but that I my 


{elf ſhould ſtop you, who for loving you fo 
well, delire that you was at diſtance from 
me, and do not conſider that it is high 
time for me to be ſeparated from you. Go 
then thou faithful Lover, fly from a Coun- 


try which is fatal to you, and believe that 


in permitting me to pofleſs your place here 
againſt Fortune it lelt, you grant me ſuch a 
favour, as after it I ought never to pretend 


to any other. At theſe words leaving each 


other, Oronclide turned to Prazimene to take 
his leave of her, ard then dividing their 
Company in two, the one retook the Path 
which he had left, whilſt the other took a 


quite oppolite one. Meliſtrate had remain- 


ed lent for tome time to conſider on the 


los of his Friend, which he imagined to be 
unavoidable, had not the converſation of 


her, whom he held to be the deareſt in the 


world diverted his grief and affliction.  He' 
had ſcarce quitted the generous Oronclide, 
when his merit was the greateſt part of his 

Diicourſe, and not the continuation of his 
Misfortunes. Prazimene was the only Cure 
tor his wounds, and being far from leaving; 
any ſigns, took away ſo much as the e. 
membrance. Their Diſcourſe was not al- 


ways upon one Subject; from the Vertas' 
of Oronclide, they were mindful of their 


in intexeſt in particular; they renew'> 


% 
amidſt the horror of the Woods, and the 
obſcurity of the Night, thoſe innocent and 
chaſt careſſes, which at Liberty in a mag ni- 
ficent and ſplendid Court they had taſted, 
and as if they had undertaken to make 1 
ſmall recital of their harmleſs and tender 
_ affections, they repeated their Vows which 
they had ſolemnly and mutually made, and 
_ thoſe Promiſes ex:ctly obſerv'd, and finiſh- 
ing by a kiſs thoſe agreeable Proteſtations, 
they alighted in a Wood, which they were 
to pals through, to give ſome time for the 
recital of each of their Adventures: But 
Pr azamene was no ſooner ſeated on the grafts, 
but that ſleep which could not before ſur- 
2 her by reaſon of the motion ot the 
Horſe, gently now end eavour d to flide into 
ber eyes; it ſe1z'd on her then with a plea- 
{ing violence, and altho' ſhe (trove to over- 
come it to pleaſe her Meliſtrate, to whom the 
had begun her Diſcourſe of being carried 
away, ſhe could not ſo well reſiſt it, but 
that after having began one and the ſame 
_ thing ſeveral times, and told without any 
order ſeveral accidents which deſerv d a par- 
ticular and regular account, the ſuffer d her 
ſelf to be overpower d by that ſweet and 
aimable Conqueror. The Prince who never 
beard any Eloquence capable of charming 
bim to that degree, as did this incoherence 
ef Prazimene's Diſcourſe, ſuffered her to 20 
dn, without telling her of her Miſtakes. He 
was ſo raviſhd to hear her thus by times 
tell things without order, and then. on A 
47, „ „ ain 
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ſuddain recollec her ſelf, that he forgot te 
intreat her to adjourn her Diſcoure till af- 
ter {oine hours repoſe : At length finding 
her faſt aflecp, he came to himſelf, and re- 
membring his Duty, he laid her 1o that the 
might not be incomoded, by the miſtinefſs 
and vapours of the Morning. Some final 
Rays of Light began to make one diſcern 


thole Objects near one, inſomuch that he -, 
might admire all thoſe Graces. which a- 


dorn'd the Perion of his Princeſs : He ob- 


lerv'd indeed no more than what he had be- 


fore beheld, that is to ſay, her Face alone, 
by reaſon that the Dreſs, wherewith the had 
ditguisd her ſelf, hiding the reſt of her 
Bcautics, nothing elſe appear d to him. Ne- 
verthelets contemplating on her with an 
cxtream Liberty, and without being other- _ 
wiſe directed, he found out ſeveral Perfe- 
cons, Winch he had never obſerv'd till 
then. He was tranſported more than once 
with the theft of thoſe Favours he ole, but 
they were to chaſt and innocent, that the 
lincerity of his Deſigns were never ſhaken z 
and without doubt, this moment had paſt 
with him for the deareſt and moſt happy of 
all thoſe which he had ever enjoyed; if a 
mixture which is ordinarily obſerv'd in all 
things which are raiſed by Nature had not 
taken part in this extream felicity, for being 
then too happy: Meliſtrate felt new pains, 
and ſo lively they were, he choſe much 14 


ther to ſuffer them, than to be deprivd of 


10 dear an Object, or to be interrupted in 
„ F 2 ſuch 


© 
E 
5 
1 
" 
* N 
1,4" 
F 
. 
* 

{= ki 
ug 1 
. 

7 = 
* 

7 . 
bs 7 
'FY 
3 1 
4 
£ 4 „ 
4 
. 
8 


b U * 
. 
2 . | xp 
F * 
* 
= 


%%% ,/ 7" AG 
ſuch raviſhing Meditations. If I muſt pur- 
chaſe, theſe ineſtimable Graces, ſaid - he, 
Gods do you not mock me, in permitting 
me to have them at ſo vile a rate, to endure 


 folittle, for ſuch vaſt ſatisfaction, is it a 


lawful compenſation ? Do not 1magine that 


in increaſing to the utmoſt, this Martyr- 
dom I chall change for that, ſince the pre- 


ſence of Prazimene creating an exceſs of Joy, 


cannot ſee it ſelf overwhelmed with excet- 
five Gricf. Thus Meliſtrate reſiſted the pain 


and anguiſh of his Wound. and his Cou- 


rage which could not be leflened, had ad- 


ded this agrecable Victory to the number of 


thoſe he had obtain'd in ſerving the AſHrian 


Empire, had not another Enemy aſſailed 


him: It was the fame which had ſubjected 


the Princeſs, and who enjoying the right of 
à Conqueror, poſſeſt her entirely, without 
being Jealous of. But from the ſweets of 


his thoughts, was he ſcarce fallen into the 


charms of repoſe, when Prazimene in ſighing 


awak d, ſhe beheld her Meliſtrate, whoſe 
paleneſs made her tremble; and adding 
thereto the remembrance of her Miſeries paſt, 


together with the unfortunate Condition cf 


her Lover, and the apprehenſions of what 
yet might happen, her Sighs were going to 
accompany her Tears, when ſhe heard a 
noiſe near the place where ſhe was. She 
that Sigh'd not at Liberty for fear of difturb- 
ing the reſt which Meliſtrate took, fear d 
much lels the danger ſhe had reaſon each 
moment to apprehend then the diſturbing ot 


his 
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. his repoſe. She roſe then reſolv'l to know 
e. the occalion of the noiſe ſhe heard in the 
g || Wood, and advanc'd ſome ſteps towards 
e that ſide, ſhe thought the heard it. Ihe 
a | Habit wherewith ſhe was diſguizd gave her 
it aſſurance enough, but as ſhe ſtep'd to liſten. 


3 to ſome words which the wind brought that 
8 way, ſhe was ſeiz d behind, and turning a- 
7 bout her head to fee who it was, the found 
1 her ſelf in the hands of a dozen or fifteen 
n Soldiers, being upon the point of returning 
os without prey, ſaid the foremoſt of the 


. Troop, yet we ſhall fare but very ill, not- 
f withitanding they have met with this Ca- 


vallier. The diſconſolate Prazimene con- 
1] fus'd to the utmoſt by this unhappy acci- 
1 dent, did not loſe that care ſhe took for the 
f Prince; the to whom the practice of many 
t Misfortunes had taught her experience, pre- 
f ſerv d fo well her Judgment in this new 
. Captivity, that by an admirable ſtrength ol 


relolution, ſhall 1 cry out, faid the to her 
felt, alas thould my voice reach the Ears of 
Meliſtrate, as I cannot doubt but that it 
Will, the furprize he will be in zt awaking 
and finding me, may finith what his wounds 
could not pextorm ; or 1t he ſhould have 
Force enough to reſiſt ſo rude an aſſault, 
Gods will he have enough to encounter this 
Company of Soldiers, and ſhall I be fo mi- 
{crable as to ſee him loſe his Life for me, 
| having already almoſt Joſt it by my own 
hands? what ſhall I refolve upon, unhap- 

8 py Praximene, whatever Delign thou un- 
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dertakſt, thy Meliſtraie will be loſt to thee. 
Io entreat his aſſiſtance, his Death will be 
the Fruit thereof, and if thou calleft him 
not, thou art yet more aſſur'd to loſe him: 
But at leaſt let thy Miſery ſerve thee for 
Comfort, and that amidſt fo many Misfor- 
tunes, thou mayſt yet acknowledge, that 
Heaven is ſtill ſomething favourable to thee, 
in that it has preſery'd to thee underftand- 
ing enough to know the difference: Thou 
wilt but half deſpair, when thou ſhalt but 
_ apprehend the death of thy Prince, and 
whether it thould ſo happen, through ſur- 
Prize or regret, or that his wounds, or any 
other accident ſhould give it him, yet un- 
certain of ſo dumal a Truth, thou wilt (ll 
flatter thy felt; whereas being preſent at his 

death, which infallibly would follow the 
relief he would undertake, thou would'ſt 
no longer be Miſtriſs of that ſoft moment 
ot hope during the continuance of thy Mi- 
ſlerics. Farczwel then dear Meliſtrate, and if 


tornm Lice that this adieu, Which my poor 
heart takcs of thce, and which my mouth 


diſguize of my Sex ſecured my Honour. 
What other rciolution the Princcls would 
have tiken, the could not have executed it, 
becauſe that during theſe ſecret regrets, 


the Geiuus which guides our affections have 
not quite left us; let him take care to in- 


dares not utter, is a pure effect of my Love: 
But let lim tell thec at the lame time, that 
I would have hazarded thy Life, had not the 


t cy had carricd her tar from the place 
J77!!ͤͤ » 
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where. Meliſtrate repoſed. The Brigade 


taithiully guided, ſtop'd not at the meeting 
of ſeveral Roads, ſo that in all diligence 
they travers'd the whole Foreft, and being 
at length come to a Plain full of pleaſant 
Rivolets, which ran into a great River, did 
not leſſen their march till they had gained 
the Bridge. It was on the other ſide there- 

of that they began to queſtion the Princeſs, 
and that they told her ſhe was under the 

Bactrian Power: She rejoyc'd on the one 

band, that ſhe had not met with Thieves, 
as the feared, but the grew fad on the other 
band, ſeeing her ſelf alone at the diſcretion” = 
of a Prince who having Courted and de- 

manded her by honourable ways, was un- 


juſtly accus d for having carried her force- 


ably away, and ſtill more unjuſtly waged 
War againſt on that pretended Sub- 


Nevertheleſs conſidering that Affairs were 


no longer as they were at firſt, and that the 
bloody Semiramis had changed the whole 


face thereof, ſhe believed that the Bactrians 


were not ſo cruel Enemies to her as that 
pittileis Queen. And indeed it was not 
without an appearance, ſince the diſcretion 

olf thoſe whoſe Priſoner ſhe was, the might 


thereby judge of their Sovereigns Vertues; 


they did not only treat her with Humanit 


in the taking ot her, but alſo with muc 


cCourteſie and reſpects in their. demands: 


Notwithſtanding what good opinion ſhe 


conceiv d of their uſing her fa favourably, 
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the was far from diſcovering of her ſelf ; it 
was not that the was ignorant that ſhe could 
not always conceal her ſelf, yet as ſhe knew 
it well, the was refolv'd to lay a reſtraint 
upon her ſelf, ſo ingeniouſly, that ſhe would 

not make appear the leaſt hen of her Sex, until 
the was in a place where the might diſcover 
ker ſelf with ſafety. Compoſing then her coun- 
tenance, and making a ſhew of a greater 
atlurance than in effect the was Mittreſs of, 
the underſtood from thoſe Soldiers that they 
were conducting her to their Camp; ſhe 
enquired if their King was there; and the 
Captain fatisfying her thereof, was not 


but added, that ſome Spies had reported 
the day before that the Aſſyrian Army was 
in a ſtrange diforder, occaſioned by the 
misfortune arrived to their General, that 
the Troops of the King their Maſter, half 
overcome by the admirable Conduct of Me- 


News, and that ſcveral Commanders, of 


Commanded to advance into the Country, 
which was uſurp'd by the Enemy, to take 


that Adventure might make them ſtand leis 
on their guard: But what confirm'd the 
Soldiers more abſolutely in the belicf of that 
News, was the arrival of the Princets Ara- 


never grant it, lince the beginning of the 


contented with telling of her of that alone, 


_ tiftrate, had taken heart again at that good 


which he was one at that Report, were 


.tome Priſoners ; that perhaps the ſurprize of 


linda at the Camp, to whom the King would 


War. 
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it War. Prazimene hearing the praiſe of her 
d BF Prince in the mouths of the Battrians them- 
ſelves, was agitated by two different Paſ- 
it ſions, which the Name of Meliſtrate had 
d raifed in her, when that of Azalinda crea- 
ung in her the ſubject of new thoughts, 
r I put an end to that diſturbance, where un- 
- WW doubtedly ſadneſs would have gained the” 
upper hand. She believed that in throwing _ 
her {elf into the protection of, that Infant, 
ſne ſhould there find a refuge which would. 
be neceſſary for her, in the midſt of a Peo- 
ple extreamly afflicted on her account; and 
that if there ſhould happen unto her any 
misfortune in that Sanctuary, it would be 
more ſupportable and glorious than the leaſt. 
the ſhould ſuffer having neglected it: Being; 
then well reſolv d not to diſcover her ſelf to. 
any but the Princeſs, the was conducted to. 
the Camp; where it was nois d as ſoon as } 
the was arriv'd, that the Baiirian King was 
doing to ſend back the Pringeſs Azalinda. 
The fear which poſſeſsd Pradimene of that 
veparture, which was to be the next day,. 
had without doubt made her. deſpair, . had 
not her being a Priſoner to a Commander, 
v-hoſe curtefie the had much preſum d up- 
on, {weetned the laſt effect of her misfor- 
tune: As he was going to give an account 
ot lus Courle, and that the afflicted Prazi- 
mene tearcd to be. preſented to the King, 
dhe ſtopt him, by the moſt humble and fub= 
milſwe Language She could think of; and. 
| ͤ;— 8 
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that having the efficacy of that Veitue, had 
alſo I know not what which ſurpafs'd all 
that, being pronounc'd by a Mouth which 
it was impoſſible to refuſe. If the Misfor- 
tune of others is capable to make you un- 
derſtand, that you may become ſo your 
felf, ſaid the, treat thoſe which fall into 
your hands, as you could deſire to be treat- 
ed by them, if in their turn they had the 
like advantage over you. Do not grant to 
them indifferently all things, but alſo do 
not deny to them thoſe favours which can- 
not be but indifferent to you. I am of that 
quality and confidcration, that if you knew 
me, 1 doubt not tut your Civilities would 
become exceſſive, ſince in the only quality 


of a Prifoner of War, which deſeryes no fa- 


vour, you have ſhewed fo much reſpect, 


that I remain confuted. Finith then, and 


make your gencroſty perfect: Do not con- 
tent your ſelf with your firſt Favours, add 
thereto if you pleaſe, that which 1 am go- 
ing to requeſt and intreat Preſcat me 
forthwith to ycur Princeſs Azaliada, to the 
end the may free me from my Miſerics. 1 
ſhall not lay that you will oblige me in 
_ procuring me this konour, that term will 


4teem 1ndecent in the mouth of a Captive, 
who is already too much 1ndebted to you, 


but I ſhall Gare to {ay that you will oblige 


= your anta, and that the Teſtimonies there- 
| of which you render, you may give Faith tomy 
worde, which perhaps appear to you incredi- 


dle. Ihe Commander much amaz'd at this 
| | | Requett, 
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N ſeem d nevertheleſs inclinable to ſa- 
tisfie her. He did not only liſten to what 
Prazimene ſaid, but caſting his eye more 
curiouſly than he had done before on her 
face, he there obſerv'd ſomething that he 
had not yet ſeen in other Perſons, and what 
without cauſing an entire dazling, created. 
at the ſame time reſpect and admiration. In 
fine, without being aſſured that ſhe was a 
Woman, he could not believe hera Man; 


and in that doubt which leant on that ſide. 
where ſo many Charms which are not com- 


mon to Men, compell'd him, he permitted 
her not to reiterate her Requeſt, but obey d 
immediately. He conducted then Prazime-. 
ne to the R Quarters, and happily 


there found her as ſhe was entring into a 


Tent prepar'd on purpoſe for her, but withat. 


fo Rich, ſo Spacious and fo well furm\n'd,. 


that one might juſtly take it for a magnifi- 
cent Pallace; he preſented our unfortunate 
Cavalier likewiſe with a Warlike Comple- 
ment, and telling her in few wotds the ex- 
tream deſire the Fair Priſoner teſtified to be 
offered to her, put that young Princeſs into 
ſuch a confuſion of «thoughts, of which ſhe 
alone knew the Cauſe. She received Praxi- 
zene with an air fo charming, that altho“ 
that fair unhappy Lover was not ignorant 
ot her own proper Beauty, the thought ſhe- 
poſfeſs d none in compariſon of what She 
beheld in the Countenance and Actions of 


the [nfanta. If Prazimene was rav.dh'd with, 


the grace of Azalinda, Axalinda found boy | 


"208... „C 
felf no lefs ſurpriz d at the Charms the be- 
held in Prazimene, and nevertheleſs in the 
mutual ſurprize, the one acted nothing leſ- 
ſening her Condition and Station, nor the 
orher againſt the Deſign ſhe had propoſed to 


ing her ſelf at the feet ofthat Sactuary which 
the had ſought for, rejoyce at your good 
Fortune; bleſs the Gods for that they have 


bewail its Loſſes, ſince ſhe has the means to 


juſt, yet in effect very unjuſt, has miſera- 
Manners and. Affestions have ſuffer'd a 
People who will behold the end of their 


miſeries by the end of mine; let a fatal 
moment for me, but advantageous to the 


my Lite docs yet prepare for them, and 
that the ſmall ſtream of my Blood. might 


her ſelt. Madam, ſaid the Suppliant, throw- 


this Day delivered into your power the fa- 
tal cauſe of the War, by which means that 
Kingdom which of Right belongs to you, 
is almoſt ruined. Battria need no longer 


take a ſignal Revenge upon the Perſon who 
has ſerved for a pre tence to create it. Iam 
the occaſion of the Slaughter of ſo many 
Men, which. an Undertaking apparently 


y Sacrific'd to Love and Hatred: For in 
two Kingdoms ſtraightly joyn'd by Alliance, 


bloody diviſion; and. for me thoſe fertile 
and rich Fields have been cultivated by the 
hands of Death; deferr not then any longer 
great Princeſs, to ſatiefie the Vows of a 


two Crowns, put a period to -thoke unhap- _ 
py remaining days, which the preſerving ot 


Seal and Defend this Country from that 
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cruel inundation which flows from all parts. 


By a Rigour fo ſevere yet juſt, you may re- 


venge all thoſe Crimes, which the War has 
committed; by that means you may fix a 
tottering Crown, and you will appear 


wonderful in one thing, that in endeavour- 


ing for you you will profit by your Ene- 
mies. Prazimene had not ſaid fo much, if 
the ſilence that the Princeſs obſervd, had 


not given her the opportunity to continue 
it; and nevertheleſs altho her aſtoniſhment 
was great, to hear words which the could. 


not comprehend, yet ſhe let none {hp from 
her. Gods, ſaid * by what a precious Trea- 

fure is Liberty, ſince the loſs thereof carries 
with it, that likewiſe of our judgment. 
This Captive here makes that plainly appear 
in the thought, which he has to be the Sub- 
ject and Cauſe of our Diſorders, Which 
without doubt has hapned to him, but ſince 


his being taken, wherein his mind is more 


interetted than his Body. She was then go- 
ing to Command them that they ſhould” 
treat the Priſoner as his Youth and Beauty. 


defcrv'd ; when Prazimene approaching 
nearer, to the end that tlie Infanta alone 
might behold, what ſhe would ſhew her, 


unbutton'd her Coat, and with a Baſhtul- 


neſs which this Action rais'd, not without 
__ reaſon, made her obſerve a part, which had 
been without parallel, in having no defect, 
had not the like centred in the Frincels, in 


the ſame perfection: It was a Breaſt which 


altoniſh d her,-as well for its due propor- 


tion 


8 S] A - 
tion and whitenels, as to ſee it in a Perſon, 
whoſe Habit made her judge 1t to be of a 


Sex unworthy of ſo precious an Ornament: 
What ſaid ſhe, fair Captive (having now 
diſcovered her by her voice as well as by 


that action) is not Prazimene the fatal Fire- 
brand to this Kingdom? and after that 
Truth owned, the ſame Prazimene confeſſes 
it her ſelf without any Reaſon: Is it a ſign 
that jſhe has loſt her judgment, when ſhe 


| ſeeks to perith in the general wreck, of 
which ſhe is the innocent and unhappy 
Cauſe. Think better of her fair Princeſs, 
interrupted Prazimene, and ſay ſhe has loſt 
that good Fortune which once {ſhe peace- 
ably enjoy'd. Say ſhe is abandon'd by the 


Gods, add morcover that the has loſt be- 


'yond hope the laſt of Happineſs which 


_ ought to remain; but do not fay that her 


:ſenſes are loſt, ſince they are ſo ſenſible of 


her Miſeries, ſince they ſo livcly reſent them, 
and that they ſeek to be eas d and reliev d 


by the extreameſt of all Remcdies, What 
are you the ſo famed Prazimene, cryed the 
| Iyfanta, are you that Incomparable Princeſs 


| who is reſpected even by thoſe whom the 


makes to ſuffer ; then ardently embracing 
ber, the remained ſome time without ſpeak- 
ing, but beginning again her Diſcourſe; 


certainly ſaid the, I find my ſelf under a 
prodigious aſtoniſhment: It is not that I 


doubt, Madam, that you are not that Prin- 
ceſs whole exquiſite Perfections triumph o- 


ver the old as well asthe younger Princeſs of 


Aſi 
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Aja ; witneſs the King my Father, who quite 
conſumed by ſo glorious a Flame, from an 
old Monarch, is in a few years become a 
young Lover. Thoſe perfectiens which I 
have already obſerved, and of which the 
Gods were never ſo Prodigal but to a Pra- 
zimene alone makes me too ſenſible to doubt 
thereof: But I do not eſteem my ſelf happy 
enough to enjoy a benefit, which notwith- © 
ſtanding I find I have not wiſh'd for in 
rain: At that going to renew her embra- 
ces, Prazimene retir d. Hold, Madam, ſaid 
the, I am fo contagious, that the bare ſee- 
ing of me, is of ſufficient forge to infect you 
with my miſeries: If far diſtant from your 
Kingdom I have cauſed ſo much ill to it, 
what may it not ” fer now that I am pre- 
{ent in 1t, and' you not ſuffer, you 

who by an extraordinaty bounty, treats 
thus the cauſe of all your Misfortunes. No, 
no, Madam, Ido not demand of you any 
favour, which may prove fatal to you; I do 
not ſeek for a Protection, that may involve 
you in my Ruine; but I implore ſuch a Re- 
medy which ought to be your Revenge, and 
my Safety: I thall not, anſwered the Infan- 
34, elteem my ſelf uncivil, if I ſhould have 
no regard to your Prayer and Entreaty; for 
belides its being too full of deſpair to be 
granted, it would likewiſe deprive me of a 
latisfactzon, for the enjoy ment of which, I 
have often implored the Gods. Say no more 
to me, continued he, obſerving that Pra- 
Limene was going to interrupt her, that 
. 4 Bactria 
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A Prazimene. | 
Baftria is deſerted becauſe of you, that its 
| whole extent is but as one Tomb to its In- 
habitants; thatits Fields inſtead of Delight- 
ing the Sight with their natural verdure, 
frightens one with ithe ſight of Bones, as. 


well as the blood with which they are 


| fprinkled. It is indeed of great concern, 
yet it is much inferior and beneath that 
Treaſure which at preſent I enjoy, all ought 


do be proportion d, fo that thoſe things 


which are common may be acquired more 
eaſily, but thoſe which are excellent ought. 
to be purchas d at a dearer Rate; I behold 
you, I enjoy your Company : Battria there- 
fore is too well recompenced ; I will not 
fay for one part of its Loſſes, but too well 
made amends, as to the Price it ſelf, which 
you have colt it. The Captain who had 
taken Prazimene,. altoniſh'd at an Adven- 
ture ſo rare, made an exact reflection from 
that very moment, to the time {he was 
ſeiz d: Whilſt the two Princes were thus 
diſcourſing, he imagined that if he had not 
treated her as a Peron of Merit, at leaſt he 
Had not offered her thoſe Indignitics 
which the moſt moderate Conquerors. 
exetcule over their Captives; and finding 
that nothing had paſt, but what might Le 
Iook'd upon as a favourable uſage, he be- 
Hey d that her Dreſs, which appear'd ſome- 
thing extraordinary, would make that pals 
for Courteſie, which the knowledge of her 
Scx and Quality had claimed in another 
manner. ' Remaining therefore well oy 
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fied, he was yet the more overjoy d, that 
Heaven had made choice of him to be the 
Inſtrument of putting into his Princes hands 
the aimable cauſe of ſo many diſorders. In 
the mean time the /zfanta, after thoſe great 
Teſtimonies of affection, by which ſhe en- 
deavour d to comfort Prazimene, obtain'd 
at laſt from that afflicted Fair one, that ſhe 
would take ſome Repoſe. She was not ſa- 
tisfied with Conducting her her ſelf into the 
Richeſt Chamber in her Pavillion; ſhe was 
not ithſtanding the humble Endeavours of 
Prizimene, the molt affectionate and offici- 
ous of all thoſe which by her Command 
were appointed to ſerve her. I cannot tell 
whether I ought to call theſe few hours, 
which this charming afflicted one remain'd 
without Motion, Sleep or no, ſince that her 
Mind being fatigued with her Diſturbances 
and Misfortunes, created troubleſome 
Dreams, which robb'd her of the ſweetneſs 
of her Repoſe. But be it after what man- 
ner ſoever I call it, whether Repoſe or Tor- 
ment, however it had the appearance and 
likelihood of Sleep, if it was not a true one. 
Azalinda, who had often with'd and de- 
ſired to ſee Prazimene, found it ſo difficult 
to believe, that ſhe enjoy d that ſatisfaction, 


that the reaſoned for ſome time thereon, to 


the end ſhe might doubt no more. At 
length the Object the had before her eyes 
lurmounting all her incertainties, created 
in her another defire to accompliſh the 
latter: Is was to learn the Cauſe * o 
| 1 15 555 | = 194 
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blig'd that Princeſs to make appear ſo von- 
dertul a Deſpair. - The Habit of a Man 
which ſhe wore, and by what ſtrange meays 
| the came in her Power created in her that 
Curioſity. But what the had heard in Pub- 
lick coming freſh in her memory, made it 
ſo violent, that how great ſoever might be 
the pleaſure ſhe received in contemplating 
of her whilſt ſhe Repoſed; and regarding 
at her pleaſure each feature of her face, 
wherein there was nothing but what was 
Cha ming, ſhe would have been willing 
that Prazimene had not Repoſed ſo long; 
the fear of loſing the firſt moment when the 
ſhould awake, hindred her from carrying 
the News of this Adventure to the King; 
inſomuch that the was forc d to content her 
elf, to let him know it from the Officer, 


who had no ſmall ſhare therein. As Axa- 


linda was mufing on what ſhe 1o much de- 
fired to know, and thinking upon what had 
been 1mputed to that Monarch about the 
carrying away of that Princeſs, all things 
appeared to her obſcure, ,Pratzimenc through 
an ordinary effect of Dreams, cry d out, 
no, no, Melijtrate, this ſeparation ſhall no 
ways divide us; whatever Inteligence there 
may ſeem to be between the abominable Se- 
miramis and our Deſtinies; my mind ihall 
always attend you, if I cannot accompany 
you otherwiſe; with thele words the a- 
wak d, and receiving a Kits from Azatinda, 
jutt as ſhe opened her eyes, and at the fame 
Lune heard ſuch kind expreſhions, which 
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were ſo many Charms to render perfect a 
8 ES et between 
them. 1 were but promiſes of a perpe- 
tual Undo, and Hiſtory may f 
fert, that that ſmall Dialogue might have 
paſs d for one of the molt excellent Diſcour- 
ſes which ſhe ever Recorded, could the Au- 
thor make an entire recital of it. It ended 
tut not the Infanta's deſire, which when 
Prazimene knew, if you requeſt ſo much, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, to know my Adventures, 
why do you not clearly let me know it, to 
the end I may fatishe you therein; tell me 
if you pleaſe, that you will participate of 
my good and evil Fortune, but likewiſe 
promiſe that you will have patience to hear 
ſo long a recital, and you (hall behold me 
this moment Triumphant, to ſee my ſelf re- 
duc'd to this unhappy State, that it fuffices 
to per{wade us that the Heavens have Limits 
when they raiſe us, but none when they are 
pleaſed to abaſe us. If to aſſure you of my 
patience, anſwered Azalinda, is the means 
to engage you the eaſier in the recital of your 
Alventures, I will promiſe you to equal 
that with the deſire I have to hear t hem; 
therefore do not think lightly to paſs over 
any Circumſtances of your Hiſtory, rather 
force your ſelf to remember the leaſt paſſa- 
ges, to the end J may know them as tho- 
rowly, as if they were my own. Oh, Ma- 
dam, ſaid Prazimene, 1 mult not only in o- 
beying of you, entertain you with the par- 
nculars of my Lite alone, but I muſt joyn 
De # With 


\ 


1 „„ „„ 1 0 . . ' 
4 Cid 4 1847 o 
Eg gs a. — 4 
6 0 , 


— , N — == - — 
1 
2 8 — * 


33 


1 — < 
þ 


el \ 

af? 4 
„ 

AY, 


» * - 3 en YER 5 Py 2 "2 exp 4a = 
* 5 — 2 9 — 223 
Va os T4 25 >: —— 
. A * — « * — 


— 2 — — 
om 423 


116 „ Fa 7—· 
with it theſe of a Queen whoſe Vertue here. 
tofore favoured me, but whoſe Crimes and 


Malice at this time perſecute me; and it 


will rather cauſe your deſire to lanęuiſh, 
than to ſatisfie your Curioſity. No matter 


Fair Princeſs, added the Infanta, provided 


it makes no addition to your Sufferings; it 


will be an additional ſatisfaction to me, if 


it be of the Queen Semiramis you are to 
{peak of, I ſhall be glad to learn the won- 


ders of a Life, which as I have often heard, 


never yet had its equal: It is of the fame, 
continued Prazimenc, and ſince the enter- 
taining of you therewith, will be agreeable, 


it is neceſſary that I relate her Hiſtory before 


my own: Then having a new embracd 


each other, the Bactrian Princeſs diſpoſed 
her {elf to give attention to what Prazimene 
was going to ſay, and that unfortunate 


Princeſs thus began her Diſcourſe. 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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Second BOOK. 
ore THEN I repaſs in my Memory, 
cd / thoſe Incomparable Vertues, 
ed 1 Which I have fo long admir d 
ene in that Queen, who will take 


ite Yup moſt part of my Diſcourſe; 1 have all 
the ſatisfaction imaginable to have for an 
ordinary Entertainment the faireſt moments 
of her Youth ; ſince that it is true, that 
contrary to the common order of things, 
ſhe has made appear in a time, when if we 
ought to give way to our Paſſions, it is the 
Seaton when they exerciſe over us the moſt 
violent Empire and Sway; and that Wi- i 
dom and Vertue with which we ought to 
be endow'd to ſuppreſs all others in the great 
4. Jundertaking of an Heroick and Noble Life: 
But when I ceaſe to meditate on that 
thought, and that from her generous Inno- 
cency, I come to reflect on that prodigious 
dilorder which by her later Actions have 
* n 
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bee made appear, I remain ſo ſurpriz d, that 
 Idemand of my felt, if what I heretofore 
admired was true, ſince what I now find is 

ſo diſtant from it; or if what I now ſee is 1 
falſe, ſince thoſe. things which I have here- 
tofore took io much pleaſure to imitate, have w 
been ſo generally obſery'd, that it is not Jof 
oſlible to recall in doubt, becaufe it is true I ja' 
Madam, that all thoſe eminent and excellent ar 
qualities (to amount to that degree, of Which di 
Fame has ipoke to loud, and that never any ſw 
4 yet artaincd to, but that Princeſs of whom in 
= I am going to ſpeak) were found ſo remark- b! 
4 able in her Perſon, that the ought to be na- m 
med Vertue it telf, and not the Vertuous m 
Semiramis. And if to content you in part, N ce 
you detire that I ſhould make you a rough N ac 
= deſcription, I ſhall begin by thoſe things N re 
=_ which are the neareſt; I mean by the Ex- ¶ ju 
F cellencies of her Body: But it from thence tc 
= you would have me pals to other Wonder, Ja 
_ which ſhe no longer poſſeſſes, I mean the w 
4 dazling Beauties, which leaſt they ſhould N u 
lurprize the whole World, are hid witlün, It 
and which never ſhinc out but by effects: 1 U 
$ will not deſire you to give a ditpentation. I ti 
baut to permit inc only to ſay little, in gut U 
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Prazimene, | 
The Hitory. of SEMIRA MIS. 


His Queen of whom I k was Fair, 
not becauie of chow «3144 1MCNLS with 
which Nature cyriches the Ladies e whom 
often that Title is 2iven; She was Fair I 
Jay, not in that maiulcr as thoic are, which | 
are noc to be look'a upon without extraor- 
dinary Raptures; but ſhe was endow'd 
with a Peauty io Divine, as Hr'kes an awe 
into the greateſt Courages, abaice and hum- 
bles the Proud aud Haughty, furprizes the 
molt afturd, and gives admiration to the 
moit indifterent; good Gods, by thoſe ac- 
compliſhments how many Adorcrs has ſhe 
acquired to her ſelf, and how many Amo- 
rous Offerings have been preſented to ſuch 
jult merits; but her Ingenuity and Wit, 
together with her nianner of Behaviour had 
a great {hare therein. The Country, which 
was Witncis of fo many Beauties to make 
up but one intire Miracle was Syria, and 
the delighttul Aſcælon was the happy City 
wherein the was bred, which gives Name to 
the Kingdom of which it is the Capital, as 
this Monarchy takes its Name from the. 
Principal Scats of its Kings. I was-lo young 


when thoſe rare perfections began to thine 


8 
170 


and appear to all Apa, that I cannot call to 
mind, whether they were taken notice of 
all at once, or by degrees; and I was ſcatee 
arrived to the Age wherein a firm 4 
and judgment begins to enlighten the Un- 
1 8 9 nding, 
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120 Pratinene. 

derſtanding, when hers was become ſo ſound 
and perfect, that imagination its ſelf did 
own its inability of making an addition to 
it. It was at that time when the great Ni- 
nus, of Memory equally glorious, and de- 
plorable, became enamoured with ſo many 
perfections. I ſhall begin my Diſcourſe but 


juſt before her Marriage, ſince my own 


cnowledge extends it felt but little before 
that Ceremony. You are not ignorant, 


Madam, that that Victorious Prince was 


the Son of a Father, whoſe Ambition and 
Courage had made him to be fear'd by 
his Neighbours, altho' he perform'd not 
much, and that far exceeding ſo noble an 
Example he had conceiv'd in his Mind, ſuch 
Deſigns which were infinitely beyond ſo 
worthy a Predeceſſor. Following then, or 


rather exceeding by muchthoſe braveExam- 


ples, without any other motive than that 
of Glory and Renown ; after having van- 


1 the Meſſaputamians, the Perſians, the 


edes, and divers other Nations, which 


by force of Arms he ſubdued in an Age of 


Vigour and Strength, he reſolved at length 


to carry his Victorious Arms againſt the 


Syrians : Thither he came with a numerous 


Army, and finding nothing able to reſiſt 
him, : over-run the whole Country till be 


came to the Kingdom of Aſcalon. He en- 
countred T7 arſenos its King, Father to the 
Princeſs whole Hiſtory Jam relating, aud 


_ overcame him ſo intirely in three pitch'd 
Battels, that at length that unfortunate 


Prince 


ances, ſhe had xepreſented the Great 
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Prince was fore d to ſhut himſelf up in the 
Capital n Kingdom, and to truſt 
his weltare to Walls and Ramparts, having 
not met with it in the refolute diſpute of 
three generous Combates. You may repre- 
{ent to your imagination what was the dif- 
order amongſt us during the Siege of that 
City, ein it was lodg likewiſe all our 
hopes; there was nothing but tears, and 


the Gods received leſs Prayers from us 
through Devotion than Fear, all was in de- 


pair, our Proviſion began to fail, the Sol- 
diers were very much decreas d by Sallics 


4 


and Diſeaſes, and at laſt all the Refolutivn 


and Councel tended to die in a generous 


and final cffort. In trutk it might well 


prove fatal, ſince it was deſfign'd to draw 


gut from the Town all thoſe that were ca- 


— 


pable of bearing Arms, to the end that dy- A; 


ing by the hands of their Enemies, the 

Whilſt thoſe” 4 1 | 
that remained, unable to unnderge that nnr 
pwy, were to put fire to ae Ad co fave * 
de Honour ot the Aſcalaman Ladies, in pet- 


might revenge their deaths, 


wading the moſt Couragious to put au tk 


themielves to their Laves, and by killing 
ole whoſe weak Reſolution ſhould” fart 
mem; molt certain it is that Fame had de- 


* 


-cved us; grounded ion {ome feeble Rh. 


i a Monſter, who had no other deſigg n 
11S Conqueſts | than to ſatisſie a V aſt Ambi- 


non, a Pride inſupportable, and a Savage 
Quclty. Ina mos that is to e * 


ince 
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Frince the molt Wicked and Inhumane; 
and yet nothing was more contrary to his 
Iemper; none of thoſe Vices with which he 
was defam'd were lodg'd within him; but 
on the contrary, he was Maſter of all thoſc 
Vertues which were oppoſite to them; in- 
ſomuch that of the ſweeteſt and molt cxcel- 
lent Prince inthe World, they hade made 
him a moſt dreadfal Tyrant. The: incom- 
parable Semiramis carnied by a Reſolution 
altogether particular was tofolved to accom- 
pany in that Action thoſe Ladies which 
came near her in Courage; ſhe ſeparated 
then theſe who deſpiſed their Lives, from 
thole who lamented the loſs thereof; and 
| having ſhut her ſelf up in the Palace, which 
ie no ſonger beheld as the delightfal Abode 
of the Kings of Aſcalon, but as the Tomb of 
ber Chaſtity ; without making appear any 


's 

1 

N 
7 


gn of fear, but rather with an aſſured 
Countenance, ſhe conjured them not to re- 


gret thoſe days they were going to ſhorten; 


Fw in the mid of her Piſccurſe, as if in- 


8 
— 
Pa 


- Ah 


 Tpiredby the Tutelar God of our Country, 
he ſtop d on a ſuddain, and ſcem d to ſtu- 

L * a ſhort ſilence, the changing her 
fee and words, cryed out, yes I will doit; 
And perhaps the Gods, who without doubt 
barg inſpired me with this thought, will be 
Aang to my deſign, and perhaps will act 

by dhe hand of a ſingle Woman, what they 
would not "ſuffer to be done by the power 
and ſtrength of a great many Men. Then 
chooſing four or five of thoſe in whom he 


„ 1 


moſt truſted, ſhe enjoyn'd the others to at- 


tempt nothing tüll they had heard from her, 
and ſo retiring into a Chamber which ſhe 
hut too her ſelf, fo much afton'th'd thoſe 
which remain'd behind, that they beheld 
each other, without being able to do other- 


wile. In the interim the Soldiers, being 


joynd with molt of the Inhabitants vf A- 


(4.92, were got into the Field, Couragiouſſy 


to Celebrate there their own Funeral Rights, 


and were encountred by the Enemy. The 


Blood ran down on alhſdes, and the Earth 
a hamed to behold ſuch a Maflacree, refus'd 
to hew 118 Own natural colour to the eyes 


ot the Combatants, to repreſent to them 


that of death and defolation. . Already the 


number of the dead, excecded that of the 2 | 


ling, and tie loſs, altho' much leſs on ons. 


ſide, nevertlicleſs was advantagious to the +. - 
Enemy, becaule they exceeded us much id 
number; when a Knight richly Armed 
tollowed by two others, Whole Amo, 
here. 


was not lels tair, arrived at the place . 


the Victory was,dafptuci with fo mp 


heat, becauſe thoſe Strangers carried neither % 
or 0: the Agri, thoſe that law: kelge” - 
ald not judge of what tide they Ins 

Avance towards them, to be KRaWir Who 
they were. But had uo ſooner Men 


he Device nor Lyyery of the e 


winch obliged tome of the Enemies 


them, when inſtead of putting themſelves 

in a poiture of defence, they rendred them- 

ilv;s Priloncrs. He, that was the richlieſt 
* 
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Arm'd of the three, ſpeaking to thoſe who 
had taken them, pray d them on the ſpot 
to conduct them to their Prince, in order 
to diſcloſe to him a Secret of Moment; they 
imagining that they had met with ſome— 
thing very advantageous, as well for their 
Party, as for their own particular Fortune, 
did not ſtay to be entreated to it a ſecond 
time: They conducted the Priſoners to- 
wards that Squadron where the King was in 
Perſon ; and making fome of the Com- 
manders to underſtand the importance of 
their Prize, the King was immediately Ad- 
vertis d therewith, He retired from amidit 
his Soldiers to give them Audience; and 
bing receiv'd them with all the Civility 
de Place could admit of, promiſed them 
1 very extraordinary Recompences, provided 
eie was. nothing ef Treachery in what 
ws had to declare. It muſt be owned, 
adam, that a brave Warriour in the heat 
+ © ofa Combate, ſeems to pcficls more at that 
die than the bare quality of Man permits 
bs be Maſter of in the reſt of his Actions. 
üs sion this, according as 1 have heard 
= ofthegreat Maat, when he receiv'd thoſe 
Wins. He pure to them greater than 
. thEgreateſt of Men that they had ever cen ; 
atid.thatermel and violent exercife he had 
ning, bad ſo heated him, that 
1 thought that fire pro- 
ed from his Eyes, and that his Body 
being likewiſe enflamed, his Arms were 
become red, as well through the ot 
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I now come to demand. It is not there- 


begau to murmur from the very futt hay , 


Praimene. — ISL 
that heat, as by the blood of his Enemies. 
This Obſervation was not made by me. I 
had it from the Chiefeſt of thoſe three that _ 
beheld the AMhrian Monarch in that Con- 
dition, and who for to ſatisfie him ſpake 
thus. Unjuſt Prince, I know very well, 
that to come near to ſpeak to you, I mnlt 
of neceſſity make ule of this piece of ſubtil- 
ty, by which I have ſucceeded ; being cer- 
tain that after any other manner it would 
have been impoſſible for me to obtain what 


fore to advertize thee of thy Victory that 1 
came hither into thy preſence; it is ſtilik 
leis the deſire to flatter thee, having alone 
elcap'd the wreck of my Country; but a. 
Lawful and juſt defiance I come to offer to 
thee, to ſpare the remains of the miſerabſee 
Aſcalonites, which thy Arms are ready to- 
Sacrifice to thy Cruelty; cauſe L pray thee, i 
this Maſſacree ſo unplealing to the Gods t 
ceale, and by a fmall Rivolet of 3 
which one of us two {hall ſhed, put a ftr 
to that inundation, which has almoſt over 
tow'd this Kingdom. Be no longer deaf * 

to thoſe ditmal Cries and fearful Groahgof - WW 
lo great a number which muſt periſh ubs 
thy Ambition; let thy compaſſion be no 
longer wanting towards thoſe Who are ho - 
leis Men than thy felf, and by thy becom 
ing more juſt, either do thou thy (elf 
purchale the Victory, or loſe it. Thole 
who ſtood round that unknown Knight, 
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KL word is cnuugh, added the King, Irccuire 


1726 2 Prazimene. _ 1 
ke ſpoke; and it is likely that they had cut 


manded them on the peril of their own 
Lives to act nothing in prejudice to What 
he had promiſed. Then addreſſing himſelt 
to the Knight; I accept of thy offer, ſaid 
ke, our Diſpute ſhall make a deciſion of 
the War, provided that thou art ſomething 
above a common Soldier. Were I not of a 
Quality ſuitable, anfwered the Knight, I 
ſhould not be guilty of ſo much raſhnc{s, 
as thus to addreſs my ſelf to the greate!t 
Monarch of Aa, I am a Prince, and can 
boaſt that my Anceſtors have always been 
-  Inveſted with the Royal Diadem. Thy 


— - 
* 


vo proof of the truth thereof, ſince L hed 
deen ſatisfied, hadſt thcu been but of tlic 
„ Mobility of thy Country; but docs thy 
Ping agree and conſent to thy Propela!s ; 
Pee, anlivered he, as foon as thou haft put 
A ſtop to the Dattel, and that I ſhall ve 
D ent a few. words vnto him. Air imme- 

Urately ordered a Retreat be founded, and 
'- aving tkavc to one of the Companicus ot 

him who had demanded the Combatc, to be 
conducted by one of the chiet of hrs Camp, 
towards the Troops of the Aſcaleniam Rio 

narch, that old Prince, wlic wontd hene 
* trad; his Men cven to death it felt, de 


4<- * 


* 


in pieces thoſe three Priſoners, had not the N WI 
_ great Ninut in addreſſing himſelf to them © 
before he return'd the Anſwer, which be | 1: 
had reſolv'd on, as ſoon as he had hand vb 
that Courageous Aſcalonite had not Cem- 
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than to ſurvive them, was greatly ſurpriz d 
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cut 

| the when he beheld the Afhrians retreating, 

hem imagining that ſome great diſorder was 

e hapned amongſt them; he would have pur- 

card med them, but his Soldiers wounded on all 
em- des, and reduc'd to one half of their num- 
wn ber, whatever were their endeavours they 
hat could not obey him: As he was wondring 
elt at ſo ſuddain a Change, conſidering on the 
aid cauſe of it, the Troop which convoy'd the 
of Knight appear d to gct his conſent; he re- 
ing MW cv d the News, as we receive all ſuddain 
fa and unexpected things, and the Knight de- 

I BB manding to be heard in private, repreſented 
fs it ro him juſt in the tame manner as his 
elt Companion had fpake to the AHHrian King; 
an that is to lay without diſcovering hunk. it, 

en and the great advantage he wauld reap by 

'y the Combate : If the Gods ſaid he, mould 

ro be tavourable to him who undertakes our 
dt Quarrel, you will thereby put an end to 
e the War, which otherwite cannot be endef. 
5 but by your Loſs, and the total deſtructie 
; ot your Subjects, I lat it en the other gy 
t hand, that Kmnght ſhould be overcome ty 
£ BE you would be never the tarther oft from _ 
5 means ot dying generouſiy, acgording to 

J your former intention, without violating. 

; the word you have given. Thereupon his 

| Majetty letting hum fee that he did not un- 


dexſtand that way of keeping his word, 
_ which was to reſign his Kingdom to the. 
Enemy, it he remained Victorious; the 
Knight told him that he. muſt reſign his 
© — . Crown, 


* 
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Crown, but was not obliged to ſurvive tlie 
Lois; and that being already reſolv'd to 
die, he might ſtill flatter himſelf with thc 
laſt hopes, which were, that if he thould 
not ſucceed, the way which he might fol- 
low would ſtill be open to him, all others 
being denied. Tarſenos fatisfied with thele 
Reaſons, ſent for the AHrians, and Swear- 
ing in their preſence to obſerve all that the 
Prince had promiſed on his part, and which 
he had agreed upon with their King, ſent 
them with the Knight back again. In the 
mean time Aims, who had receiv d but 
{ome very {light hurts in the Battel, would 
not delay the Combate till the Morrow. 
Tired as he was, but yet animated to the 
utmoſt, and agitated by that Courage which 
he juſt came from exerciſing, he was deli- 
| rous to leave no interval. between the ſatiſ- 
flacon that he ſhould give his Enemy, and 
WY the ſecret delire of Revenge, with which 
his Soul was drfturbed. In vain his greateſt 
Favourites and Friends endeavour'd to d1i- 
sade him. In vain they offer d to be ho- 
naoeurd with taking his place in the Com- 
date: He made no reply to them upon that 
= Subject, till be had made them know chat 
be was as ſteady in his Reſolves, as inviola- 

| dle in his Promiſes. The Place appointed 
was between the two Armies, jult in that 
| ſpace which the Aſhrians had left bet cen 
them and our Troops, where Cur olity. 
ſhewed what power it has over us: Oh! 
bow violent is that Paſſion, and how _ 
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does it make us ſuffer ſtrange inconvenien- 
cies for very little ſatisfaction; that was the 
Cauſe that the wounded of each Party took 
ſo little care of their Hurts, fo great was 
their deſire to behold fo Noble a Spectacle, 
and to be witneſſes themſelves of the Succeſs. 
Ninus and the unknown, placing themſelves 
oppolite to one another, lifted up their arms 
at one and the fame time, and threw their 
Lances, which rebounded back again; 
they received no harm, but when they with 
their Swords in hand it was otherwiſe; the 
Aſſyrian Monarch following the inſtigation 
of his anger, ſummon'd all his Strength to 
aſſure himſelf of the Victory, by the advan- 
tage ot the firſt aſſault. His Sword ready 
to obey, did not nevertheleſs perform all his 
Maſter hoped for, nor had it betray'd him, 
had it 1ntirely executed his deſign: It is 
true, it touch d the Enemies Helmet, but 


in ſuch a manner, that it only broke the 


Buckles of it, the violence of the Blow fall- 
ing upon his left Arm made a dangerous 


Wound. With what ſurprize was the King ³ 


3 
% 


ſeizd withal, when inſtead of rejoycing at 
ſo fair a blow, contrarily he was in a di- 


pair; what a confuſion was he in, when. 


inſtead of ſee ng a Man reduc'd to the point 
of loſing his Life by his hands, he found 


dimſelf ready to loſe his own, by that 


Wound which he had given to the Faireſt 
Creature in the World. As he alone was 
able to retent it, he alone alas, if Living, 
would be capable to exprets it perteatly, .A*® 
long Head of Hair diſplaying ut felf.at the 
: G5 | lame 
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ſame time that the Helmet fell off, mightily 
aſtoniſhd him, but a Face (ull of Charms, 
and mingled with Majeſty, appearing at 
length ſhining with Glory. touch'd him 90 
ſenſibly, that it reduc'd him to that Condi- 
Yon, which one might ſay was neither Gced 
nor living, but the medium ot thoſe two 


cle and effcacy of thoſe fair Eycs, but he 
died with regret of having to ciuelly oftend- 
ed her, to whom be would bave much ra- 
tber have paid his Adorations. In a word, 
c' wWas the incomparable Scmiramis, Who net 
being capable of conceiving fin all Delions, 

had undertaken to Fight the Victoricus Ni 
nus, and to die by his Arms, or to 8 
the quiet of her Country by the death et 
that Hero, She had, 28 I told you, taken 
with her the four Ladics which ſhe loved 
zbeſt, and being by their afſiftance Arm, 
dad made choice of two to accompany her 
under the like diſguize; the went forth ot 
the Palace through thc Gardens, and reach- 
ing the Door which was ue: relt the Fight, 
there left thoſe two which bad not Armed 
themſclves, to obſerve from the top of a 
high Tower the event of her Delign, to the 

end that if it proved not ſucceſsſul, they 
might toll us, that we might generouſly put 
an cud to cur Lives, Nin remain'd mo- 
tionlets, and appear'd as it he had. loſt his 
| frenzth by the violence of that crucl: Blew, 

_ and/Semiiramis then had a wordertul advan- 
ute, bad. the been ber lelt; but ſtunn * 
Was; 
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what had almoſt overwhelm'd her, the re- 
mained ſome time without being ſenſible 
what was become of her ſelf. In the mean: 
time Ninus greatly afflicted, lookt on hin- 
ſelf not as alone guilty of that unhappy acct- 
deut: But Traytor, cry'd he to his Sword ,. 
deeming that as guilty as himſelf, why didR* 
not thou turn thy ſelf againſt me, when my 
unhappy Arm oblig'd thee to commit this 
dacrilegious Act. Alas! doit thou not re- 
member that when I fixt thee to my ſide, I. 
made then a Vow never to employ tkee a- 
galult Ladies: And notwithſtanding, wret- 
ched as thou art, thou haſt made me per- 
jur d. Do not tell me that I ought to have. 
known that wonderful Perſon better than 
thy lelf, ſince it is certain that things altho 
inten{ible, yet have the apprehenſions ot a Ii 
Divinity... But why ſhould 1 thus blame 
vou, ſince on the. other hand, it is true, il 
that thou haſt been infinitely more fayoult- 
able than my ſelf; I lifted the hp to take 
away her lite, and thou didſt Mit wound 
ner; yet in wounding her, thou haſt diſco- 
vered my Crime, to the end that my Igno-- 
rance might no longer conceal it. Thus he 
ſpake without knowing mere of that Ad- 
venture, than that he had fought with a. 
Virgin, whoſe. Brauty was Divine, not. 
tutpccting in the leaſt that it was the Prin- 
cels Semiramit. In the mean tune, the came. 
to her ſelf, and finding that ſhe was diſco- 
vered, was ſo tranſported with anger, that 
lic furzoully ran upon her Enemy; ratherr 


E 
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out of a deſire to die, than in hopes of re- 
venging her ſelf. Ninus who had not taken 
his eyes from oft of her Face, took bis 
Sword by the Point, and meeting her half 
way, and offered it to her with great Sub- 
miſſion; but ſceing ſhe would not abate the 
Severity of her Humour, and that ſhe en- 
deavoured to provoke him to put an end to 
the Combate after another manner. At 
leaſt ſaid he to her, if you will not receive 
this deteſtable Sword from my hands, 3s 
from thoſe of a vanquiih'd Perſon, receive 
It to take away my Life with that Weapon 
with which I attempted yours. Whilſt the 
enerous King ſpake thus, and that the 
Princeſs for anſwer gave him nothing but 
injurious and reproachtul Language, the 
King of Aſcalon underitood that it was his 
Daughter that had retolv'd to Fight for the 
welfare of lier Country. At firſt his Troops 
ew ber not, and were in an cqual aſto- 
—_aMNinent;with their Enemies: But when 
_ They wefe nearer advanc'd, they knew ber 
better by her Voice than dy her Hair. Some 
immediately carried the News to the King, 
who giving no Credit to the {mall appcar- 
nàgnce of it, regarded not the Report. A 
Maid lo tender as Semiramis, ſaid Tarſenot, 
to undertake a thing, which in the molt 
Couragious of my Subjects would prove a 
. ridiculous timerity, Oh Gods! can you be- 
heve it. It is your Daughter, antwered 
hey, and conſequently is capable of the 
higheſt Reſolutions; that having deſign d 
3 e 
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to loſe her Life, not to fall into the Ene- 
mies hands, without doubt the rather cheſe 
this way, by which ſhe has attempted the 
Liberty of her Country. Theſe words were 
ſcarce pronounc'd, when it was confirm'd 
by others, and then the King wonderfully 


moved, went from amidſt of thoſe ho ſur- 
rounded him, to be convinc'd of the Truth 


with his own eyes. As far as he could per- 
ceive her at a diftance, Nature dictated it 
to him that it was ſhe; inſomuch that tranſ- 


ported with that affection which we gene- 
rally have for our own blood, he out- went 


by much thoſe that followed him. It was 
to be feared leaſt the two Armies ſhould 


joyn, and it is certain that each Party be- 
gan to rally on their Princes ſide, When Ni- 
nus having already ſpoke to the Command- 


ers which were advanc'd the firſt, enjoynd 
them to cauſe his Troops to retire, atger- 


that Tarſenos had promis d to Command the 
{ame of his. Imagine if you pleaſe, what 


were the Embraces of Father and Daughter, 


without obliging me to a recitat.of ſuch 


tender Expreſſions. Repreſent to your ſelf 


the words which were reſpectively addreſs d 


to each other, unleſs that to ſatisfie your 
Curioſity, I thould undertake to ſpeak by 


the voice of Nature. It is certain that ne- 


ver accident was more capable to move our 


hearts, and that how 1nhumane and bloody 


ſome might be that were preſent, and who | 
were only bred up in Arms, yet they could 


uot but be ſenſible at that time. NMinus re- 
5 | _— main d 
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main d no longer ignorant who ſhe was, 


from that moment Semiramis's Eyes were 
fix d upon his Face, his Soul was quite 
changed, and when he underſtood that the 
was the Princeſs of Aſcalon, he was ſenſible 
of ſtrange alterations which proceeded from 
the regret that he had been the cauſe of her 
ſnedding fo many tears, and to have put 
| Her to ſo many inconveniencies. Ho ſub- 
til an Artiſt eis Love, and what a quick ad- 
vance it makes in a few moments; but ke 
ſhews his greateſt Skill and Power, when 
he unites thoſe things which ſeem to be di- 
rectly oppoſite. He oſten ſuffers deſpair to 
be ready to ſcize us, he permits us to walk 


times will let us precipitate our ſelves, be- 


of Aſcalon was loſt without the leaſt appear- 
ance of retricve, Death was the nobleſt de- 


tants; and whatever was the Inſpiration 
which our Infanta had, the had no other 
end nor deſien, when that Deity made ap- 
ar that thoſe fatal blos could be diverted 


our misfortunes, which was the loſs of cur 


Conqueror, ſo violent in its begimung 
that it 1s difficult to believe that it could 
| * 10 grcat a force in ſo tmali a time. 


if | bave pale d by in ſilence the Diicourt: 


on the very brink of Precipices, and ſome- 


fore he will exert his power. The Kingdom 


fire, and the laſt Remedy for its Iichabi- 


by him, and that from the very worſt ct 
Princeis, he could make our Happincts 


commence. It was from the Paſſions which 
he rais'd in the Breaſt of that moſt iltuſtrious 


between 


et which, he cem d. inmiclt Happy, ſince 
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between Father and Daughter, permit me 
to ſpcak of the Amorous Ninas, no more 


than what may ſerve to let you underſtand 
his History. He careſt our Monarch with a 
thoutand Civilities, making thoſe offers 


which by much exceeded thote Dijorders he 


had occaitone.! in our Territories, and 


without fay ing ablolucely that he Lov'd, 


yet he made it plainly appear by his Com- 
pliments and Actions. 7 uſers whole fur- 
wize for fich an uncxpccicd but admirable 
cyent had produc d ſome little fenſe of Joy 
in mm, was not long betore he felt thoſe 
tccble rays of Happineis complicated: The 
Civilities of the Br], Monarch imme- 
diately made it apparent, which at the 
lame tune was made Known to the People 


by their mutual cmbraces. I would, ſaid 


Ninzs, that you could as perfectly as my 


elf, be ſenfible of the regret 1 have to have 


been your Enemy, as real as it is in my 
own breaſt, you would then find, that your 
Subjects have neither thed their blood nor- 
tcars, of which each drop is not to me a 
torrent of mistortuncs; and would to the 


Gods that what has hapncd at the end of 


the War had taken birth with it, I ſhould. 
then have undergone as many dangers for 
the enlarging the bounds of your Empire, 


as | have procured to my ſelf in ruining of 


it. Our Prince could return no other An- 
hver than in tears to 1o-obliging a Repent- 
ance, but they were tears, in the ſnedding 


they. 
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they were for the welfare of his Country 
(which he now perceiv d was certainly) was 
the occaſion of them yet that generous and 
vanquuh'd Monarch did not content him- 
ſelf with bare Promiſes, he was reſolv'd to 
proceed to effects: He advis d Tarſenos to re- 
tire, with the aſſurance that the next day 
he would make ſuch advantagious Propo- 
ſals for Peace, that he might judge that he 
who had the power, and was in a poſture 
rather to fell it, would purchaſe it of his. 
When it came notwithſtanding to that ſe- 
paration, and that he found that the fair 
Eauſe of 10 many Wonders was going from 
him, he repented that he had not prolong'd 
his happineſs to that degree, that three or 
four times he was going to confeſs himſelf 
publickly "a Captive, to the end he might 
follow, her to Aſcalon, and thereby to ho- 
nour her Triumph by a voluntary Capti- 
vity. However he reliſted the violence of 
that thought, and relying on his Love, was 
contented to conduct her with a few to tlie 
# Gates of the City. It may be ſuppos'd,Ma- 
#4 dam, that the Prince during the little way 
{| which he accompanied the Victorious Semi- 
yams, laid mighty things, but whatever 
familiarity with which ſhe has ſince ho- 
noured me, {he never diſcovered any of it 
to me. I believe that as the has a Courage 
greater than to be 1magincd, and that it 15 
uſual with thoſe who are endowed there- 
with, not ta be caſily appeas'd, hers was 
not 10 ſoon, as to take in good part ihe 
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converſation of him who had created her 
anger, and whoſe preſence, altho' in a ſub- 
miſſwe poſture, yet rais'd it always a new. 
What remained of the day, was employ d 
in carrying of Proviſions, of which the Camp 
abounded, to the City; and the Night be- 
ing come, Ninus no longer enjoy d a ſleep 
Interrupted with Combates, Aſſaults and 
Victories, but another ſort, which was in- 
terrupted with Complaints, Sighs and 
Tears. At length the Day appearing, he 
ſent for Mer abane, a young Lord, on 
whoſe Eloquence he relied much : (Oh hate- 
ful Name, could my mouth give theſe vent) 
and letting him know of his being in Love, 
commanded him to go to the King of A/- 
calon, and to acquaint him with it, and to 
azree to all the advantages which he ſhould 
demand, to obtain the poſſeſſion of ſo much 
happineſs. I obſerved, Madam, that you 
changed Countenance, added Praximene, 
when I made an Imprecation againſt the 
wicked Merxabane in naming of him, and 
upon my recollecting my ſelf I ſee you con- 
tnue ſo, which without doubt proceeds from 
an aſtoniſhment intermixt with a curioſity, 
and that you may remain no longer in a 
luſpence, I will tell you the juſt occaſion 1 
have not to remember that Monſter, but 
with horror, and without doubt in reciting 
io you the moſt unheard of Treaſon which 
lately he has committed, you will remain 


| 25 ſurpriz d, as the neceſſity of the Affairs of 


us Kingdom will receive of eaſe and ſa- 
E tisfaction; 
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tisfaction; ſince I do not belicve that the 
News of it is as yet arrived here. 
There Prazimene making a neceſſary di- 
greſſion from her Diſcourſe, prepar'd the Ju- 
fanta to receive the tad News of the Regi- 
cide committed on the Perſon of the great 
Niuus; and after the ſhedding of ſome 
tears, that the remembrance exacted from 
the one, and the Tragical News drew from 
the other, continuing her Diſcourſe: That 
unhappy Favourite, continued ſhe, having 
already diſcovered that nothing but Love 
could fo ſuddainly have changed the War- 
like humour ot his Prince, learnt nothing 
of new from the Confeſtion he made him; 
ſceming nevertheleſs to admire at it very 
much, he did not go about to oppoſe it, 
but advis'd him to demand the Princeſs as a 
Conqueror, and not as a paſſionate Lover, 
His Reaſons were ſirong, yet the King 
could not condeſcend to them. 1 would 
not, anſwer'd he, that ſiie mould be given 
to me through fear, I would become the 


Poſiflor of her, by the atiiftance of Love a- 


lone; atthoie words Mer-⁊abane making 
no Reply, dilpos'd himtelf to obey him. 
His mind being wholly intent to his Ma- 
ſter's Service, he departed without delay, fe- 
ſolving to make extraordinary uſe of the 
Eloquence ot his Tongue, not towards T ar- 
ſenos, who he torelaw would receive the 
Propoſal as the greateſt favour he could ex- 
pcet froin the Gods, but wards Semiramis, 
whole Courage he was atraid ot, As toon 

5 5 as 
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as he arrived at the Gates of A calen, he wa® 
eccived by our King with ſuch Careſſes 
wich he never ſnewed to an before. For 
indeed that Crowa which he thought he 
had loft, together with his Life, being reſto- 
ich to him again with peace, might well 
(xcite uch Teſtimonies of Joy, and make 
him protuſe in fine words to the Meſſenger 
ot ſuch good News. Mergabane told him 
in pretence of the whole Court, which then 
was but the ſhadow of what it had been 
lome time before, that he came to aſſure 
lun that the King his Maſter renounc'd all 
the Pretentions which the right of Conqueſt 
gave him over his Dom;nions. And to con- 
trim what he ſaid, he was ready to reſtore 
tote Cities and firong Flaces which he had 
taken, into the hats of inch Commanders 
as he hould pleaſe to appoint, to receive 
hem in his Name. That generouſly and 
without Ranſome he would give Liberty to 
ele who by his Arms had loſt it, and like- 
wife that he was retolred to withdraw his 
Ariny from the midtt of his Kingdom, to 
che end he might be aſliſtant to his re- eſta- 
üthment, provided he would grant him 
one thing, which could prove but advanta- 
zcons-to him; which as it would be tor the 
future tecurity of his Dominions, fo it 
would terve tor a Terror to his Enzmies. 
Turſenos who thought he could be Maſter of 
nothing of a ſufficient value to purchaſe a- 
gun his Crown, having made antwer, that 

ue who could take all, ouglit not to de- 
mand; 
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mand; knew that the AHrian King would 
not ſatisfie himſelf fo, and in that manner: 
That it was true, that the Kingdom of 4/- 
calon with all its dependencies were his as 
Conqueror, but quitting that Title, to take 
upon him that ofa Supphant, there was no- 
thing in all its extent over which he would 
take upon himſelf the Authority of diſpo- 
ſing, but by the entire reſignation thereof 
to him who intreated it of him. After 
thoſe generous Submiſſions, he perceived 
more clearly the Intentions of the great Ni- 
nut, which came not ſooner out of his 
mouth, than it carried joy to Tarſenos, and 
the whole Court. There was no need of 
perſwaſion to oblige him to give his conſent, 
it being much above all he could expect or 
hope for. Merxabanlsimmediately upon 
the ſpot teceiv d an Anſwer, which he did 
not expecttill he had advis d with his Coun- 
cel; and after a return of thanks, with ireih 
Proteſtatious on the behalf of the King his 
Matter, he obtain'd permiſſion to wait en 
the Princeſs. Our King not doubting of a 
conformity of his Iutentions from his 
Daughter, cauſed him to be conducted to 
her Appartment; where with an air of Sad- 
nels, or elle perhaps taken up with the re- 
membrance of what had paſs d the Day be- 
fore, ſhe received that Ambaſſador of Love. 
I hapned to be with her, and altho' I was 
o little, yet I made an obſervation of what 
paſt on the one ſide and the other. The 
premeditated Diſcourſe of Merxabens pro- 
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nounc'd with a particular grace, his Sub- 
miſſions on the behalf of his Prince, joyn d 
with the King's conſent, had been of ſuffi- 
cient force to excite the Affections of a Prin- 
cels more ſevere, but for Semiramis thoſe 
Charms could make no impreſſion. Having 
at firſt teſtified that ſhe was unworthy of the 
Henour, and anſwered with coldnelſs 
enough, that the Monarch that made his 
Applications, leſſened very much his glory 
by the meanneſs of ſuch an Inclination. At 

length being rouz'd by the Anſwers which 
Merzabane made, hekxpref her hatred al- 
molt at the ſame time that ſhe expreſt her 
indifterency with an angry yet Couragious 
voice: What, ſaid ſhe, does my Father 
conſent to ſuch a Propoſal, which at the 
lame time it brings Joy, yet is ridiculous, 
when it is wrapt up in pillages and Mur- 
thers ; thoſe Fires with which this King- 
dom from all parts blazes, ſhall they illumi- 
nate my Hymenian Torch, and from the 
Complains of his Subjects will hedhaye my 
Nuptial Songs compoſed: Will de have 
theſe Feltivals made at a time that hi Pe- 
ple are Maſſacreed, and at thoſe Feftwals 


drink their Blood as well as Tears. Ina 


word, does he deſire to Celebrate the Day 
on which he loft his Crown, and thereon 
gratitie the greateſt of his Enemies with the | 
grant of hat yet remains to him moſt pre- 
cious. No, I cannot imagine that he can 
be guilty of fo much Cowardize; but if it 
bould have found a paſſage to his Breaft, 
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which to believe, would render me guilty; 


can it be in his Power to compats it, that 
he not only conſents to the Loſs of his King- 


dom thereby; that he not only lays lus 
Head at the feet of his unjuſt Conqueror, 


the which he might have the Power but not 
the Reaton to perform: But that he ſhould 
engage me in {o ſhameful a Reſignation, is 
what does not belong to lim. Merxab ane 


confounded at ſo cruc} an Anſwer, ſuffered 


the Princets to lay all which her firſt trant- 
ports dictated to her. He with great reſpect 
gave ear to her reſentnents, nor did he un- 
dertake to reply till ſhe had made an end; 
then it was that he endcavoured by all his 
Reaſons to overcome that ſcvere humour; 
but the Princeis impatient with hearing 
what he ſail, intcrrupted him on a fuddain, 
and Having affurcd him that ſhe would ne— 
ver c{poute one the conld not Love, and 


that (he could not have any other reicut- 


ments than. thoſe of Fatred tor her Enemy; 


added, that if that was to be the Contide- 
ration far Peace, that the choke rathcr to ſee 


the Aferdokices always in War, and to be at 
quiet and peace her ſelf, than to reſtore 
them Peace, by creating to her ſelf a conti- 
nual War. That at laſt, if her Country 
ſhou Id be reduc'd, and that the Fates had 
ſo ordered it. to ſubmit to the Stevery ot 


the Merian King, as all things ſeem d te 
contribute to it, the Remedy whuch rc- 
mained in cach Perſons hand, and tte 


which all did not know propetly to apply, 
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will at all times relcaſe her from honouring 
huis Victory, which under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of Marriage he would make her the 
citcteft Ornament. Theſe laſt words were 
pronouncd by the Princeis in retiring to 
her Cloſet ; where having thut her ſelf up 
alone, ſhe reſolved to die ſooner than to al- 
ter her Reſolution. Tarſenos having under- 
food by Merzabane in what a ſtrange Hu- 
mour he had found his Daughter, remain'd 
as well without Motion, as without an An- 
wer. He was in hopes that the contidera- 
tion of her Countries welfare, joyn d with 
the ambitious deſire of being the greateſt 
Queen in the World, without comprehend- 
ing ſtill the ſatisfaction of ſeeing her ſelf 
the delight of the molt courageous of Prin- 
ces, would rather have rais d in her an im- 
patience for the compleating of ſo glorious 
ducceſs and Conquel?, than a diſdain to re- 
fue it; nevertheleſs he remained very much 
ſurpriz d to find thereby nothing but what 
deſtroyed that Opinion, and what put an 
end to that excctive/joy which o gloricus 
an Alliance had occaſioned. Incertain what 
to anſwer, he remain'd ſometimes in atiu- 


dy, when on a ſuddain turning to AMera - 


bane, he told him that he might bear him 
witneſs to Ninur, whether it was his) fault 
that thoſe. honourable Propoſals Which he 
had made were not accepted by her on 
whom it more abſolutely depended; than on 
auy other; that he never received a more 
perfect ſatisfaction, than by Jo advantagious 
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_ found that he 
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a proffer ; and that on the other hand he 


had never received a more ſenſible diſplea- 
ſure than by the unhandſom rigour of Se- 


miramis. That notwithſtanding he deſired 
him not to look upon her Behaviour, and 


the Matter ſo deſperate, as from an extream 


affection which he had made appear, to te- 


ſtifie an extream reſentment, and that the 


next day he would remit into his power 


| himſelf and Kingdom, or elſe oblige his 


Daughter to accept his Propoſitions. | Mer- 
zabane departed at the concluſion of theſe 
words, and the King, after he had walk'd 
too and fro in his Chamber for ſome time, 


went to the Princeſſes Appartment, who 
was ſtill in her rigorous Meditations. He 
ſpoke not to her as an angry Parent, but 


repreſented to her, that the reſtoring of his 


Crown was of leſs confideration than what 
immediately concerned her. He told hei, 


that before the War was begun, he Willing- 
ly would have reſignd his Crown to have 
made that Marriage, which notwithſtand- 
ing would remain to her if it was effected, 


and that, by that, ſne ought to conſider 
whether it was the Intereſt as her Sovercigi 


or as her Father-which he embrac'd. That 


having but a ſmall time to Live, it was to 


be t ht, that he rather minded what 


concern d her, ſince he was to ſurvive in 


her, than what regarded him; ſince be 
zun Nred to the cxtremity 0: 
— — me 2 the- ill Mane of his 
ingdom, as g excellent a ] y .Was 
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cF-123 to be applied, could not be perſestly 
cured but by her Reſolution ; that the Pco- 
ple which ſhe had almoſt ſaved, attended 
wich impatience to ſee themſelves tliorouahi- 
Iy healed ; as on the other ſide, the ſhoul 
forthwith ſee in h's Eyes Tears renewed, in 
his Mouth Complaints, and his V\ ounc- 
bleed afreſh, if the perſiſted in refuſing to 
compleat his deſires. Theſe were, Madam, 
lome part of the Reaſons that good Pritice 
gave to lus Daughter to perſwade her to ac- 
cept of the Alliance of the great Ninzws ; and 
| know not whether refpect alone hindred 
ker from interrupting of him. but the re- 
turned no Anſwer, until he deſired to know 
if her rigour and diſdain was not ſhaken. 
Then without making uſe of any other Rea- 
ſons, ſhe ask d him, If Kings having once 
engag'd their Words, ought to break or 
keep it inviolably according to the diver- 
ſity of Change : And the King having an- 
ſwered her, that the Faith of a Prince cught 
never to alter through the conſideration of 
[13 Intereſt, Oh my Lord, faid ſhe, what 
| {> would you do, ſhould you content to 
dus Marriage, than to falſiie your Premiſe 
which you engag'd to the Phenecian Prince. 
I hay: been ſolemnly Contracted to him, 
ind altho' your Faith and Word was Pub- 
lick, you will fully them by this Procced- 
ind, which with Kings ought to paſs for 
tic blackelt of Crimes. 1 love him, my 
Lend, only becauſe you have enjoyn'd me 
it; and had you juſt Cauſe” to break off 
2 IP 118 . | With 


1. - ; nn 
with lim, I yyould ceaſe to Love him, as 
loon as you ſhould ceaſe to have it ſo: But! 
cſteem your Word, and am zealous to have 
t obſerved and kept, not becauſe of Ter- 
modonte, not becaule of you alone, but for 
tlie fole Reaſon of that Diadem you wear, 
and that Rank in which the Gods have 
placd you ; who draw from thence no 
greater Splendor, nor a more glorious Ti- 
tle, than from the Fidelity of that Prince, 
who is the Poſſeſſor of it. This judicious 
way of Reaſoning, ſtopt quite {hort the 
King of Aſcalon; and as he was equitablc 
and juſt in all things, I believe he would 
have given way to ſuch powertul Conſide- 
rations, had not the King of Phenicia him- 
{elf failed in his word. He had cxpreſs'd all 
the Sentiments of a true Lover to poſſeſs our 
Beautiful Iufanta; he had been at very large 
and generous Expences, and had made the 
moſt magnificent Gallantrics that a Prince 
ot his Quality could undertake to pertorm 
#5 tor a Princeſs of her Degree; but it was at 
A2 Time when the Kingdom of Tarſenos en- 
I joy d a profound Peace and Freedom. As 
toon as the Wars began, there was no ncwWs 
'#F of him, no Exprefles came from him; Whe— 
„ ther they were ſtop'd by the Enemy, or that 
the fear of danger had removed the aſſurance 
of his Love and Paſſion. This Cowardly 
Action, contrary to the Oaths and Vows 
A be had ſo often repeated, never to end his 
1 Days more happy than in the Princeſſes Sc. 
vice; teprcſenting it ſelt to our Monarcy 
5 3 
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with all thoſe Deformities which were ne- 
ccilary to render it Monſtruous, after ſome 


moments which he took to meditate there- 


on, made him begin to find the Name of 
Zermodonte not to be worthy to be pro- 
nounc'd by the Princeſs his Daughter. He 
fad, that he infinitely approved of the de- 
lire to Keep ones Faith inv iolabſe, and that 
he agreed with her that it ought to be the 
Chictelt and Principal Vertue amongſt Prin- 
cels ; but that it ought to be kept at a time 
when there might be occaſion to put it to a 
Iryal. At length he ſet forth Termodonte 
with ſo much Ignominy and Shame, that 
he left no room for one word to be ſpoken 
in favour of him. In truth the backward- 
neſs of defending that Kingdom, which in 
right of the Princeſs ought one day to be 
his; having diſcovered the meanneſs of his 
Soul, rendred him fo hated, that his Name 
was never mentioned, but joyn'd with tome 
icagdalous addition, and our In fanta het 


3clt never diſcours'd of him but with dif- 


dain. But the reſpect the bore to the word 


0: the King her Father, together with the 


Vows made at the Altar, oblig'd her to 
carry her felt with much rigour towards the 

Ajyrian King. Having then underſtood. 
the jult Reaſon for not keeping the Word 
promitcd to 1o weak a Prince, the ſoon re- 
Inguith'd his part; and yet her affection to 


Mus did not increaſe; beſides the ſad dit- 


orders he had occaſioned in the Provinces | 
© the King her Father, there was I know 
1 no 


Paine. „ 
not what reluctaucy in her Breaſt, Which 
was ſnppos'd to proceed from thence alone, 
altho in effect it proceeded from another 
Notion, and which making it difficult to 
 Gurmoum;, ought to have ſerved for a pre- 
{age of that Regicide the has ſince commit- 
ted on his Perſon. But thoſe that touk it 
in another ſenſe, judę d it neceſſary tothew 
that extraordinary Perſons could not be 
joyn'd but through cxtraordinary ways, 
The Princeſs back d with powerful Reaſons, 
conteſs d that Ter mad unte s Cauſe could not be 
ʒjuſtiſied without diſhonour and Reproach; 
and yet without confeſſing, that by his be- 
ing thus caſt off, that it added any thing to 
the happineſs of the Victorious Nint. She 
obtain d then from our King one day only 
of delay, which was to be employ d in fra- 
nung her Reſolution, after which ſhe pro- 
| teſted the would not diflemble her thoughts, 
whether it was that the refolv'd to be Cruel, 
or become Obedient. It during the per- 
lwaſions of the Father, and the anſwers of 
the Daughter, you will ſpare one moment 
of time to think on the Babylonian Monarch, 
it is impoſſible but that you ſhould repreicnt 
bim to your fancy in a Condition worthy 
of your pity. ViRorious as he Was, fear d 
and admir'd by all, yet he waited for the 
Aniwer which Aerzabane was to return; 
like a vanquiſhd Perſon, a Slave and a Cri- 
 minal, he chang'd inceſſantly both thought 
and action; and his Countenanee, ſome- 
' Lincs red, and other times pale, ſuffcientiy 
. „ denoted 
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Jenoted his hopes and his fears. He pro- 


 11s'd to himſelf great Matters from Meræa- 


lenc's Eloquence, but relied more on his 
cwn proper merit and deſerts, together 
with the neceſſity of the King of Aſcalon, 
hit he dreaded the haughty Courage of Se- 
miramis, of which he had already experien- 
ec! {tngular proots, and equally feared the 
xticmity of Ins Love. At length Aderza- 
ine entred his Tent, where furprizing him 
in the only Company of his thoughts. and 
d1{quicts, they were not thereby a little en- 


creas d. There was no need to make uſe of 


any Language to let him know the Anſwer 
of the Princeſs he adored ; the Countenafice 
of his Ambaſſador ſufficiently fpake more 
than by his Mouth could be confirm'd. 
What Sighs, what Complaints did he not 
make; but above all, how furiouſly was he 
allailed with a fad Deſpair. Merzabane ei- 
deavoured not to cure his Wounds, fince 
m uling his endeayours to ſooth them, he 
could never compaſs it. Infomuch that 
whatever powerful conſolations he made 
ule of, Love ſill ov. ſtructed his Reaſon from 
underſtanding of them, or receiving any 
benefit thereby. He look d upon that as 2 
dacr lege, what he could by Power and. 
Force obtain, unleſs it was accorded by 
conſent and free will; inſomuch that in a 
vanquiſh'd Country he lookt upon it as a 
Crime to harbour the thoughts of a Con- 
queror. At laſt being upon tte Terms cf 
Delpairing, that Paſſion which created o 
Es i . 
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great diſorder, became the happy genius 
which inſpired him; and what good advice 
could not obtain, the tranſports of his Love 
made him meet withal. Since we can ob- 
tan from the incomparable Semiramis, ſaid 


he to Merzabane, with an Action full of 


deſpair, it is a ſign that we are unworthy ; 
and ſince we are unworthy of her, there is 
a neceſſity that we ſnould die. And as the 
Cauſe which has ſtopt my paſſage to that 
Happineſs has been viſible and reſented by 


her; as fay, the was a Witneſs to the 


Haughter of her People, and hath felt the 
taconveniencies of an ambitious War, the 
ought therefore through a jult compenſation 
do be preſent at our Repentance, to the 
end ſhe may the more reſent the joy and 
latisfaction of our death. Let us go our 
ſelf in Perſon, and tell her, that to the 
Crime of perſecuting her, we have added 
that af temerity and raſhneſs in adoring 
her, and that we will right and revenge 
ber dufferings, and our boldneſs and pre- 
ſumption. Let us go and by a tecond 
Wound, Cure the firſt which her fair Eyes 
| have made, and with a dying Sigh put an 
end to the Tears and Complaints of her 
Subjects. To proncunce thoſe words, and 
wiſh for their execution were two thiues 

not far diſtant of one another in the mouth 
and courage of the Arian Monarch; iniv- 
much that ncver in his Lite was hc poflett 
_ of ſo great an impatience, as that which hc 
tafftercd in expecting the next day. As 


{ſoon 
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ſoon as it was Light, AMerzab.ine came to 
mim, and finding his Reſolution tix'd, he 
told the King his Maſter, that there ls 
been nothing wanting on his part, They 
departed the Camp, and he under wholc 
hadow Merzabane had always marclid, 
hazarded at this time himſelf under his con- 
duct, ſo well diſguiſ'd nevertheleſs, that his 
own Train did not know him. They cn- 
tred Aſcalon tome hours after the riſing, of 
the Sun, and Merzabane receiv d with a: 
much Joy and Ceremony as he was the 


precedent day; he was conducted to Tarſeno,, 


who altho' he very much deſired it, yet 
fear'd it withal very much, I mcan his co- 

ming; I know not what that good Prince 
fad to him at firſt, but J am not 1gnorant, 
that demanding permithon to ſce our Ju- 
fata, he could not give his conſent with- 
out tears in his eyes. It was not that he re- 
gretted a Viſit which could not be unplca- 
lng to him, but being uncertain of bis 

Daughters Reſolution, he could hope for 
nothing but rigour and ſeverity. The dit- 
guiſed Minus amongſt the Civilities of this 
reception, being look d upon as no other 
than one of Mer gabane's Train, had but a 
mall part therein, altho' he had the greateſt 
mare in the Negotiation ; and altho' the 
Delign he had taken to ſatisfie the unjuſt 
leverity of Semiramis was not to be ſhaken, 
yet he could not ſo well defend himſelt 
trom being guided by ſome ſmall glimpſe 
ot hope, All the time he was in the King“ 
= H 4 prelence, 
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melence, thoſe advantageous. words wich 
ne heard pronounc'd when he was named, 
nade him know with what earneſtneſs that 
z00d Prince defired his Alliance; fo that, 
that moderating the exceſs of his grief and 
troubles, made him act fo that nothing 
might diſcover him: But when ſrom thence 
 Iferzabane went to viſit the Princeſs, be 
trembled, he chang'd colour a thouſand 
times, and inſtead of following, he became as 
_ 100oted and immoveable in Tarſenos's Cham- 
der. Merzabane having foreſeen that acci- 
dent, gave not leizure to any one to oblerve 
it, he drew near him, and uſing him as a 
follower of his, ſaid ſome words to him, 
which recovered him. Making then ute of 
Neccſlity as a Vertue, the King of Aria 
followed him into our Princefſes Chamber, 
where without the ſhort remonſtrance which 
{till ſounded in his Ears, I queſtion if as 
1oon as he had entred, he had not diſcover'd 
himſelf. Imagine, Madam, how Jprodigi- 
ous were the efforts which at that time he 
made ule of; and that being to partake of 
Actions fo different, that is to lay, io be- 
come attentive to all that paſt, and to com- 
bate with imward Enemics which very in 
Jolently attack d him, he had not nced to 
have been Maſtcr of an extraordinary Con— 
duc and Courage. In the mean while 
Mer abane ſaluted our [nſana, made het 
new Complements {till more capable to 
move than betorc, and to them received nv 
Anſwer, which did not declare her c&dtream 
5 „ avualion.. 
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averſion. Judge if you pleaſe, how often 
the diſgwiſed King was going to execute his 
fatal intention. The Lips of that rigorous 
and ſevere Princeſs uttered not one word 
which was not more killing to him than 
the blow he deſigned; he could not ſee one 

1011 of hers, which d'd not expreſs more. 
Cruelty than her Anſwers; and I believe 
that the Reſon why he delayed it for tome 
time, was becauſe he was unwilling to leave 
ber ſo ſoon, altho' ſhe was ſo inhumane ; or 
at leaſt to ſce if her words and actions cout. 
not perform what he had reſolved. At 
length Merzabane growing more paſſionate 


than he reſolved to be, and loſing part ot 
that reſpect which till then he had impoſed 


upon his words, was ſo far tranſported, as 
to pronounce in a louder tone than ordina- 
ry the Names of Victorious and Conqueror ; 
inſomuch that the Prince to whom ſuch a 
ort of threatning was too ſenſible and pier- 
cing, Was going to gainſay it, and atter- 
wards to die, when he obſerved that our 
Iufanta world once more ſpcak; he had not 
time to finiſh the words he was going to 
utter, to liſten to the Anſwer which that 
ungrateful Pcrion was going to return. It 
u becomes you to call your Maſter Victori- 
ous, aniwercd the to Merzabane, when be 
owns himſelf to be overcome. And it isſtilt 
more out of ſcaion to importune me with. 
bis Praiſes, ſince as the molt fai:blets of all. 
Princes, he is only worchy of an eternal 
contempt. Lowu that Victory has often. 
. 5 c- 


with me, that at length it has abandon d 
nim; do you remember the Combate which 
{ undertook againſt him? We agreed that 
if he was Victorious, the City and Kingdom 
of Ajicalon ſhould ſubmit to his Power; but 
it T obtain'd the glory of it, that he ſhould 


as you, that now come on his behalf to own 
ing that the Victory is mine, he notwith- 


well as to my Peron. At that moment it 
out giving time to Meræalane to diſtinguiſh 


dimſelf at her feet, you are Victorious, and 
ke over whom you bave obtained that ad- 
vantage, is not content with the contethon 
which has been already made to you there— 


blood. I am that vanquiſh'd Perſon whole 


made condemns me, what wall become of 
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declared for- him; yet you muſt confeſs 
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cauſe his Army to retire, and ſhould re- 
nounce all thoſe Advantages which he had 
unjuſtly obtain'd ot us: Now he is van- 
quiſh'd, and the truth thereot 1s eminently | 
apparent that he himſelf conteſſes it, as well 


ꝛit to me; but he is unfaithtul, tince know- 
tanding makes pretentions to this Eſtate as 


was that the great ne would. appear both 
deſpairing and in Love together; and with 


the word Victory, he quitted his diſguiſe; 
yes Divine Semiramis laid he, throwing - 


of, fiance he is come to confirm it with his 


defeat is glorious, but Jam that untanbful | 
 Prance thavam covcred with a perpetual 1g- 
nominy and chame by a breach of Promiſe ; 
it therefore that Crime alone renders me 
guilty; i the Keproachcs which you have 


ts 
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me, when you ſhall conſider what I have 
1 preſumed to do, and what ſatisfaction I 
1 {hall undertake to make, altho' none can: 
. be greater than to die: The firſt Cxime for- 
1 bids me to live, and in dying I cannot at- 
tone tor the ſecond. Is there any other 
means more capable to revenge yours? 15 
not one Death enough, muſt ] hive to die 
every day? Tell me, Madam, and you {ball 
in my Perſon iriceſfantly behold the Crimi- 
nal and the Executioner, the Inſtrument oi 
his Puniſhment, and the Puniſhment it felt. 
But what have I ſaid, whatever pains Len- 
dure, will they not offend you always, tince_ 
ou will (till have the fatal diſpleaſure ot. 
knowing that I live: I had therefore muct: 
better die, and mingle my blood which 
will be juſtly ſpilt with that of your Subjcets 
which I have unjuſtly ſhed. I had much 
better offer up a Sacrifice to the Living and. 

Dead, and L a bleeding Wound, whict. 

you may cer long behold in this Breaſt, you 
thall in a dying Language hear the regrets 
ot a Prince, the extreameit of which is that 
he could not ſufficiently, revenge your inju- 
ies. With thele Laſt words pronounc d. 

I with a Languithing tone, he drew forth his 

Sword, and threw himſeſf on the Point ot 

it, to make a diſmal confution, intermixt 
vu the effects and words; you grow pale 

ur Princeſs, and by that change of colour, 

| youſſeem to teſtifie a fear that the Cruelty ot 
Semiramis agreed with the deipair of Nins: : 

vou imagine that he already tiyiums in his 
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behold that ſight with eyes void of Tears. 


would have inflicted upon himſelf did not 
_ .n{wer his Reſolution, but was reſerved to 
ouch more powerfully than all his ſubmiſ- 
[10ns, yet that Cruelty which the King had 


7 acted on himſelf, ſottned the difdain of our 
„ brinceis; and that hate and diflain of Life 


wh ch he had teſtified, was the beginning 


lenſibly to Teſtimonies of an extream At- 
fection. Scorning therefore to have recourſe 


him, but quitting the Place where the was, 


ſid in uh a manner, that in making to 
him btu 2 linall wound, the Princefics Leit 


blood, and that ſhe being inſenſible, dd 


Recollect your ſelf, Madam, and vouchſafe 
your former attention. The diſpairinz 
Prince did not die, ſince that the rigour he 


of her Paſſton. It hapned then that the 
Princeſs of Aſcalon, ſenſible to the quick by 
10 incredible a Reſolution, chang'd on a 
|  ſuddain, and felt in her Breaſt all the ſinart 

of that Wound which Ninas was*not as 
yet ſenſible of; ſhe not only fhook oft that 
iſdain which the had for that Prince, but 
without obſerving a Medium, the-paſs'd in- 


to words to hinder her-deſign, and with- 
out requeſting of thoſe preſent to diſarm 


the her felt endeavour'd to prevent the blow, 
ef at leaſt to render it leſs fatal. Moſt cer- 
 tainſhe ſucceeded, andthe Gods who would 
render this Action Memorable, made one 
| Circumſtance Remarkable, which mult ne- 
ker be forgot. For in ſtopping the Arm of 
thet happy forlorn, the point of the word 


aud 
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hand received a ſmall hurt, and through 
the effect and force of their deſtiny, their 
Blood could not come out but by their 


mingling the one and the other together; 


what ſtrange preſage is this cried Merzaba- 
ne, lüll pale with a fear which as yet he 
could not overcome, to ſee the blood of a 
Princeſs altogether inſenſible, mix with 
that of one io much in Love; rather ſay, 
antwcred the Princeſs, that it is a good 
Omen, ſince it is a teſtimony and ſigii of 
that conſent which 1 now give of uniting 
our Hearts. Theſe few words were not of 
ordinary conſequence to the Afyrian Mo- 
narch; it is true, that he could not receive 
this unexpected Change without a great 
lurpriſe; it is true that ſome time he doubt- 
ed, whether a parallel Adventure would 
not appear impoſſible; but as ſoon as he 
had enough reinſtated himſelf to diſcern 
the Truth from Falfity, - and to know from 
what hand and mouth procceded his hap- 
pines, he made no longer a doubt of it, 
but was content to find that his aſtoniſh- 
ment cqualled his Joy. 1 have now re- 


counted to you ſome of thole cruel Anſwers 


which our Inſanta made in return of thoſe 
paſſionate Stibmiſſions of the great Ninzus. L 
have likewiſe ftiew'd to you the ſad effects 


they produc'd ; but to go further, and to. 


declare to. you ſome of their new Entertain- 
ment, that is not in my power. It may 
tuthce to let you Know, that it was not lets 


agreeable, and that the Excuſes, Promites 


aud 


F 
and Confirmations made up the greateſt 
and moſt plealing part. And as the ſatif. 
faction of thoſe two Illuſtrious Perſons was, Nat 
whereon depended that of the Aſcalonite;, Ithis 
ſcarce had the good King Tarſenos dedicated W:he 
the ſame meaſure of tears to his Joys as but Nyh. 
- juſt before he had facrifie'd to his Grief, but Op 
the whole Court gave proofs thereot,, which Nou 
had no other relation to thoſe Evils, from Wi; 
which they were hardly delivered, but only Neos 
the great excels there was in both; never in Nun 
the moſt Flourithing City, and moſt Populous W: | 
in the World was there teen more Content, Nu 
then might at that time have been obſeryd Wi: 
in the deſolate Aſculon: but I wrong it in- Wan 
deed in calling it 10, fince ſo great a Novel- fin 
ty was no tooner flown from the City to the ch. 
Camp, where all the common Soldiers, and 
molt part of the Othcers thought Ninus was W ict 
ſtill, but that more People might have been MW in 
ſeen there, then as yet it had ever contain'd; In 
inſomuch that thote who were of Opinion Nu 
that nothing could be found therein fit to ll \ 
adorn or honour a ſlender Rejoycing, did 0 
very much admire to behold ſuch maznifi-  D 
cence, which ſcarce could have been found Ml «: 
there, when the City was in its moſt Flou- Il 
| riſhing Eſtate. Molt certain it is, that Joy Il C 
mult be a molt excellent Remedy ; ſince it Ir 
had no ſooner {cizd on the Hearts of the t 
Soldiers and People, but that it produc I » 
{uch; wonderſul (effects. Thoſe who were KM 1 
wounded, whole wounds fean'd incurable, t 
and who according to th: Nature thereof If | 
Pn WW 
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in all probability, were to end their days 


ima Langmihing manner, being furpriz d 
at to ſuddain and great ſatisfaction, had 
this advantage, that they were freed from 
their Sutterings by a ſuddain death. Thoſe 
whole Wounds cauſed an incertainty in tbe 
Opinion of their Chirurgeons, were viſibly 
found Curable by the power of that ſame 
fcct; and thoſe who thought to have re- 
covered their health at the end ot a limited 
ume, were deceived, in that they found 
t in the common and publick Joy ; inſo- 
much that the Day for to glorious a Mar- 
lage, Was a Day of a gencral Satisfaction; 
and if there did appear any with their Arms 
na Sach, it was more tor fa:hion's fake, 
than for a real neceſſity. 3 
There Prazimene concealing by her Si- 
jence the moſt agreeable part of her Story, 
mn the relation of which a Perſon lets modeſt 
might have boaſted of their Eloquence ; I 
would tay, paſting from the Splendor of the 
Marriage to the Conſequenees which uſually 
ollow,, without ſtopping at the Amorous 
Dilcourſes and pleaſing Careſſes of the Lo- 
vers, ſhe made appear the purity of her 
Mind, by o judiciouſly pafling over thoſe 
Circumſtances. Some few days after a Mar- 
nage fo apparently fortunate (continued. 
the Wite Prazimene) the Ahrian Monarch 
with ſome dithculty leaving his dear Queen, 
would fee what was molt Remarkable in 
the City of Aſcalon; he vilited the Public 
Places, where he tound. feveral things ow : 
: y 
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thy of obſervation ; but he eſteemed no- 

thing ſo much as a Temple which Tarſens; 

had cauſed to be erected. It was in effect a 

Building which might be called Royal in all 

relpects; it is very 2 prodigioully great, 
0 


built regularly, and fo full of Riches, that 


there is nothing Rare in all Ai, but is 


there to be ſcen. Nins molt ſurprizinely 


taken with it, and demanding what Deity 


was therein Adored,. was anſwered by'a 


Nobleman of that Country, that he would 


receive more ſatisfaction in Learning it 
from his Eyes, than to hcar it; that if he 


would give himſelf the trouble to draw near 


to an Obelisk which he {hew'd to him, his 
Curioiny would foon be fatisfied. The 
King entred into a great Square Place which 
is over-again{t the Temple, and aſcending 


certain Steps winch ſerve tor the Baſis of 
Foundation to the Obelisk, thereon Read a 


certain Inſcription which all the Ajcalo- 
nites know by heart, and which was en- 


graved in great Characters; amongſt the 
reſt I learnt it, and if my Memory is not 


untaithful to me, I believe I may be able to 
, 


Te 


7 


The Inſcription of the Tem- 


- Ne of iergatis in 


— 


calon. 


A N Oracle having foretold to King 
Tarſenos, and to Queen Derceto his 


{ N Wiſe, that the Heavens would fa- 
vour their Marriage with a Child, 


which com ns into the World by extraordi- 
{ 


nary ways, 


ould become the Wonder and 


Aſtoniſtunent of the World, as well in her 
Birth, as in the progreſs of her Life, and in 
her End; that they ſhould live ſeveral years - 
together without ſeeing the accompliſhing 
of thoſe Divine Promiſes : Inſomuch that 
deſpairing to ſee themſelves Live in the Per- 
ton of that Child, after which they ſhould 
lch, without having any hopes of it left, 
they were near hand beginning to murmur 
22a1nſt the Divine Providence, when the 
Godiets of Affections being intereſted in it, 
made it ſuccced by thoſe ways and means 
which are common to none but the Gods 
themſelves. In a Seafon when the Beauty 


of the Spring created a defire for the Coun- - 


ry, the intpired the Queen to leave the 


Court, 
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Court, and by that abſence did effect thr 
Retolutions of Fate: Foraſmuch as the King 
of Aſcalos, who could not properly be 141d 
to Lire when ſeparated from the dearer 
part of himſelf, was refolved to go to her, 
he left the Scat ot his Empire for thoſe pla- 
ces Where the Queen made her abode: but 
approaching to it, tlie Sovereign of Hearts 
cauſed him to meet with his Derceto, whom 
the cager paſſion aſter the Chace had ſepa- 
rated from the reit. Now that ingemous 
Goddets well knowing, that ſuch as are 
born by means of Amorous Stealths, have 
thoſe Advantages which a Legitimate Bed 
rarely produces, rendred her unknown to 
the King, whom he ſearch'd after, and 
made uſc of the like deceit towards this 

fair unknown ; inſomuch that this mutual 


2 mutual delire, this fo quick and vchement 
an Adventure had as vehement and quick a 
Succeſs. T arſenos accoſted his Queen, and 
being more Amorous than bis Age ſeemed 
to allow of, found her more ſenſible than he 
could well have expected; his paſſion ta- 
king birth from the power of the Goddeſs, 
and his Dijcourte guided by the ſame, met 
with a like and parallel Flame, and with 
Anlwers altogether favourable, iuſomuch 
that what ought to be held in the eyes of 
Mortals as a Crime, was in regard to the 
will ot the Gods a pure obedience. The 
Prince's Retinue being ſtopt by his Com- 
mands, a detart Place ſerv d them i 


ignorance of cach other was followed with 


the 
ng 
11d 
rer 
er, 
la- 
Nt 
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{ 4 magnificent place, and a Cave in lieu 
ta fine Chamber, But by a contrary ef- 
ect, whereas before that fatal Meeting Tar- 
nes Thoughts were wholly taken up a- 
bout his Queen ; ſcarce had this laſt paſſion 
id him, but that his firſt Deſign vanith'd 
from his mind, and that after the enjoyment 
of his Queen unknown, he returned back 
to Aſcalon, whillt the Queen returned to her 
Maids. And the Goddeis having put an 


end to thoſe Amorous deſires, as {he had al- 


ready put an end to their diſguiſe, quite 
nd out of the memory of the King and 
Queen the Adventure of which the had been 
the Inſtrument ; and likew1te that paſſion 
not only ceas'd which the had rais'd, but 
Iikewite ſhe made Tarſenos loſe the deſire of 
viſiting his Queen. He contented himſelf 
with the News he frequently receiv'd of her 
health, and poſleſs'd with a referv'd cold- 
nels, which the whole World had reaſon. 
to admire, gave up his thoughts intirely to 
the Government of his Kingdom. Jn the 
mean time, as the Gods never work a De- 
en in vain, that quickneſs of their mutual 
Aﬀcctions was not unfruittul, the Queen 
felt their effects, which foon reviv'd her 
Memory. At firlt the contider'd with hor- 
r what her Love had produced, the ter- 


med that a Crime which in reality 


Was 


none; and whillt none but her ſelt was a 


wunels of that unhappy accident, ihe 


COn- 


tented her ſelf with her Tears. But when 


tue Eyes ot others began to dive into 


that 


Secret, 
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Secret, the could no longer brook the In- 
 tamny thereof, but reſolv'd to die, tothe 
end the might not out-live her diſhoncur. MV 
- Hurnied on by her deſpair, ſhe by Nich Nhe 
got ſecretly from her Attendance, and a- {WM 
bandoning her Palace, which herctofore ſhe Nun 
had loved ſo well, and which ſhe could not Nene 
leave without ſome regret, ſo ſevere the was I 
a gainſt her ſelf, that at every Rep the made Na. 

the inflicted her own puniſhment ; and Bu 
thinking on that Faith, which ſhe imagind ful 
| the had violated, the tought only for ſome I in 
Precipice, into which by plunging her felt, Ne. 
ſhe thought the might waſh off that Crime Ich. 
in deſtroying the Criminal. However as al 
Fate ſooner or later works by its own mcans, al 
in fine ſhe was inſpired by the Gods with a 8 
_ regret, which ſuffer d her not to conſent to 8. 
the loſs of that innocent Creature whoſe 1 

Mother ſhe ought to be; ſhe therefore mo- I (© 
derated her deſpair by the force and power 
of that natural Love which is due to our (}'* 
_ own blood; the made her fuſtenance for 1 
the ſupport of her own Life, upon ſuch F. 
Herbs as the Ezrth produced without La- I © 
bour, with a deſign not to outlive that day I 
in which her Burthen (houl4 enjoy the I 
| Light. The uncertainty ot her Reps had I 
led her by the ſetting of the Sun (ot whole I 
prelence the thought her ſelf unworthy) into I 
that part of the Forett n xt to the City, l 
which H:aven had deſtin'd for that young Mt © 
Princeflcs Cradle, and her Mothers Tomv. © 
There the was deliver d of a Daughter,v _ e 
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St  Prazumene. 165 
le Suckled but once; and after thoſe tears, 
with the which the waſh'd her, to render 
er the more pure and worthy for the Gods, 
the gave her a Kiſs, and then precipitated 
her {elf into a Lake, which took its begin- 
118% in the fame Deſert, with whoſe Waters 
one part of the Cities Walls are wath'd. 
Thus the Oracle began to take place, ſince 
having promiſed to Tarſenos a Child, whote 
Birth, Progreſs and End ſhould be wonder- 


ful, its Prediction was not meanly verified 


in its firſt Circumſtances. That Prince ad- 
vertiſed of the loſs of his Queen, was not 
the only Perſon who was aſtoniſhd at it, 
all his Subjects took a great intereſt in his 
aſtfiction; but as ſenſible as it was, he for- 
got not to be very diligent ; he remitted his 


grief to another Scaſon ; and applying him- 


elf to that Care, which fo great and un- 
fortunate a Loſs ought to cxcite in him, 
did ditpatch from all Parts Perſons to make 
lone Diſcovery : He went himſelf to ſcve- 
tal Places, and ſent as well to his Allies and 
Friends, as to his Enemies; and neverthelefs 
all his pains and trouble was to as little 
purpoſe, and as unprofitable as the Tears 
which he ſhed; it could never enter into 
his thoughts that the Foreit of Aſcalon was 
the lace of his Queens Retirement. At 
length the time for Mourning having bu- 
lied the Aſcalonites, they by degrees began 
to leave oft debating upon to ſtrange an Ac- 
cident when as one day the Prince retolv'd 
to interrupt the courſe of has —— 
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166 Prarimene. 
by the exerciſe of Hunting, the Forcſt ( 
Aſcalon was pitchd upon for his Divertite. 


ment, Gods! how extraordinary was that 
Chace, which inſtead of fimithing by the 
death of tome Wild Beaſt, ought to hays 
been the Subject to adore thoſe which Inhz- 


bited that Deſart. As he was ſcparatel 


from the Hunters, he came to the {ide of 
that Lake which was the Tomb of hi 


een, and tothe ſame place where the had 


| abandon'd her Child. An ordinary conf 


ſion did not ſeize him, when he found that 
Little Creature in ſuch a frightful dwelling, 


but his contuſion was infinitely redoubled, 
when he ſaw 1t accompanied by a great 


number of Birds, ot which ſome appear d to 
be its Guards, and the others its Nouriſh- 


ers; and as if they had a reſpect for the Fa- 


ther in conſideration of the Daughter : con- 


trary to their Nature, they did not fly 2. 


way when he approached. The Prince too! 
imo his Arms her whom an admirable Pro- 


vidence had prelerved ; and obſerving ſome- 


thing in her Countenance not like unto o. 


ther Children, felt allo ſome ſtrange Mon 
ons which were not ordinary with him. Al 
 firit he thought it the work of ſome Deity, 
lo that not daring any longer to prophatic 
it, by touching it, winch he judged iy: 
not allowed him, he was going to lay 
down again, when he perceived certain 
Jewels, which heretofore he had given th 


his Qucen : Then he recollected bis Memo 


TY, and did not only know them 85 
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but likewiſe perceived that its Attire was 
made of the moſt Rich of his Garments. O 
what addition of confuſion! O what a ſen- 
{ible remembrance, or rather what a prodi- 
gious mixture of wonder and grief, whilſt 
quite beſides himſelt, he conſidered that Di- 
vine Infant, and thoſe fatal Reliques, the 
Huntſman came to that place ; but what 

noite ſoever they made, the Prince could 
not recover out of his Extaſie, till they had 
fallen themſelves into the ſame; it ſeemed 
as if their Actions depended on their Eyes, 


or that being as it were become 1mmove- 


able, their Looks were for ever fixed upon 
that wonderful Object, At length Tarſenos 


coming to himſelf, Commanded the Subject 


of their Wonder to be carried to the Palace, 
and returned thither himſelt full of thoughts, 
where he attended with ſtrange diſquiets 


the next day; at that time the Sun ſeemcd 


more lazy than he was. A Solemn Sacrifice 
was prepared and offer d, and immediately 
thereupon the King Commanded the moſt 
Ancient of the Priefts to Conſult about the 
Adventure of this unknown Infant. The 
Oracle, which heretotore had foretold him 
that his Queen ſhould make him Father of a 
Wondertul Child; at that time he had lit- 
tle regard to what the Oracle had ſaid, they 
were accuſtomed to be very obſcure in the 
Anſwers, and to ſpeak of things which had 
not hapned, but now it ſpoke of what was 
paſt, but withal in terms which were not 


ebicure, The King then Knew at the re- 


turn 
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turn of the Prieſts, by what means th 
Gs had made ſucceed their Prom iſes. He tr 
undertiood that the Child he had ſo won- Nac. 
dertully met withal in the Defart of Ahe 
lon was his own Daughter. He underſtood Mis 
likewiſe, how the fame Crods had given her Wea 
to him. He learnt the fatal regret of his Mao 
Queen, but he learnt withal how that Hea- Mim 
ven to recompence her Vertue, which ſeemd Mac 
to have received ſome blot by her obedi- Mhz 
ence, and which had ſince animated her by Wthi 
a generous deſpair, had received her a- HA 
mongſt the number of its Inhabitants, and Next 
that the great Adad had choſen her for his N tb. 
Eternal Companion. Thus his ſadneſs o- Wan 
vercome by this agreeable and pleaſing An- Wi 
ſwer, was converted into Joy, and his Joy Watt 
a little afterwards into Picty; infomuch Wea! 
that he cauſed this Glorious Temple to be Near 
built, and erected .to her memory, near Nas! 
that Lake which the had made ulc of 482 
Path to conduct her to the Heavens, and 
_ abſolutely .prohibiting the ute of what it 
produced, for that Conſideration, gave tit 
Name of Atergatis to this new Goddel; 
called this Miraculous Daughter Scnwramt, 
for having been nouriſhed by the Birds; 
and cauſed tins Obelisk or Tablet to be e- 
rected; to the end, that being enrickcs 
with this Hiſtory, it might be preſerves: ©) 
Poſterity, and manifeſt the power of the 
Immortal Gods, whole Promifes are as much 
infallable, as the Means winch. they makc 
uſe of to. make, them tuccerd, are unknen Ws 
10 us. 5 e Tic 
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There is what Ninis could not read, con- 
tinucd Prazimene, with wonder, and what 
according to my thoughts you have not 
heard without a ſemblable aſtoniſhment. It 
is true, Interrupted Azalinda, that I never 
gare ſo much attention to any Diſcourſe, 
nor never attended the end with a grcater 
impatience than I have had for this firange 
Adventure, with the which you juſt now 
have entertain'd me. At firſt the Hiſtory of 
the Heroick Semiramis made me ſee no one 
Accident, which appeared not to be but an 
extraordinary Adventure; nevertheleſs thoſe 
things which you have already told me, 
and thoſe which remain to be recited now, 
will create no more of wonder in me, ſince 
aſter a Birth ſo far from common and vul- 
gar, thoſe Actions which ought to ſucceed _ 
annot but be cxtraordinary; but as curious 
as I am to Learn as well as you have done 
the particulars of ſo glorious a Life, I re- 
ud that Contentment through this inter- 
wuption which 1 make; -perſue therefore 
harming Princeſs your Di ourſe, and de- 
uicate once more to my deſire ſome mo- 
nents to finiſh it; if you ſhould not be ti- 
ed more in liſtning than I am in entertain- 
ng you anſwered Prazimene, bluſhing at the 
Iitle which Azalinda had given her, believe 
nolt aimable /fanta ! that you are going ta 
rn all that I know before we part. After 
nole Civilities, which, as yet, took up ſome 
me, the Aſſyrian Monarch beheld not this, 
3: be had other . Things in _ | 


* 
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on, he entred into the Temple of Alergat f of 
| where he beheld the Image of that Goddeg I le 
under the Shape of a Woman from thefſ it 
Waſte upwards, of that of a Fiſh down - D 
Wards, and having given Orders for the M 
Drawing of her Figure, returned again tofffl th 
read what was write upon the Tablets; thenfff ti 
he thought that the great Adad having cho tu 
{en that Goddeſs for his Spouſe, was a pre- ly 
ſage that Babylon and Aſcalon ſhould be uni- 
ted together, ſince their People and Inha- 
bitants ought not to be divided, whoſe Dei- 
ties were joyn'd ; and as that Celeſtial All: 
ance was made, Accidents altogether 
ſupernatural, that Earthly Alliance, which 2a 
had follow'd, could not have ſucceeded but rea 
dy the like means and ways; he protcſtedWio: 
that he would never enter into the City oi wb 
Babylon, without Inſtituting there the Wor- N wa 
ſhip of that Goddeſs, nor without Dedica- I ioy 
ting to her a Temple: And in Truth noWpat 
ſooner was he upon the borders of his Em- I bad 
pire, but he gave Orders for the beginning Aff 
of that Work, and that having Ordaind 
4 ber Worſhip, ſhe was reverenced by all, bu 

| with ſuch Devotion, that ſince, the Aria: 
have held her amongſt the number of their 
principal Deities : If that Monarch before 
that he und erſtood that marvellous Birth, 
| had paſſionately lov'd our Princes, he afte! 
terwards elteem'd himſelf oblig d to cheril 
Her, as well through Duty as Inc lination, 
knowing that her Original had ſomething 
of parallel with his own; he was the 501 


1 Prazimene. 2 
of Jupiter Belus, and through a conſequence 
lets Nuceflary than Juſt, Reaſon would have 
it that the Son of a God ſhould eſpouſe the 
Daughter of a -Goddelſs, ſcarce were the 
Magnificent Entertainments ended (although 
the time preſcribed for them had been a long 
time paſt) when Ninus was refolv'd to re- 
turn to his own Territories ; It was certain- 


-M ly a very cruel Separation to T arſenos to part 


with his dear Daughter; but as it was no 


-Mother then what ought to be expected, his 
Tongue approvd of what his Tears could 
-Mf ſcarcely content too; never was Day fo fad 


and melancholy like that in which we be- 
gan to depart; but it was again the more 

teaſon that its Eve had been:celebrated with 
ſo much Splendor and Joy, inſomuch that 
when we teſtify d an exceſſive Alacrity, it 


was not without conſidering that we re- 


joyced at our Jears : Our Infanta muſt have | 7 
zalt for the moſt inſenſible in the: World, 


bad ſhe not been affected wsth ſe general an 


Affection; She did indeed make appear that 


ag ſhe ſhared a great 2 them, more 


ching lber Actions of > Sadneſs ſne fatisſy d 


in reallity not to ſhey her ſelf Ingrateful to 
her Country, then through Sentiments Which 
had an unwillingneſs to the King ber Hus- 
band's Defire; becauſe im giving to him her 
Faith, ſhe gave it to him ſo Diſintereſted 
and. Pure, that all things which before had 

been any ways conſiderable to her, from 
that moment became to her ow rn 4 


4 
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ſhe reſerved for her Husband effects contra- 
ry to thoſe Appearances. We made haſte 
through Hria, becauſe that part of it be- 
longing to the King of Aſcalon, we could 
not paſs through thoſe Cities which were 
= his Power, without granting ſome 
Days of {tay to the agreeable Importunity 
of their Inhabitants; but when we were 
arrived upon its Confines we made uſe of 
the Advantage of the River Exphrates, b 
imbarking upon Veſſels richly deckt, whi 
in few Days bronght-us to that vaſt and po- 
pulous City of Bahn: Permit me here to 
renew your Admiration, and by a fer words, 
by which Iwill conſtrain my {elf to expreſs 
ĩt in, „e of the moſt admi- 
rable Dwelling in the Univerſe; all thoſe, 
Who as well as my ſelf, who were Strang- 
ers alike to this City, remembring them- 
ſelves of Aſcalon, which we looked upon to 
be above all other Cities, immediately took 
the great and wonderful City of Babylon for 
an entire Region, and having ſince known eq 
chat it was but a City, have conſidered 4% FI i 
_calon but as a Village, or to Honour ita e. 
little more at the leaſt of its Suburbs. The I h 
River upon which we finiſed our Voyage I 7} 
_ divides it ſelf in tro Farts, on one fide are I 2. 
many Temples, of which ſome to be the c 
more eſteemed ought to be very Ancient, I th 
as thoſe of Jupiter Belus and Arad ; ſince 


that after | two famous. Edifices, the thi 
, others in compariſon are but common Buib- Yo 


ings, altho' very ſumptuous; I dalle 
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bear ſpeaking of the Riches with which 
they are adorned, ſo great is the number 
that you would not believe me; I ſhall con- 
tent my felt to tell you that beſides thoſe 
things wiuch render thoſe Sacred: places 
wonderful, there is a Tower preſents it ſelt 
in the middle of the Temple of Jupiter Be- 
lus, the top of which is ſo high that you 
would take it for a Pillar that ſuſtains the 
Heavens. In effect there is no body that 
caſting his Eye towards the top of it, but 
confounds it with the Sky it ſelf, ſo great 
a diſtance there is from the Earth and it; 
if that part of the City is altogether Sacred 
and Holy by the Poſſeſſion of fo many Tem- 
ples Conſecrated to the Gods, the other is 
altogerher as Magnificent and Royal, poſſef- 
ſing the moſt glorious Dwelling of their 
Kings; the Situation is ſo charming and 
hveet, that it inſpires a Joy as ſoon as ve 
behold it; its Greatneſs is conformable to 
the Puiſſance of its Empire; but its Baild= 
ing is to Compleat and Stately, tat et 
equally ſurpaſſes by much, as well the Beau 
ty of its Situation as the Space Wien 
contains it; juſt thus was the City of 8. 
Hlon, when the great Ninas made his Entry 
with his dear Queen, inſemuch that I hai! 
go no further in Diſcnibing of it; it will 
come to paſs by and by that I ſhal add to 
that Magnificent Eſtate, 1n'which we found 
t, thoſe pompous A tations Which 
the new Queen - cauſed to be added; and 
you ſhall learn, by the ſequel of ber Hi- 
. | 1 | ſtory, 
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ſtory, the two Reaſons for which this incom- 
parable. City was Surnamed the City of Se 
miramis: | a ſhewn to ycu the Power 
and Grandeur of the Metropolis of Aſyria, 
it would be 1mpertinent in me to amuſe 
you with the Crowds of People, who hin- 
_ dred our Entry by thoſe rich Preparations 
which rendered it Glorious, and by tl ofe 
ſhouts of Joy which teſtified their Satisfacti- 
en and Contentment; I ſhall not ſpeak of 
the time which was taken up in publick 
Showes, Dancings and Feaſts, it is enough 
for you to imagine it, when you conſider 
what was the City into which we entred, 
and the People who received us; but as! 
have à Deſign to ſhew to ycu a Life alto- 
gether Virtuoue, to repreſent it to you al- 
tegwards in an Inclination altogether con- 
ttary, Iſhall not deviate my Diſcourſe from 
what concerns the Queen. As ſoon as Ai- 

nus had entered the Palace, the Affairs of 
his Empire tock not ſolely up his Care, be 

joy ned therennto the Care of cauſing a 
| 8 be gazfed to the Mother of his 
Queen, and we ſaw the Feundaticn there- 
of before that we well knew that we were 
armved- at Babylon. It was built on that 


_ » fide of the City, of which I told you be- 


toe, and where there was ſo great a number 
jut over againſt that of Aded, according 
tio which model be; cauſed. it. to be built, 
and had the lame Prieſts and Sacrifices, con- 
tormapie 36 .thoſe pf that God, of whom 
according to the Oracle ſpoken to 7. * 

g he 
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ſhe was the Compamion, which gave occa- 
fon to the Prieſts of thoſe Temples to dit- 
cover moſt wonderful Miſteries in that Hea- 
renly Union: The Court was wholly em- 
ploy'd in ſo Laudable a mixture of Affairs, 
Divine and Civil, when News was brought 
of the Revolt of that Armenia, which alone 
then paid Homage to the Aſſyrian Monar- 
chy ; it was Armenia the Great, that this 
Trumphant Monarch had given to Barra- 
net, although his Father was his Mortal 
Enemy. Tabatius (that was the Name of 
the Author of that Rebellion) had always 
managed the War againſt Belus, and having 
ſeveral times defeated him, without having 
abſolutely conquer d him, took it fo —— 
to Heart to Ruine him, that he enjoynd it 
to the Prince his Succeeſſor, never in his 
Life-time to make Peace or Truce with him; 
Ninus kept his word when he came to the 
Empire, he vigourouſly purtued Sabatizes ; 
but as he was engaged but againit the Fa- 
ther, le voluntarily pardoned the Son, when 
being reſolved to ſubdue Armenia the 
Great, he met him laden with abundance _ 

of rich Preſents, inſtead of defending him 
felt, Baraanes promis d all that our Mo- 
narch of Babylon oblig d him to; he became 


Inbutary to him, and afterwards peaceably 


enjoy d that Kingdom until ſuch time as the 


Fugitive Sabatius, after a long time came 


and troubled bis peaceable Government. 


Ficty giving more Courage to that Prince 
then he had ever e concluding 
2 55 | — 5 # 13 WM 
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1t would be no Crime to break his Faith for 
ner Sake; he received then his unhappy Fa- 
ther, calleth him to his Councels, and this was 
the occaſion of this War for which Aris 
then made Preparations: On a ſuddain a 
great alteration was to be ſeen in our Court, 
the Armies took place of thoſe Magnificent 
and Glorious Shews to which all the World 
was then given, which as I believe had not 
tmthed fo foon, had not this Accident hap- 
ned, The Queen perceiving that the King 
was preparing to leave her, could not re- 
tolve to conſent to it, the diſpos d her ſelf 
to follow him, and would put on his Har- 
neſs when he had occation for them; he 
did all he could to hinder her Deſign, he 
repreſented to her the Labours and Perils in 
which that employment engaged thoſe that 
practiced it; told her it was for Men and 
not for Women, and likewiſe told her, 
that he ſhould have a double feer upon him, 
Aceing her every Moment expos'd to hazard 
and ö Whereas was ſhe abſcnt he 
em it as nothing; but his per- 

ſWwaſions were weak, the could not bear them 
without interrupting him, and did only in- 
terrupt him to put an end to ſo Affectionate 
Debate, by three or four words, My Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, if I learnt that noble Exerciſe in 
exerciſing it againſt your Majeſty, ought ! 
not to make uſe of it at preſent againſt 
other People; moſt certainly ſince I had 
the boldneis to Combat with you, I will 
poſſeſs the Glory hercafter to Combate toi 


you; 
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you; this Decree which her Love made her 
onouce, was immediately executed; She 

ho ſelf took care of the Preparations for 

that War, and made her ſelf as remarkable 

for her Diligence and judgment in thoſe 


Orders ſhe gave, as generous in thoſe Bat- 
tels, where the Vu ory always accompa- 


nied her. The whole Court quitted Babylon 


when their Majeſties departed, and croſſing 


along the Banks of the River Tigris, {oow- 
arrived at Ninivee, where thoſe who ought 
not to accompany them to the Wars ſtaied 
to receive wi 


collect my ſelf of that moſt agreeable Place, 
it is too fine to be forgot, and I recerved 


there too much Honour to omit ſpeaking in 


its praiſe. That City was of a circumfe- 
rence little different from Babylon, ſituated 
on the River Tigris, environed with prodi- 
gious Walls and Towers, the particulars of 
which I ſhould. ſcarce paſs over in ſilence, it 
thoſe which Semiramis cauſed to be built. 


does not tell me that it would be quickly 


to recite over twice one and the ſame thing: 
but of ſo ſweet an Air and Climate, and ai! 
things therein ſo pleaſing and agreeable, 
that all melancholy is bauiſhed from thence : 
Ninus always lov'd that City, as well tv 
that Reaſon, as for the Civility of ufs 


Inhabitants, and I bclicye that I (hull, in 
word, give you to underſtand the Aﬀecti- 


on that that great. Prince had for it; it.] 
ell you that he hononred it with his name, 


IRE + - ah 


more eaſe and accommoda- 
tion the News : Permit me, Madam, to re- 


' o | although 
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+ En Prazimene. wy 
although he was not the Founder of it; 


5 there it was that the Heroick Scmir amis began 


to careſs me more than the was uſed to do, 
and for my own part, beginning to under- 
ſtand my ſelf, I endeavoured to render my 
{elf worthy of her Favour. I have not hi- 
therto told you what a great Kindneſs the 
had for me, I have contented my ſelf to let 
you know, that as little as I was, I had 
always followed her; and although the 


King and the whole Court paid me extra- 


ordinary Civilities, nevertheleſs I thought 


it not proper to obſerve thoſe little Circum- 


ſtances, ſince they were paid to a Child; 


but when they became more conſiderable, 
how this Prazimene, who has receiv d ſuch 
_ weighty Obligations from you, is becom- 
ing one part of the Care of Semiramis, and 
bow Fortune has deſigned me to augment 
ber Triumph; I muſt put my ſelf in turn 
and 2 a long Recital of my Adven- 
tures. 


he ſame Day that Ninivee faw the 
Army depart, . whole place of Rendeyous 


ſhe had been: My Queen, to ſtop thoſe Tears, 
which thed, and for her own Satisfaction 
held mea great while embraced z My Child, 
nid ſne, with pain I know well that thy 


| R Tears are occaſioned by the regret you have 


to leave me, and I aſſure you of my part, I 
have no lets an unwillingnels for our Sepa- 
ration, but give to my Glory what I can- 


not condeſcend to do to thy Deſire; I leave 
thee in the hands of Ermenie, reſolved to let 


the ce at my return, that I have not Loved 


thee 


1 w@t_ a= coco „ at. 
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thee in vain ; that Ancient governeſs to 
whom I am obliged for the little Virtue 1 

poſſeſs, has in charge to beſtow the like care 
upon thee, as ſhe had of me, to the end, | 
ſhall bluſh Madam to recount to you thoſe 
Terms the Queen was pleas'd to beſtow up- 
on me, and nevertheleſs I ought not to alter 
the Truth of the Hiſtory, that fortifying in 
thee thoſe rare Qualities, which naturally 
you Enjoy, it may be eaſy for thee to know 
whether I have chenth'd thee as I ought, tince 
I teſtify to thee by the Gift I make, how 
much 1 wiſh for a conformity between us, 
which is not to be ſearched for but with 
thole Perſons who are extreamly dear to us; 
after this, "7 Child, ſhe often honoured 
me with that Title, a time may come where- 
in to ſhew the greatneſs of my Affection, _ 
{hall do ſomething for the very great, and 


yet notwithſtanding what cannot be able to Ml 
_ reach my Deſire: At theſe words ſhe left | 


me, who was blinded with Tears, and go- 
ing to overtake her Soldiers, ſhe increaſed 
their Courage as ſhe had done my Grief : 
Let us not ſtop, if you pleaſe, at thoſe Re- 
ſentments of Affliction, of which I began 
to be capable ; let us leave the Diſcourſe of 
my Sighs and Tears and follow my Princeſs 
to wonder at her Exploits. The Armenians 
having advanc'd to the Country of Meſopo- 
tamia, were encamped at the Foot of the 
Mount Taurus to defend the Paſſage and En- 
trance into their Country aginſt the King of 
Mria; but far from finding him in a weak 
„ 5 Condition, 
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Condition, as they had almoſt perſwaded 
themfelves, he proved more vigorous and 
ſtronger to them then they had repreſented 

him to be, being likewiſe aſſiſted by his 
Queen, infomuch that our Troops took very 
little more pains to open tv themſelves a 
_ Paffage into their Provinces, then to croſs 
over Meſopotamia, their direct way, and 
which was one of the Conqueſts of the 
great Ninw : There the Enemies Army was 
_ preſently diſpers d; there the places coft us 
no longer time to take them, then what ſer- 
ved to bleck them up, and the People pro- 
miſing to themſelves more Mercy from the 
Conqueror, then by the reſiſtance they were 
once reſolved to make, came in whole Bo- 
dies to ſubmit themfelves to that Yoke they 
had ſo raſhly abandon d; but Madam, What 
do yon think render'd this Succeſs fo glori- 
ous and eaſie? the Memory of the dead 
Prince ought not to be oftended, if I attri- 
bute the Honour to the Warlike Semiramis; 
yes it was ſhe that re- eſtabliſh d the Bal) loni- 
an Empire in thoſe Parts, and who not con- 
tent with that Advantage, carried her Arms 
and Bounds much farther; it is true that 
that Hero was of himſelf capable of all 
thoſe Exploits, and that having compos d 
his Monarchy of fo many Kingdoms, genc- 


= rouſiy LEI by bin, he bad not only 


learnd the Art of acquiring, but hkew1le 
of preſerving and keeping then; never- 
thelefs at that time more deſirous of the Lau- 
tels tor his Queen then tor himſelf, he jr 
| 3 mitte. 
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mitted her to act according to her own cou- 
tagious Motives, and he had no ſooner con- 
ceived the hopes of a Victory, but his victo- 
rious Queen preſented him with the Fruits 
thereof; She put her ſelf at the Head of the 
Aſſrians, and never returned from fight 
without being covered all over with blood, 
and without giving extraordinary appre- 
henſions to her Husband, which were con- 
verted in a little time into great content and 
ſatisfaction: At Night ſhe would ſurprize 
their Quarters and carry them by force, and 


in the Day- time ſhe would give Directions 


for Battels and Aſſaults; ſhe cauſed a ſe- 


vere Diſcipline to be obſerved in the Camp, 
and to hinder the murmuring which is or- 


dinarily founded upon diſpencing with ſome 
Rules and Orders, (he uſed the ſame Severity 
and Strictneſs as to her ſelf ; the preſided at 
Council, and ſometimes permitting them 
to ſpeak, who by the length of time ſeemed 
to be very well vers d and experienc d in that 
dangerous Employment, made them after- 
wards bluſh for Shame, in making them 
ſenſible of the Faults and Errors of their 
Sentiments, and aſtoniſhed them with the 
Solidity of her own and oftentimes conſtrai- 
ned them to become Envious of the Glory 


of a Woman ; In fine, the made appear in 


her Perſon, the Courage of the young, and 


the Prudeuce of the old, the power of over 


coming, and the vertue of pardoning, and 
by a Secret, natural to her, created both 
Fear and Love in their Hearts: Thus ſhe 

CG oe tons ry 88 did 
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did not gain her ends and deſigns in Arme- 
nia the Greater only, but in the very Heart 
of that Kingdom; ſhe rooted out the Plant 
which another time might have produc d 
another Rebellion, it was the Prince who 
poſſeſs d ĩt under the Homage of the great 
Ninus, who abſolutely vanquiſh'd in the late 
Battle, could not fave himſelf from falling 
into the Conquerors Hands: Whilſt that, 
Bar anes was forc'd to go to Ninivee, where 
our Monarch would keep him, conſidering 

his Revolt, as an effect of his Piety; that 
excellent Queen who had vanquifh'd him 
ſtudied new Deſigns; ſcarce had ſhe re- 
freſh'd her ſelf in giving new Orders to the 
conquer d Countries, but ſhe departed to 
add new Rays to her ſhining Glory, ſhe 
conquer d the Leſſer Armenia, whether ſhe 
carried her Arms, and with that prompt- 
neſs, that ſhe had ſubdued it as ſoon as ſhe 
had chaſtis d the Greater Armenia, and from 
thence paſſing in Cilecia, took them for weak 
and feeble Reſiſtances, which others might 
| have taken for prodigious Efforts. The 
Neighbouring Kingdoms were not fo difh- 
cult to be Conquered, Pampbilta, together 

with ſome other Provinces of the Greater 
Phrygia, voluntarily ſubmitted, to ſuch a 
pitch that ſhe raisd her Fame, inſomuch 
that ſhe rendered almoſt the hole Eaſtern 
Aſia Tributary to one iole Power. After ſo 
great a Succeſs, diſpoſing her ſelf to return 
to Babylun, the minded not to return the 
lame cia was the way ſhe reſolved 
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to take, and to continue that way, after 
having opened to her ſelf a. Paſſage in its 
province on that ſide which was moſt South- 
wards, it was 3 need ful to ſubdue 
Cappedocia, which block d up otherwiſe her 
Paſſage to the Armenians on that ſide; and 
I know not, if without that Adventure, of 
which the Aſſyrians ſaid the continuance of 
their Fortune did depend, and which ſuc- 
ceeded according to their Wiſhes and Pray- 
ers; that long Voyage which was not per- 
formed without great Labour and Difficul- 
ties, if it had entirely ſatisfyd her great 
Mind, and if her great Courage, the Pa- 
rallel of which was never known, had not 
engaged her to undertake new Enterprizes: 
This Adventure, Madam, which cauſed in 
us another ſort of Joy then that which her 
Victories created, was ſuch, that ſhe found i 
her ſelf in a condition to give the great Ni- 
nut a Succeſſor: As ſoon as the News was . 
ſpread of it, there was not an Aſſyrian who 
elteemed himſelf lels than a Demy God, 
they were 1o proud and fo full of Joy, that 
they diſpited thoſe People to whom the 
Liberty hindered, the participation of that 
Happineſs. Their Monarch, who had no 
lels a violent Deſire, had reaſon then to 
believe that his Queen was going to render 
him the Father ot a Creature who would 
keep a Medium between the Gods and Men, 
the hopes of that on the one hand, and the 
apprehenſions on the other, leaſt thoſe ge- 
nerous Attempts, in which ſhe took 8 
N 5 much 
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pair of to great a Happincis. Tie Pubylo- 
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much pleaſure and ſatisfaction, ſhould de- 


 prive them of that Sovereign bappineſs, 
obliged him, in the Requeſt which he made 


to her, to make uſe of a Command alto- 
gether Affectionate and full of Love, ſhe 
was obliged then to take the Road to Ba- 
bylon, under a guard, at the head of which 


he put himſelf, and Merxabane was his 
Lieutenant, and Ninivee, where all my 


Joy had ceaſed by the departure of that 
Queen, ſaw an end of my Grief and Sor- 
row, as it had beheld the beginning of it; 


4 Oh! what Careſſes did I receive, and how 
much did thoſe two Inſtances of her De- 


parture and Return give me. Aſſurances of 


her Inclination; but I ſhall do wrong to 


two Illuſtrions and great Perſons, who 
figh'd under different Paſſions, if I ſhould 
trifle away your time in entertaining of you 


with what particularly belongs to me any 
longer, I muſt, it you pleaſe, ſtop the 


Torrent of Tears of ſome, before I con- 
tinue the Ditcourſe of what concerns me, 


and likeyite ſatisfy the Deſire of others; 


The Ninivites were thoſe that figh'd, and 
who having received the Victorious Semira- 


mis after ſo many Warlike Expeditions, 
would have been-glad to have added to their 


Fame the utmoſt Glory and Reputation to 
bave been able to have attributed the Birth 


ol the firſt Child of the great Niuus to 


them; but obſerving tuch great Prepara- 
tions for going forward, made them Dit- 


Wind 


ES, ; 
niant on the other-hand flattered themſelves 
of having that glorious Advantage : In 
ſhort none were deceived, for the Sorrow- 
ful Ninivee had the regret to behold the 
departure of their Queen, and the rejoycing 
City of Babylon had the Satisfaction to re- 
ceive her. The King, who had renutted 
the Care of his Armies to his Valiant Ge- 


| nerals, never left his Queen, being reſolv d 


to obſerve himſelf, whether a umverſal Be- 
lief might not be attended with a decat- 
ful Succeſs. 85 „ pn pmol 
All Afhria made wiſhes for a Prince, and 
Ninus promis'd no leſs to himſelf; never- 
theleſs with what ever hopes he flatter d 
himſclt, he was ſtill apprehenſive leaſt he 
ſhould meet with a diſapr atment in his 


Hopes and Deſires ; but He. en that proved 


auſpicious to Aſſriaat that time, and that 
would ſhower down upon that Kingdom all 


its Graces, to the end that it might over- 


whelm it at length with moſt predigious 


aqdverſities, rejoyc'd their Prince and did not 


diſcontent his Subjects. Semiramis gave 
Light to another Sun, who at the Moment 
ot his Birth extended his bright Rays to the 
moſt darkned and furthermoſt parts of the 
Empire. He was reccived in Cloth of Pur- 
ple, which never was practiſed before, and 
at the Mothers Requelt, and for her Satis- 


faction, the Father conferred his own Name. 
upon him. The City of Babylon the Night 


betore this auſpectous and happy Day, re- 
tembled tome of thoſe Mountains Which | 
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place or corner therein, where that Sacred 
Fire did not give Teſtimony of the great 
Joy of its Inhabitants, and yet the Nights 
of Darkneſs did not alone partake of thoſe 
publick Rejoycings, the Days took their 


fore ſuch time as the Sun could exhale any 
of thoſe Vapours he was us'd to do, to the 
end that he might give Light without in- 
terruption to the Saerifices and Feaſts : In 
the mean time our Princeſs thinking thoſe 
Hours tedious which were not employ'd in 
encreaſing the Glorious Empire of her dear 
Spouſe, had ſcarce brought into the World 
a Son, but ſhe importuned him to return to 
his Conqueſts; it was not without an ex- 
treame violence upon her ſelf, that ſhe took 
that Reſolution, it was not, I ſay, with- 
out having a wonderful Reluctancy in her 
Thoughts, mixt with her Requeſt ; but as 
ſhe had already overcome fo many Enemies, 
ſhe would add to her Triumphs the Victory 
| ſhe obtained on this occaſion over her ſell. 
Ninns took leave of her as ſoon as the faw 
that ſhe was in a fair condition and way cf 
being well, and with promilcs to be with 
him as ſoon as her Strength would permit; 
he departed from Babylon to go to meet his 
Armies, which had already obtained great 
Advantages in thoſe Eaferz» Countries, 
where he had cauſed them to march. Mer- 


t | xzabanedid not immediately follow the King, 


he was commanded to remain near Semire- 


caſts out Fire, ſince there was not one little 


turn, inſomuch that it was a long time be- 
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ms, who ſince her Marriage, had always a 
kindneſs for hun. Moſt certain it is that he 
was poſſeſt of ſuch Qualifications which 
would unavoidably make him efteemed ; 
but amongſt others he had one in confide- 
zation of our Queen, which alone was cap- 
:ble to attract her Inclinations, even when 
he would-not Honour him therewith. He 
was employ'd by the great Ninus to obtain 
her Affections, yet although he did not ab- 
ſolutely ſucceed, nevertheleſs his procedure 
was With ſo much Judgment, that at the 
ſame moment ſhe became ſenſible of the 


Hero's Love, the thereupon had a good will 


for his Ambaſſador ; nevertheleſs to what 
purpoſe ſerves a ſupport to thoſe Courages 
where there 15 nothing but apparent Virtue, 
it was better that their Fortune depended on 
their ConduRt, then to be ſupported by a 
Foundation which one dares not ſhake, the 


E procceding of the Sacrilegious Merxabane 


was a parallel to this true Reaſoning. As 
ſoon as he had followed the Fortune of his 
Prince, by thoſe ways where Virtue alone- 
could march, he acquird the Friendſhip 
of my Princeſs; by ways accordingly he 
likewiſe continued in the ſame way of Vir- 


tue, by performing ſeveral glorious Acti- 


ons for ſome time; but when he was ſen- 


(ible that he was throughly eſtablith'd, he 


neglected to act well, and in ſome little 
time followed that courſe which was moſt. 
natural to him, and which had admitted 
of interruption, but to attain to that high 

e Station 
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Station to which he was then arriv'd. I 
have already ſhew d you the Reaſons I have 
to ſpeak ſo of the molt abominable of Mau- 
kind; I have perverted the order I ought to 
have obſerved in the recital of this Hiſtory, 
to let you know the Subject of it, I return 
now again to continue ſtill thoſe praiſes 
which as yet remain due to the wonder Se- 
mirams : It is to be thought that the Abſence 
of the great Ninus did ſenſibly affect her, 
altho' occaſioned at her own Requeſt, ſince 
he was no ſooner gone, but the fell very ill 
during the light-headedneſs, tho' hearing 
ſhe made appear the Affections of her Mind, 
and what poſſeſs d more her Thoughts, for 


ſhe fought with her Enemies and overcame 


them; but above all the made appear du- 
ring thoſe Ravings, how dear the Victori- 
cus Ninus was to her, as well by the fre- 
quent calling upon him, as by the Appre- 
henſions ſhe made appear ſhe was in for 
him. At length, after feveral Months that 

ſhe was forc'd to keep her Bed, the Court, 
which by her Indiſpoſition was become ex- 

treamly atflicted, began by degrees to re- 
aſſume its wonted Joy, as her Health retur- 
ned to her; It was not immediately that 


ſhe Recovered what her Sickneſs had cauſed 


her to looſe, inſomuch that ſhe might not 
remain idle, ſhe diverted her ſelf in adorn- 


ing the City of Babylon. I have already gi- 


ven you an Account of that Place, as I faw 
it when the Queen made her Entry the firlt 


time, and ſince then I have made no other 
„ "I mention. 
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mention of it. I (ball. not diſcribe to you 
the Accomplithing of that Work, which 
for being accounted amongſt the moſt no- 


ble Works, has nothing of common with _ 


all the other illuſtrious Buildings of the 

World. The Quecn began her Undertaking 
with Walls which did not only ſerve as Or- 
naments to the City, but likewiſe rendred 
them capable of reſiſting the greateſt Force 
either of Engines or Armies, and ſhe was 


ſo far from raiſing them upon the ſame place 


and foundation of the firſt, that ſhe cauſed - 


them to be carried on at a wonderful di- 
ſtance to add to its Beauty. Wonder not, 
Madam, when I fhall tell you that they 
were fifty Foot broad, and two hundred 
Foot high, the truth whereof being ſo ma- 
nifeft in theſe our Days, that it may be con- 
firm d by millions of Witneſſes that haye be- 
held the ſame, theit Materials were Dug out 
of the Ditches which incompaſſed them, by 
teaſon whereof they were very deep and 
large; as Semiramis was reſolvd to fortifie 
them zs well as to adorn thoſe Walls, ſne 


cauſed a certain Earth, deſigned for this 
work, to be made into Bricks, which 


be⸗ 


ing burnt in the Fire, gave the Colour 


4 


never known before, which 
be laid ſo one within another, BY 


Cemeut taken out of a black ad ſmoaky. 
Lake, Theſe Walls have often been the 
Place for: our Walking, fince ſix Coaches 
dould go abreaſt without any inconvenien- 


oy, from, whence: we might behold a moſt 
bY 1 Aàdgreeable 
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Station to which he was then arriv'd. I 
have already thew'd you the Reaſons I have 
to ſpeak ſo of the molt abominable of Mau- 
kind; I have perverted the order I ought to 
have obſerved in the recital of this Hiſtory, 
to let you know the Subject of it, I return 
now again to continue ſtill thoſe praiſes 
which as yet remain due to the wonder Se- 
mirams : It is to be thought that the Abſence 
of the great Ninus did ſenſibly affeck her, 
altho' occaſioned at her own Requeſt, ſince 
he was no {ooner gone, but the fell very ill 
during the light-headedneſs, tho' hearing 
{he made appear the Aﬀections of her Mind, 
and what poſſeſs d more her Thoughts, for 

ſhe fought with ber Enemies and overcame 


them; but above all the made appear du- 


ring thoſe Ravings, how dear the Victori- 
ous Ninzs was to her, as welk by the fre- 
quent calling upon him, as by the Appre- 
henſions ſhe made appear ſhe was in for 
him. At length, after ſeveral Months that 
the was forc d to keep her Bed, the Court, 
which by her Indiſpoſition was become ex- 
treamly afflicted, began by degrees to re- 
aſſume its wonted Joy, as her Health retur- 


ned to her; It was not immediately that 


the Recovered what her Sickneſs had cauſed 
her ro looſe, inſomuch that the might not 
remain idle, the diverted her felf in adorn- 


ing the City of Babylon. I have already gi- 


ven 3 Account ot that Place, as I faw 
it when the Queen made her Entry the firſt 


time, and ſince then I have made no other 
FF mention 
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mention of it. I (tall. not diſcribe to you 
the Accompliſhing of that Work, which 
for being accounted amongſt the moſt no- 

ble Works, has nothing of common with 
all the other illuſtrious Buildings of the 
World. The Qucen began her Undertaking 
with Walls which did not only ſerve as Or- 
naments to the Ch, but likewiſe rendred 
them capable of reſiſting the greateſt Force 
either of Engines or Armies, and ſhe was 
ſo far from raiſing them upon the ſame place 
and foundation of the firſt, that ſhe cauſed 
them to be carried on at a wonderful di- 
ance to add to its Beauty. Wonder not, 
Madam, when I fhall tell you that they 
were fifty Foot broad, and two hundred 
Foot high, the truth whereof being ſo ma- 
niteft in theſe our Days, that it may be con- 
rm d by millions of Witneſſes that haye be- 
held the ſame, their Materials were Dug out 
of the Ditches which incompaſſed them, by 

teaſon whereof they were very deep and 
large; as Semiramis was reſolvd to fortifie 
them as well as to adorn thoſe Walls, ſne 
cauſed a certain Earth, deſigned: for this 
work, to be made into Bricks, which be- 
ing burnt in the Fire, gave then. Colour 
never known before, which {ed to 
be laid ſo one within another, a ſtrange 
Cemeut taken out of a black and ſmoaky. 
Lake. 'Theſe Walls have often been the 

— orcs 13 ſince ſix Coaches 
could go abreaſt without any inconvenien- 
cy, from whence: we might behold a moſt 
LE 3 Aagreeable 


to the God | 
ly Caſtle to be built, much more Magnifi- 
cent then that of the King her Husbands, 


in Colours . 
here amidſt divers Statues are thoſe of 
_ extravedina | | 

of the Sight, which at firſt would make 
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agreeable Proſpect; a hundred Gates of Brak 
of prodigious Strength are hung to thoſe 
Walls, to the end that one may enter there- 


in from all Parts, and fifty P'oſterns from 


each (ide of the City to go down to the Ri- 


ver Euphrates ; add to this two hundred and 
Fifty Towers, built for the Defence of the 


Walls, and N pony to their won- 
derful heighth ; but forget not to take no- 
tice that in that part of Babylon, Dedicated 
s, the Queen cauſed a moſt ſtate- 


to the end that on each ſide there ſhould be 


| a kind of Fortreſs; there is nothing ſo 
agreeable fine as thoſe two Edifices, the one 


Nimws, and the Heroick Semi ramit, whoſe 
Shape hinders the Surprne 


_ 
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aß one take them for their Originals, did not 
ofe ! that remarkable difference exceed the Live- 
ere. lineſs of Art. They are accompanied with 
a Leopard and a Lion, both ſhot through 
Ri. with Arrows by thoſe two Divine Perſons, 
ind and Nature is ſo perfectly imitated, that it 
che ſeems as if thoſe two furious Animals had 
on- but juſt received thoſe mortal Wounds, 

no- and were not as yet expired. If from this 

tel Diſcription I ſhould purſue the continuati- 
ite- on of this Hiſtory without ſpeaking of an 

i. Obelisk or Pillar, which to believe it for 


ids. what it 15, ought to be ſeen (in compara- S 


be! fon of which, that at Aſcalon, whereon is 
o Engraven the miraculous Birthof my Queen. 
one is but an indifferent one) moſt certain I 
zo ſhould have thought, that I had told you 
ne, | nothing. It is 150 Foot high and of a pro- 
the portionable bigneſs, inſomuch that all 
jals Strangers who conſider it, never admire it, 


nds without admiring at the ſame time how it 


eas could be brought from the Mountains of 
ms, | 4rmenia. from whence our Queen cauſcd it 
ght do be brought, and how they could raiſe it 
nd in the faireſt place of Babylon, ſince it ſeems 
the apparently that in the erecting thereof, 
of | there was no uſe made of any Engines. 
ent There wanted nothing to this incomparable 
ted City then a Bridge for the eaſier i- 

action of its Inhabitants on both ſides, 
of which tell then were forc d to make uſe of 
Boats. The deſign was ſoon taken, but 1 
queſtion whether they were longer in build-ͤ 
ing of it then in the Undertaking, ſince it 


Was 
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was finithed almoſt as ſoon as every thing MW, 
was got ready for it: Do not however ;; 
conſider the quick Diſpatch thereof, as the IA. 
Effect of a ſmall Expence. I can lay, the Wee 
Euphrates alone was worthy of ſo noble a Nc 
Bridge as the City of Babylon was alone Nan 
capable of ſo magnificent an Ornament: J 
It is prodigious, Madam, to believe, that M®: 

what ſhould ſeem to be the work of an Age, 
for all manner of Strength, was for Semira- 
mis, but the work of a ſmall time: Yes, Nor 
in one Year, or little more, ſhe began and ſx 
finiſh'd all theſe Wonders, and if I recount I be. 
them to you in the great, it is leſs not to fn 
let them appear to you in diſorder, and d 
with a difagreeable Aſpect which they ap-. 

pear in, when they are not perfected, then 
do expreſs the wonderful Diligence with I 
which they were finiſhed : Beſtoẽw on them 


 _neverthelels, all that wonder and adnura- W,, 


tion, retain ſome part of it for thoſe ſtate- Nh. 
ty Gardens into which I am going to lead N. 


you, they are ſo great that eight Days will El | 


Trees as ancient as Time it ſelf; their I. 


not ſuffice. to behold thoſe charming Rari- IN 
ties; whoſe Foreſts were enfirely cut down © *"* 
and raz d to be Re-planted in thoſe Places, | 
inſomuch that in their beginning there were ih. 


Walks and Flower Gardens are Journics, 


their Fountains and Canals are S.as, and 1 or 
can ſay nothing but what may be con- Nu 
firm'd by the ſight of them, ſince without C 


going out of them you behold all the R- 
rities which are to be found in all the Tu 
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of 4%, 2nd what are difticult to be found in 
the ſame Climate, It was not enough to joyn 
Art to Nature, oui Queen was reſolved to un- 
dertake Hill ſomething more. The Faith is the 
common Parent of Leaves and Flowers, of Trees 
and Fruit, and yet ſhe would have them to be 
ſeen hanging mn the Air; from Towers highly 
weunted, you might behold their Tops furniſh'd 
vith Greeus, and by an Artifice which never 
will be put in Practice again, the Springs car- 
ricd their Waters as high as the uppermoſt part 
of them; in omuch that the ſame things which 
you beheld with Admiration in the Gardeus 
brlow, you might, as by a Miracle, fee the 
lame in thoſe Gardens in the Air. See Ma- 
dun what was the firſt occa ſion which caus d 
the unparallel'd City of Babylon to carry the 
Title of the City ot Semiramis, ſince by that 
new ang wonderful Addition, our Queen ſeem- 
ed to bethe Founder. EE . 

For the Second which has rais d her Memo- 

ry to Eternity, I am going to tell you, and in 
the recital thereot, to give you an Account of 
the greateſt and moit noble of all her Actions. 
| have already inform'd you that the new 
Walls were at great diſtance from the Ancient 
ones, tlonn!ch that the latter being pull'd 
cown, the City remained for ſome time di- 
velled of its Force and Strength: That was 
the occaſion ot a moſt prodigious Temerity and 
Rathneſs that Love and Diſpair did at any one 
ume produce together; as on the other hand ir 
redounded fo much to the Glory of our Queen, 
mat it almoſt letſen'd what was due to the 
Cods: I cannot relate this Paſſage to you 
without giving you to underſtand that the in- 
don parable Semi ami had been promis'd 10 
J 7M0d91.7e ef He nic ia, and that the King her 

LL Gon ae es 
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Father, when he endeavoured t© Ber 


Will and Affections to receive tn. £ 


the great Mus, had render d TermdDj,“ = 
the Character of being veryd ilagree ble, and pot 
Leſs d of ſeveral ill Qualities unworthy of aPtiac?, 


I cannot tell, if the effects were conſonant, 


with the Appearances upon which old Tarſeno; 
grounded his Panigerick, but he ſaid nothing 
which was not believed by the publick Vogue, 


and which accuſed Thermodon:ie of want ol 


Courage or want of Love fince ; whether 
that Prince was agitated by an extraordinary 
Tpight, or rather that the Paſſion which he 
ſeem'd to have diſpis'd was re-kindled in his 


_ breaſt, by the impoſſibility of attaining to his 
Satisfaction, as it ord i arily falls out, to {light 
eaſy Conqueſts and admit of an increaſe of Love 


in the midit of Difficulties ; fo it tell out, that 


fram the Minute he heard of that unhappy and 
Tragical Marr inge, he took no further care of 
his Kingdom, and weild not longer his Scep- 


ter, but as a heavy Burthen ; Dilpair follow- 


ed him every where, aud his {otteit Dire ti- 
ons were become inſupportable to him, and 
whatever Reſolutions he took, by which he 
might endeavour to compoſe himſelf, or to a. 
miniſter Conſolation to his Mind, he found 


them as vain aud uſeleſs as ready to vaniſh 
from his Mind. At length finding no Reme- 


dp for the evil he created to himſelf, he had 2 


recourſe to Death; but fuch a ſort of Dearh, 
which the Violenceof his Paſſion oolig'd him 
to make choice of as an excellent and effectu- 
al means to put an end to his Sufferings ; he 


knew well enough that to frame any ill Deſigns 


on the Bed of the Victorious N:nus, was the 
means to provoke all 4 againſt him, tince 
that generous Conqueror could almoſt call Him- 

| * | lell 
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af the abſolute Monarch thereof; notwith- 
tand ing which, it had ſcarce entred into his 
Thoughts, but he reſolv'd upon the Executt- 


on. He was diligent to learn what paſt in 


our Court, inſomuch that being aſſur'd of the 
ablence of our Prince, and the Condition the 
Fuild ings our Queen had Undertaken, had re- 


duced the City of Babylon unto: He got toge- 


ther a eee, Army, and propos'd to him- 
lelf the furp 6 
iy Infanta, that nothing which is agitated by 


Love admits of Delays, the modeſt and mott 


connderate of Men become the moſt violent 
aud raſh, when animated by that Paſſion. Ther- 
ndonte ſeeing all things in readineſs, which 


blinded by his Folly, he had given Orders for, 


ne left the City of Tyre, and accompanied with 
in Army, whote courage was not inferiour to 
its number, march'd directly through tho!e 


Countries, which teparated his Provinces from 


curs, with fuch good order for the Execution 
of his Deſigu, that his Couriers always put a 
top to the Knowledge we ſhould have received 
of this march. We were ſurpriz'd at the end of 
one of the longeſt Nights in the Year, and 
we beheld the Enemy with us before we had 
heard any thing of them; there was no oeca- 
lon for Machines or Engines to enter, there 


was a breacl ready made, inſomuch that that 


part of the City Dedicated to the Gods fell im- 
mediately into their Hands, without that the 
Gods to whom it was more particularly Da- 


e e oppoſe fo Sacriligions a _ 
They; ſay, that Grimes committed 


brealon. 


tirough exceſs of Paſſion,” be they never fo 
great, till admiriof lome lawful Excuſe; al- 
tuo nevertheleſs that Heaven had conſented 
ts tne lurprizal f RA on,, yet lurely it would 
N 3 "As K 3 | nor. 


urprizal of it. It muſt be own'd love- 
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not pardon the Impieties, the Murthers and 
Thefts which the ord inary Licent iouſneſs of the 
Sopldiers are at ſuch times committed. Not 
was this a virtuous Inclination or Deſigu which 
brought that Army an unlawful Paſſion, or to 
ſay better, an Attenpt againſt the moſt chatt 
and moſt worthy Bed, which the Sun had at 
that time ever ſhined upon, animated the Head, 
which cauſed the whole Body to Sin. It was 
not eaſy for the Courag ious and Heroick Semi- 
ramis to be inform'd ot this Accident at its firſt 
beginning, becaule the Palace Royal being on 
the other Side of the City, it took up tome 
time to give notice of it; nor was the Day tar 
advanc'd when the underitood the News, the 
Meſſenger having made great hatt; I remember 
both he and his Horſe died with the great La- 
bur and Pains he had taken, after having in 
tew words inform'd the Queen; he told her 
that having fell into the hands of a certain 
zmber of Enemies, he had learn'd from them, 


that Thermedonte was the Author and Leader 


of this Enterprize, that it was not to Revenge 
timielf of any thing which rhe great NV had 
sone, that he was come to {urp11ize his Capital 
City, and much leſs for any Envy he might 
ave for thoſe Conquetts he daily made, which 
might have been ſome plauſible Excule, but on- 
iy ro carry off the Princeſs which he enjoy d, 
A noſe Faith had formerly been engag'd to be- 


come his Queen; Semiramis imme. tately dieſt 


her ſelf as ſoon as the hear'd the News, and it 
u as at the ſame moment that one part of her 
Hair being vut up, the other part was ſpread 
apart upon her Cheek, when leſs angry at the 
lols of the City of Babylon, then at the occa- 
non and caule of its being taken, ſhe called for 
Arms, and made a Vo to let the zeit hots 
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Han hang fo careleſly about, until ſuch time 
as ſhe had reveng'd the Injury which the Pheni- 
cian King had offered to her Husband ; her Ku- 

ry luiting with her Courage, the mount Tg 
Horleback and followed by her Guard d 
tome of the Inhabitants, who were come to 
the Palace, ſhe undertook to put a ſtop aud to 
o1e1come an Army which alieady apparently 
enjoy'd a Victory, I know not Low to repie- 
ſent to you the haughty Countenance of this 


Warriour, when ſhe 9 her ſelf at the head of 


a ſmall Company of Men, unleſs I ſhe w'd you 
that the God of War would have appear'd but 
with an indifterent Grace near her, Malter as 
he is of that moſt horrible and cruel Profeſſion: 
She met the Amorous Prince, follow'd by the 
belt number of his Soldiers, yet a little di- 
itant from them, as ſhe came up to the Bridge, 
ſhe had cauſed to be built, and falling upon 
him with a nimbleneſs, aud activity which had 

nothing common in it, ſte cut ſhort his way, 
cauſing him to find under Arms the Princels 
which he would have ſurpriz d in her ordinary 
Apparel. Her Arm was not alone employ'd to 
itrike, her Tongue by thoſe Reproaches ſhe 
made him, wounded him as much as her Sword; 
and yet it is certain that the cne made him the 
more ſenſible then the other, ſince the Repro- 


ches did not render him aſham'd of his Action, 


and that the Arms cauſed him to put an end to 
liis Days. The virtuous Semiramis did not fig ht 
unply tor her own Revenge; no, the dealeſt 
Intereft of the King her Husband at that time 
railing her Anger, redoubled her Strengtng; 
inionuch that the inſolent Zhermodonte, atter a 
Reliance, which upon another occaſion L 
would call generous, lott his Life by her own 
Hands; Moutter, cryed the, whey the ſuw him 
N ___ all, 
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fall, was it not enough that thy Heart had 
natch'd abominable Detigns, without coming 
hither to maniteſt them to us; Die intamoys 

Rival of the greateſt Monarch upon Earth, ard 
_ know: that by. the juſtice of thy Death, that 
Niuus alone is worthy of the poſition of N- 
vamis: Till then Thermodonte did not know cur 
Princeſs, whether it was that the Wind which 
blew agaiit his X iſage had hindied him tron 
leeing that part of her Hair which ſhe wouid 
not bind up, or that heat which enflames the 
War1ours in combatting cauſed him to obſerve 
nathing but thoſe Places where the Vicoy 
might the more eaſily be obtained; but as ſoon 
as ſhe had uttered theſe laſt words, which he 
heard diſtinctly, it ſeem'd as if he prais'd tle 
Gods that he did not dic without Learning the 
: Happineſs of his Defeat, and that he adored 
thoſe hands which took from him his Life, 
after having berert him of his Heart; it was 
I lay, but by an action that he explained his 
Thoughts, becauſe that without gi ing him 
the Leiſure to frame one ſingle Word: The 
«Victorious &miramis cut of Jiis Head to lend it 
to her Spouſe. In the mean time the Troop 
which had followed her, were poſted at the 
Entry of the Bridge, to Diſpute rhe Paſlage 


with thoſe which followed the milerable Ther- 


modonte, and which were not as yet patt, iuſo- 
much that by the charge they ſuſtained in la 
advantageous a place for fo tmall a runber 
gave time to the Queen to bereave the guilty 

: PHemicoan of has Laide. th; | 
Whilſt the Combat laſted, the Enemies at- 
tack'd, and ours defended themſelves with 3 
great deal of Courage, and perhaps had it con- 
tinued much longer, the Babiloniaus had pfe- 
:erv'd their Courage, but loſt their Foce: 2 
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when the Criminal Thermodonte had receiv'd his 


juſt due for the pains he had taken; Joy fill'd 
the Hearts of ours, and A ſtoniſnment half de- 
feated the Strangers, Then it was that our 
wonderful Princets, who alone was capable of 
making our good or ill Fortune, throwing her 
ſelf in the midit of her Enemies, they ſeem'd 
to conent to their own overthrow, by the 
diſorder they were in as they fled ; none of 
her blows were in vain, all proved effective, 
and that was the leaſt which only gave a mor- 
tal Wound; animated by an Example fo rare 
and ſo waithy, the People made uſe of all 
things for Arms which they could lay hold off, 
Infomuch that there was fo great a flaughter in 
that part of the City where the Enemies had 
begun to perceive the Victory, that it was a 
citicult matter to march to any other part but 
won dead Bodies, and to bold any little 
Stream which was not of blood, and tis glo- 
ous Act confirm'd to the incomparable Baby- 
lon the Title of the City of & merimis, which 
otherwiſe they had in vain acquired by fo ma- 
ny great ang lofty augmentations, if in the 


Twprizing the Infamous Thermodonute, her Vi- 


te had not generoully preſerved it. 172 
Tlie Gods, at the lame time, were prais'd 
for a Victory, which they did ſcarce dare to 
lope for, their Temples were all open, and all 
their Altars laded with Victims, ivfomuch 
that the Murther of ſo many Beaſts ſerved to 
retwn thanks for thoſe of lo many Men. The 
(Queen coming forth from thoſe warlike Devo- 
tions till arm'd and cover'd all over with blood, 
would not give order about ſome flight Wouncs 
ſhe had receiv'd, before ſuch time as ſhe had 
dilpatch'd a Courier to carry the News of this 
Adventure to our monarch, the Head of his 
4 E 4 4 delpe- 
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200 Praximene. 
Celperate Rival be preſented by him to whom 
Ide had given it in charge; ſhe wiit to him of 


what had hapned in ſuch terms as till exptett 


tue heat of the Combate, and by à lively De- 


Cläatation ot ner Sentiments tei ed the «©x- 


team Satisfaction ſhe had, in having her telt 
aevenged tue Undertaking of the Ignominicu- 


Phe niciun. 
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Fliſtory of Prazimene and Meliſtrate. 


TY Itherto the Actions which I have recited 
1 have appeared to you as a Hodigy of 


Honour and Vartue ; tor the future I muit to 


tatisty your Curiofity, which ſeems not to be 
tired, make appear to you a cout inuance of {ich 


of which the Efects are not ſo wonderful, and 
_ which will reſemble more the common way of 


Uving, then that Heroick one, of which I 
have given you fo courtly the Character; now 


| you may behold Love triumphing through ex- 
traordinary ways and methods, and whillit it is 


cudeavauring to Unite my Heart to Aeliſtrates, 
you will oblerve thoſe rare Qualities which 
you but juſt now admired, opyreſt and cuite 
altered, and different from what they were. It 
is tive, that as the times are not adorned witli 
great Vütues, fo neither are they tained with 


extraordinary Vices; but one may tay that 


there is a Medium, by witich tiole two lots 
of living lu different aud oppofite to eacti o- 
ther may be United, and tnat Queen, wit 
but now you. adore, . but whom you as iu 4 


very little time as much abhor aud detect, 


made uſe of that Path, to paſs om the heigitu 


ot Viitue aud Glory to The dangerous Prccipi- 
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ces of Infamy and Shaame : I leave you to 
judge, Madam, uf a, Diſpoſit ion to viciated- 
and depraved, as could poſſibly be, ſecing ſuch 
ill Examples and ſo frequent, could not make 
proviſion of admirable Habits, . Cuitoms, and 
if conſequently a Perlon whoſe Mind had not 
as yet contracted neither Virtue nor Vice, 
would not meet with what to form an excel- 
lent Temper: As for my felt, whoſe Youth had 


always had for Object ſuch a prodigious num- b, 


ber of wonderful Actions, and which without 
Vanity was generally read ier to imitate and fol- 
low what continually appear'd before my Eyes, 
then what was unknown to me; I can ſay that 
through Inclination J imitated what abundance | 
of other Perſons embrac'd through good man- 
ners, inſomuch that without being dazled with 
the brightneſs of ſo glurivus a Planet, I could 
behold fixedly its Light, whilſt others could 

lcaree look upon the Reflection thereof. L 

cannot tell whether the care I took to render 
my ſelt altogether conformable to the Humour 

ot my Princeſs, was the cauſe of that kindnefs 

ſhe thew'd me, or whether by a ſecret Harmony 
in our Genius, ſhe was engag'd to continue her 

Favours towards me, but of all Mankind hav- 

ing no regard for any other then for Nini, lo 

i all our Sex, ſhe confidered none but me, 
inlomuch that from thence one might conclude 

that her Affections like her Virtues were fingu- 

lar and entire, Whilit Ireceise every Day won- 

derful Prouts af her Bounty, aud that the whole 

Court regarded me, ſome with Eyes of Jealuuly 

aud Euvy for my great Happinels, the wictori- 
ous Nzus retuin'd fiem the Wars which he had 

uudeitaken againſt the Paycbians, over wich 

he had obtain d a Victory, which any other 

but luaitelf could not fo calily have pes fo. a; 
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202 Prazimene. 
the ſtately City of Babylon, proud of receiving 
ner Monarch in Triumph, made great Prepara- 
tions for his Entry, wherein might be obſerv'd 
all the utmoſt Endeavours of a People that 
would participate in the good Fortune and Sue- 
cels of their Sovereign. The Queen under that 
Dreſs, of which ſhe alone was worthy, I mean 
under that, which would cauſe the whole 
World to recollect in their Memory her moſt ge- 
nerous and glorious Actions, went to receive 
him ſome Leagues from the City, accompani- 
ed with all her Maids of Honour and other 
Train, dreſt after the ſame manner; And ] can- 
not tell, Madam, if I dare to fay that it was 


my Beauty which made thoſe Impreſlions, of 


_ which I thall ſpeak ot tor tlie time to come, 
unce poſſeſſing no longer any thing that can be 
called agreeable, you may have realon enough 


to blame my Vanity, or whether the extracr- 


dinary dreſs, which I then wore, did not hel» 
to lend me ſome becoming Graces, which were 
not natural, or whether more likely the Re- 
port that had ſpread it {elf of hie all over 
SHria, rather for the great Favows I enjoy'd 
trom the Queen, then tor any particular Merit 
of my own, had prepar'd thoſe Arms; How- 
ever it was, two young Princes of the glorious 
Race of Ninus, who had taken their, Births 
amidit the Wars, and had been bred up alto- 


ether in the Camp, and who being arriv'd to 
be moſt experienc'd Commanders, came to learn 


the Art of Courtſhip and good Manners, re- 
cerv'd at the ſa ne Inſtant one and the lame 
wound by their Eyes, innccent as I was of the 


J. vil which had betel them, I did not perceive 


ir, I minded nothing but thoſe admirable ac- 
T1 owledgments which the great Niu gave to 
his (Queen for the lead of T/ermodonre, _ 

| | Whilit 
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ing whilſt I was taken up in obſerving thoſe great 
ara-  Tettimonies of Affection, I wounded them un- 
Vd awares. Immediately after we took the way to 
hat return to Babylon, and either through Beſign 
uc- or ü by Accident, there hapned to be as many 
hat Lords in the King's Train as Ladies in the 
can Queen's, and therewith made a certain co 
for: poſure which was lock'd upon as the fine it 
ge- part of that publick Entry, of which I ſhall 


Ive take no further notice. Such was the Order 
Ni that a Lady being accompanied with one or 
zer thoſe Lords, the Couple which followed did 
me not march in the ſame Train, becauſe that 2 
25 Cavalier followed her who went before him, 
of and the Lady which he had by his {ide follow- 

Ie, ed immediately the Cavalier which went be- _ 
be fore her, thus this Order of Proceſſion had been 
[1 intirely oLſerv'd from the Queen her ſelf to the 
1 {ut ot us, had it not met with an interruption 

15 in my Perſon; inſtead of being led like the 
e reſt, by a fingte Cavalier, I was accalted ly 
by the two Princes of the illuſtrious Mood ot 
* Ai, who being Vittorious over an abundance 

q % Encnies, confeſt themlelves at the ſame tune 
* to be cvercome without being call'd to Battel. | 
1 Sutter me to ſay ſomething of the Diſcourſe ot 

$ three innocent Perſons, whete the extremity ot 

8 


Paſlion 01 the one hand, and civil indiſferency 
vil the other, was apparent in ſuch Terms as 
„ - vere net common : One of them to render 
_ Hizifelf mare confiderable, and by that means 
to end eavcur to make au Impreſſion or my Mivd, 

recounted to me the great number of Eattels, 

in which he had been engag'd, and the Affect i- 

Cc tlie Soldiers had for him. The other be- 

coming jealous, which teck Euth in them both 

at tlie lame moment they became inflam'd with 

Love, to take of any gcud Opinion which 1 

| | | | mr 
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night have conceiv'd of his Rival, why was 
„s Companion and Brother in Axius, did agree 
ic: thoſe great Actions he had pertorm'd, and 
ie themrhe Title of incomparable, provided 
:;r\eithelels thar he would except his own, the 
onder and Excellency of which would admit 
4 10 equality, theieupen they endeavoured, 
and pot withcut a great deal of Alteration, to 
maintain what each of them had ſaid, by par- 
ticular Oblery ations which they had made, and 
er which they beg'd of me, with a wonderful 
Hnserity and plainnels to enqune exactly imo 


13cm, to judge thereby which had mult 312 hr. 


1% eſteem himtelf above Lis Companion. 1 


did not conprehend what ſignified their Con- 
tit, Which had not 1emain'd lo ebicure to nie, 


i had been Miſtriſs of a greater Experience, 
ard I endeavoured to make them underuand 


that I equally eſleemed them; but that d1.plea- 
fling them, I began to wonder why they inter- 


reited me in their efleem, without lo much as 


thinking in the leaſt of their Affection. Is 


not there fair IMfanta proofs of Love without 
Artifice? there remained no more then frtely to 
ſay they Loved me, and that they would know 


from me which was the moſt agreeable; never- 
theleſs, Whether it was that we had not tlie 
Courage, or that we were arrived at the Ci- 
ty betore they could reſolve upon it, at that 


time they went no further in their Declala- 
tion of Love, but were likewile obiig'd to 
put an end to their Diſpute, by reaſon of tlie 


Acclauations of the People, whole great 1e- 
joycings lundred them from being heard, That 


plolous Eutry, the chief of which was pes tor- 
med cu yat Day, yet was not lo fully and in- 
tirely nuiched, but that fer lone Days after 
lo. ne fine teulainder was performed; at tie _ 

ES ; 2 


of which every Perlon beginning again to 
how their o:cinary way of Living. The 
King wouid contider the. paiticulars of thoſe 
admirable Euildings with which his Queen had 
adorn'd. tne Capital Seat of his Empire, which 
till then he had only beheld in a confution. 
He found nothing in them, which was not 
eually qudicicus and Stately, which frequent- 
Iy dciew trom his Mouth great Piaiſes; but 
when he came to that wonderful Bridge, up- 
en which the deſparing Thermodonte loit his 
Lite by thote Hands wnich he adored, he was 
altogether at aluts, and what Violence ſoever 
1: put upon himlelf, in endeavow ing to ſpeak, 
te could never find Words capable to expre:s 
his Thowghts 3 after having conſider'd the 
piace for a long time, which after a ſilence 
that had been obſexv'd by him for ſome time, 
he called it the Place of a moſt faithful Friend- 
fi:1p ; he order'd that rhe Statues of his Queen 
and the unhappy Prince of Ph:n. cia ſhould be 
trecied, the one in the ſame Victorious Poſture 
which that great Queen was in when ſne over- 
threw her Enemy, and the other in that igno- 
minious Poſture of being overcome, in which 
that infamousSoveraign had attone, and the ſame 
time cealed to Live and to retain any more 
Criminal Thoughts or Intentions, and the de- 
lire of teeing the Accompliſhment of that 
Work, was to great and vehement in his Mind, 
that altho' Semiramis oppos'd it with a great 
deal of Modeſty, yet he made them begin upon 
it before he lett that Place of ſo much Hon- 
cur and Renown. Whilſt Orders were giving 
tor that Undertaking, Acauor the eldeit of 
thole two Princes, which cher iſh'd me,drew near 
me, tlley had had not an Opportunity to fprak 
lO nie, unce they had duarrel'd upon the Re- 
Cital (2 Lacy Actions, becaule 1 had not fin'd 
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from the Queen, and from whom I could net ha 
indure to be abſent, no more then ſhe could th 
inffer my being fiom her. At the very firit te. 
Word he uttered, he put me in Mind of what I ſe. 
had paſt at that very Moment that the Enty an 
of our Monarch into Batylovn had oblig'd them te 
to ſeparate themſelves from me. Madam, ſaid ! 
he, with as much Love, but much more e- ne 
ſpe t than at firſt, if I did not hope to obtain, m 
by words alone, the Pardon which I am going m 
to Demand, the Conſideration of their NMaje-  Þ 
fies, who are prelent, would never hinder we mn. 
to enjoyn them Caut ions of the protoungeit I 2 
Humility : Yes, if it is not enough to contr's ! 
the double Ind iſcretion that I committed when * 
had the Honour of ſeeing of ycu the firit tine, 1 C 
which was inſolently to ſpeak in your Preſence, © 
of the effects of my Courage, and to appear k 
before your Face without that Reſpect u H¹ih £ ® 
is due to you, I am altogether ready to throw | 3 
my ſelf at your Feet and publickly to own be- 
fore the whole World the Crimes I have com- 
mitted in paiticular before you; if at that 1 
time I had had a little more Experierce, con- | * 
paring that manner of accoſting me with th? I ! 
fuſt Converfation, which this Prince hinkt Þ |! 
Condemned, I might have underfiocd that he 1 
had made ule of the Advice of ſonie coniicenr, 1 
who better inſtructed in the Conmerce eff 
Affections, had undertaken to make him ſue- f 
cced; but as I was incapable cf fo much ; 
Reaſon, by the Defect of certain kyowledge, I | 
which, as yet, my Age could net attain tv, | 
I antweied him accoiding to the Sentiments | 
of an Infancy, Educated amilit Exaniplcs, W- 
which hindred it fiom failing. I doubt net 
bur that my Anfwer was acceptable encugh to 
him, ünce had it been other then it was, ke 
| | | had 
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had too much of Paſſion to diſpiſe it; but 
this I know, that it teſtify'd to him, that L 
leem'd more attoniſh'd at what he accus'd him 
felt of, then ſatisfy'd with his Submiſſions: 
and 1t is true that as I had no manner of Inte- 
reſt in the Diſpute of Acanor and Malcadonte, 
] did imagine that they were under no man- 
ner of Obligation to make their Excuſes to 
me. Alcanor neverthelets preſs'd me upon that 
matter, and altho' he miglit perceive very well 
how very ignorant I was in matters of that 
nature, yet he did not forbear to ſhew himſelf 
all inflamed, at the time that Malcadonte came 
o interrupt his Proteſtations and his ſighs. 
te had receiv'd from his Prince ſome ſecret 
Command, inſo nuch that he could be time 
enough back to be of the Company when the 
King left the Palace; aud whether he was 
aillzrisfy'd that Acanor had met with ſo favour- 
able an occaſion, or that he was jealous of 
tne ſoftneſs of my Anſwers, he could ſcarce 
have command enough ovor his Paſſion, as to 


make the Violence of his Language ſubniir to 


the Diicretion of his Voice, through the Re- 
lpect to, thoſe great Perlonages, who muit have 
heard him, had he taken the Libeiry of ſpeak- 
ing in a louder Accent. I am ſorry {aid he, 
to me., that for having fo happily taken his 
time, an Hffection, which can never equal 
mine, has found 10 ealy an admittance into 
your. breaſt; ſince I am certain that the firit 
Impreſſions are the ſtrongett are the frongeſt: 
Bur, Madam, if that Mi fortune is true. which 
leems too apparent to me, permit ne to accule 
vou of Injuitice in your Choice of a Servant, 
and to add tiat had your judgment acted in 
that Choice, Malcadonte could never have 
conplain'd of your pretering A can,: 4 

| | 1 tele 
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there is no need of too much Knowledge to be 
offended at ſo inſolent an approach, it was not 
my want of Years which Bae me from 
anſwering to it as I ought, but the Reſped 
IT bore to the Blood of Ninus moderated my 
Relentment. I conſtrained my felt therefore, 
and without making appear that I was angry 
for his rude aud inſupportable Behaviour, | 
told hin with coldnels enough, that having 
no intelligence nor underſtanding in thoſe mat- 
ters of which they ſpoke to me, that therefore 
the one had no more reaſon to diaw any Ad- 
vantage fiom my Anlwers then the other. f- 
cano, who obſerv'd all my Words, and who 
| bythe Freedom with which I had heard him, had 
flatter d himſelf wich fome hopes, found too 
much of ſofinets in my Aniwer, infomuch that 
he began ro be of the lame Opinion as Aſalcu- 
donte had exprett, ſince instead of ill treating 
that Priuce, as his Lnpe!tinent Language de- 
ſerv'd, it leem'd to him as it I had conſtrain'd 
my felf ro moderate his Paſſion: Now behold 
him as J:alous as Aatcatonte, and altho' they 
were &,uully 1ndiie ent to me, yet they failed 
not to become Enemies, through a Conformi- 
ty of belief, Which all ou a ſuddain 1tcnder'd 
them pale, pepicx'd, miſtruſtful, and without 

_ Comverfation, as they us d to do. | 
I was amen ovei-joy d that we were oblig'd 
to retire anoſt as oon as the youngeit cf 
rhole Princes came up to me, becauſe whal- 
ever face I foic'd my telt to put upon the mat- 
ter, I was in uch a confuhon ro hear their 
Rep. oaches, that had they been more Polne, 
or uf a Quicker Undgerilandiuig, they would 
never have then tuemtcives fo ready to tollow 
tnole fatal Impnaiious, which fince has Ce- 
Caltul'd tu Datcioriuunes; i was us foo- 
| . 1 
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ner got to my Chamber, but that I examined 
my leif upon what tell then I had been a Stran- 
ger too. I began fair Princeſs to be thoughtful, 
and conſidering more then as yet I had done, I 
£248 to intruct my felf in thoſe things, in 
nich as yet my Thoughts had never been en- 
gag d, 1 confider'd Aicanor adorn'd with all 
ole Qualities, which I had innocently ob- 
1av'd in him; I did the fame thing for Aa/ca- 
dee, and althu? they were Maſters of many 
moe Perfections then Faults, yet I could not 
toi Lear Conceiving for them a certain Avei- 
ion, Wiich as yet J had never underitood, and 
which 1cndred their Converſations as little 
aprecable as their growing Affections. How- 
ever, would I lay to my ſelf, they are of the 
moit illuſtrious Blood in the World; and that 
contoertton alone, render'd to the moit diſdain- 
ful of Princeſſes honoured with their Courk- 
ſhip, might well ſurmount that Averſion, 
which I felt, and made me agree through Va- 
nity to that which by Inclination would pleaſe 
me. But why ſhould we conitiain our lelves 
to ſuffer real Jorments to ſatisfy our Ambition 
which is bur a Benefit in Apperance, ſhould 
engage my Countenance to belye my Heart 
to live under an eternal Confinement. No, be- 
belides having too much of fincerity and plaiu 
Draling in me ever to be guilty ot Diſſi mula- 
tion, I would not give place to fatisfy my Va- 
ith io the Prejudice of my content; let us 
hn une Furme appear Then mos Scycie, and if 
our Severity is not of torce enough to remove 
tom us thote importunate Princes, let us not 
2-47 io be cruel to hiuder us from being perte- 
cul:d by them. I had ſcarce made au end 
Ut thele Reatons, that Reflecting upon what 1 
Lad lad, 1 began io Wonder hon | came to be 
„ „ 10 
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it we have any Simplicity or natural Affection 
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io knowing ; and without all doubt I had not 
fo catily got loſe from thoſe Meditations had 
not Einia, under whoſe Government and Tu- 


non I was, came in and interrupted me: 


Whey, my deareſt Princeſs, ſaid ſhe, do I be- 
hold you this Day ſo melancholick? What 


occaſion has oblig'd you to ſo dangerous an 


Alteration? How much do I defire to know it, 


that I may apply a preſent Remedy to it. Be- 


lieve me, Madam, it is not my Age which ex- 


Cites me to this Curioſity or Ingquiſctiveneſs, | 


know that we are generally accus'd for pre- 
tenuing to intermeddle in all things, but! 
roteit to you, that I am at preſent far from 


being guilty of that Vice, and that it, through 


a pure Affection, which obliges me to detire the 
Knowledge of your ſecret Retirement, and 
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© inge, made lier think without doubt that 


ny Youth had been ſurpriz'd by ſome pleafing 
and agreeavle Object, and that altho' I was as 


yet very little capable of an amoruus Reſent- 


ment; Fer it might cauſe in me lome uneaſi- 
ils, inſoamch that to pievent any ſuch Di- 
order, as the had apprellended, ſhe would net 
deter her Aſſiſance and Ady ice: I would not 
give her any longer time to purſue her Diſcourſe, 


I freely declared unto her the two leveral Con- 


ver atiuns of Mailcadgoute and Acauer; unto 


which ſhe added, that I ſhould take care not 


to occafiun my lelf, in the Ab ence of thole 


two Princes, what by their Preſence they could 


never effect: For, ſaid the, an Object fone- 
times hath greater force, which is at a diſtance 
fiom us, then when they are near us, and that 
we lee them, becauſe that acting then. witli. all 
Liberty, we conſider things more exactly, and 


for 
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for it, it encreaſes in fiecuently meditatirg on 
it. For that Reaſon I aniwered I ought rather 
to think frequer.tly on them, for it often re- 
membring cieates Friendſhip, it is to be be- 
licved that wheie there is nothing but Reluct- 
ancy and Averſion, the ſame remenibiance is 
tue Foundation cf Hatred. I agree ir, ſaid 
ſe, and yet notwithſtanding which, you ought 
emirely ro baniſh ſuch thoughts, becaule u he- 
ther it fall out that you may either Love or 
hate in either caſes you will infalliably be 
poſſeſt of one of thoſe Paſſious, but to think to 
be poſſeſs'd of either without unduiet- 


nels, is impoſſible, and to be diſquieted and 


t:oubled without looſing ſomething of an agree- 


able and excellent Humour, is as impofſible; 


therefore to avoid falling under ſuch an Ac- 
cideut, which I call a great unhappineſs for a 
Maid, but more particularly for one ot your 
Quality and Rank, it is abiolutely neceſſary to 
live without any Patton, which you can never 
co, if either Love or Hatred poſſeſſes your ” 
Mind; ſhe applyed after theſe ſeveral other Con- 
liderations, altogether worthy of the Clurge 
the was intulled with, all which tended to ne- 
Lung to poſſeſs me with an Indifferency ; be- 
C.u'c that as ſhe would on the one hand hinder 
auy growing Inclination, fo on the Otlier ſhe 
woud not give way to any manner of Averfi- 
on or Hatied, to the end that if it pleale 
tlueir Majeties to Mairy me to their Blood, 1 
mould thereby pofſzls nothing in my Mind that 
mould oppule or be Cuntiaiy to their Intent ions. 
Well, Mother, laid I, for by chat Name I was 


us d to call, when I perceiv'd that ſhe ha 


cone Ipcaking, I allure you that they ſhall be 
1d tt-rent to dle, it I can have ſo much Pow- 
er er my lelt as not to Hate them; and 
V 3 
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from that Moment, laying aſide all manner »f 
_ Chilviſhneſs, I new modelled my way of Liy- 
ing, and took upon me a more ſerious Method, 
which notwithitanding my Age might hav: 
dilpenc'd withal; However tne ſcaloufie o. 
the two Rivals, which had taken its beginning 
_Hom the facility and eaſineſs, with which ! 
had received their Converlatien, increas'd by 
the Difficulty they found ever arterwards: A. 
cauor thought that with Diicret ion 1 favoured 
Alalcadoute, and Malcaduute tormented himeli 
with the fame Opinion: It they hapned to 
meet one another in my Company, altho' I 
treated them withour any manner ot plererence, 
they ſtill imagined that I acted iu that manner 
not without Deſign; and if by chance I can 
my Eyes upon one of them, he that receiv'd 
it, luok'd upon it as an Action of Diſdain, 
whilit the other thereby encreas'd his Torment 
and Pain. At length being no longer able to 
reſiſt the Violence wherewith they where tran- 
ſported, the wonderful Affection which they 
had had for each other began to diminiſh, in- 
ſom. ch that their Loves put an end to their 
Friendſhip. It is ealy to judge, Madam, that 
this Diſorder ended not ſo; and J believe that 
by that very word you will apprehend that I 
 tball * of a Duel: That way of proceed- 
ing is ſo common, that as ſoon as one lays that 
a Man ct Couage is offended, ones thought 


ceived then a Chalenge from Alalcadonte, 
and jult at tlie ſame time that that Prince had 
_ feat a Gemleman on his part with one to him; 
but as they weie come to the laſt extremity fo 
that one or both nralt have loit their Lives, 
Llicy were part and Lie ſame Moment conducted 


immediately explains the reit. Acanor It- | 
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ſato the Preſence of their Monarch, who had 
o order'd it to be. Wherefore young Princes, 
laid he to them, with an extraordinary tone of 
his Voice, do you thus contrive to diſtroy one 
another, wiilit you ought to employ your Va- 
lor only againſt the Enemies of my Crown ? 
Why would A/canor looke what Malcadonte has 
ſo often preterv'd ? and why will Aalcadonte 
be prodigal of what Acanor has ſo often re- 
triev'd at the Expence of his Blood and the 
hazard of his Life? tell me the occation of this 
bloody Undertaking, to the end that we may 
approve of it if it be Lawful, or condemn it 
if grounded upon an unzuſt Foundation. Great 
King, antwered A'canor, ſince your Majeſty has 
commanded us to declare the Subject of our 
Quarrel, know then, it you pleate, that a 
Report is the occation of it. How, ſaid Ni- 
ms, by reaſon of a Report would you put an 
end to that good Underitanding which Nature 
and a conformity of Manners had engag'd you 
in, and by that fingle Reaſon, offend both the 
Gods and Us ; it is moſt certain, great K ing, 
that a bare Report is the cauſe of all thoſe 
Crimes. Oh ye immortal Gods! tazd Nas, 
who are theſe pertidicus Perſons, who by thele 
means would make Attempts both upon our Glo- 
ty and our Blood; be they who they will, 
Traytors, as they are, whether Subjects or In- 
dep:ndauts, we will preſerve our Royal Fa- 
mily by the Example of which you would make 
ule on the like occahon, Ah! mighty King, 
mterrupted Atcaxor, add not an Oath to your 


words : Alas, how great ſoever it might be 


you can never keep n ; this Recueſt ard not 
alone aſtoniſn the King, another of the like 
natme uttered by: Malcadente, coinpleared his 

Met; he remained ſometimes hlent look- 
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Ing von them; at laſt teſtifying by two or 
three words the gg fuſion, which their Re- 


cueſt had mt in, he commanded them 
to:explaiy he ee ally, it was then 
that M: ithont making uſe ef aur 
Dif). -: ee the King that 
„Lee ac use ir n. My Lord, 
Rid ne, the en Prazimene having 
ee 4 Report! vantage of Alcanor, 


have rats duch ai in my Mind, which 
has reduc 4 ? the extiemity which” you 
blame fo me Uh! moft mighty Monarch, 
inter: upt-c 4 nor, give no Credit, it yon 
pleaſe g th. uppoſitions of my Rival: Alas! 
it is to me, that fair Eyes of Prag imene have 
@ilcovered the Advantage which Malcadon:c 
has obtained over me, and it is that fatal Re 
poit, which has made me endeavour either to 
put un end to my Life, or to his Haypinels: 
The King, Queen, and the Whole Court vw-re 
ſo extraordinary ſurpriz'd by tliis Contelt, 
which was altogether New, that every Bad/ 
remained fileut; Nins ſometim's conſd-rid 
his divine Spouſe, and ſometimes rhe Prince's, 


and ſhutinz his Mouth, which he had often 


opened, kept back thote words, which he had 
_ almoſt half uttered, to give IN ſome further 
Inſtance of Admiration of ſo agreeable an Ad- 
venture. At length, Princes, ſaid he, you have 
had Reaſon to hinder: us from joyning an 
Oath to the Deſign which we but juit now had 


taken, ſince inſtead, of. executing, of it, we 


ſhould have offer'd iti to our ſelves, to have 
avoided being forſwœn; be fatisfyd that we 
ſall never ditapprove of your Affections, pro- 
vided that you 1egulate ir better for the future, 
and that the Contents of the one be note the 

Ruine or Loſs of the other; yeu alone a0 


oy : * * 4 


Wort, 


tend to make you agree. A Beauty may well 
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worthy thus to raiſe up your Ceurage, as Pre- 
zimene alone is capable to inflame ſuch noble 
Hearts. But fince it is iu: poſſible that this ex- 
cellent Paſſion ſhould be exempt from ſome De- 
feu, which is blindneſs, we will not ſuffer you 
'0 h. Maſters of your own Condutt; it is we 

I take the Charge upon our ſelves of it, 

- 2+ thar the Intereſt which equally 
„may make u proceed with all man- 
„ o Equity: It is thus then that we in- 


be defir'd by all, but ought to be poſleſs'd bx 
one alone. It being fo, one of you; two mult _ 
take a Reſolution worthy of your lelves and 
equal to the Fortune of the «ther. - Madam, 
continued he, add:eiſing himſelf to Semirams, 
ep leas d that P, azimene, who i; not without 
Rralon fo Cear to you, giv? peace to theſe two 
Vairiors: They have tœo much Love and Cene- 
roury to. believe that the oue give place to his 
Rival, and-I ſhould be very unjuit ſhould I 
make ule of any preference berween them; let 
her therefore be the fole Aibitrator of this 
Vitterence ; let her fair Lips prononuce this 
Day Sentance in favour of her own Inclinati- 
on, tron whence they ſhall not pretend to ap- 
peal to their Swords; I ſhall pur no longer 
time then this Day, to the end that he whoſe 
Misfortune will oblige him to ſhew himtelt 
the Mult Couragious, may not have in his Mind 
an Enemy which may in time gro too ſtrong 
to be Conquered, The Queen, who! will was 
the ſame with the King her Hu bands, con- 

ſented immediately to the Piopotition ; the tw] ¹ 
Princes themſelves oppos d it not, but the King 
was not contented with their fimple Promile, 
he oblig'd them by ſolemn Oaths to confirm 
meir Words and Prumile. . As ſoon as they had 
| 4 | Ion 
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tworn by the Principal Divinities which ue M 
adore, and that they declaied theniſclves CIii- Un 
minals of High Treaſon, it they trangrels or to 
broke their Oath, I was ſent for with a Charge are 
given, not ro make me acquainted with whit ta 
had paſt. I was converſing with my Dear H- co: 
minia when Cleizante entred, and I believe that I 
our Diſcourle at that time was the fame which I ev 
we had had befoie upon the Subject of the two! 
Princes, being far from thinking that it was I. 
upon their Account I was ſent for, and with- tie 
out informing my ſelf what it was that their I th: 
Majeniies deſired of me, I made hait to obey, Or 
but was very much fuupriz d to fee Acauor and I ea. 
Malcadonte, who both chang'd Colour as feon th. 
as they perceiv'd me, that Ditturbance and Al- ihe 
terai jon made me doubt ſomething, which had I *© 
it not hapned, I had not bluſh'd as I did. The bn 
Queen having commanded me to approach her, I Ai 
ſte Kils'd me, it was her Cuſtem ſo to eo Cr. 
when I pieſented my ſelf ro her, and having be- Hupe 
held me for ſome time, rhe King {ent for you, In 
{aid ſhe, to be ſatisty'd by your own Month vi 1 
2 Truth very important to his Repote 5 Do vou, not 
ee, continued ſhe, thoſe two Princes ? trliey Lo. 
have juit now accus'd you for having eng g det 
them to fight by I know not what foit of Re- I. 
ports which you have taken Pleaſure to raiſe ; IA L 
do not make ule, My Dear Child, of any Dur- I but 
fimulation, to the end that your Crime be not Elo 
render'd greater by an Obitinacy which you can- Oi. 
not Excule : She had begun this Diſcourſe very Yr 
lenoutly, kowever ſhe could not finifh it in the Ned 
{ame nanner, fince adding thole Words of My ple: 
Deas Chile, with which the uſually honoured I can 
me, ajtho' I was altogether voawarthy of to N 
high a Favour, the "mingled with it a Smile au 
which tcok uf all manuer of Severity : Ah! i 

| ; | | CW + Madam, 
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Madam, anſwered I with Tears In my Eyes, and 


embracing her Knees, defend my Innocence aga-nit 
lo Malicious an Impoture, it is not truer that you 
are the greateſt Queen upon Earth, then it is cer- 
tain that their Aceuſation is falſe, and inti.ely to 
confirm it, demand of them, if I do not render 
my ſelf Criminal in requeſting that Trouble, if 
every time when they would have ſpoken to me, 
| have not eſcaped fiom them, to the end that 
| might not be obliged to hear their Importunt- 
ties; I allure my lelf that they will not have 


the boldneſs to tell a Lye before your Majeſty. 


Our King obſerving that I ſhed Tears in good 
earneſt, and that I had not taken the words which. 


the Quecn had ſaid to me in the ſame manner as 


ſhe had meant it, was reſolv'd to add ſomething 
to it, to 1eceive ſome more ſati; faction from the 
limpl.city of my Anfwers: I am apt to believe, 
lata he, that your Mouth has net committed the 
Crime of which you are accuſed, but it is laid 
upon your Eyes, will you maintain them to be 
Innocent. e b | | 1 5 

I remained ſometime without anſwering, but 
not fo long as to have notice taken of it: My 
Lord, ſaid I, at length, the Eyes ſpeak not, aud 
yet I have right to maintain mine, as little guil- 
ty as my Lips. The Eyes, added the King, have 
a Dumb Language, which is not a little Eloquent, 
but Eyes like yours have ſuch an extraordinary 
Eloquence, that one ſingle glance pronounce 
Oracles, and imprint them in our Hearts: With- 
out auy further feigning, that great K ing chang- 
ed the Diſcourſe, not to give me any greater per- 
plexity 3 he gave me to underſtand, to what a 
dangerous Action Alcauor and Malcadonte had car- 
lied thenſelves becauſe of me, and that be- 
caule as yet they were not become the moit ſub- 
til of Lovers, altho' they were the moſt engag d, 
they had grounded their Quarrel upon Fancies, 
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| which my Eyes and ſome of my Actions had gi- 
ven birth to; that to avoid the Miſchiet from 


whence they were hardly got out, he jucg'd it 
neceſſary that I made Choice of one of them for 


my Knight, and that being near to the Age in 


which we begin to be ſenſible of Aﬀections, 
1 could not diſpoſe of mine to Perſons more 


deſerving. There it was that I wiped my Eyes 
to tell him that I was not capable of ſuch an; 


Ambition, that theſe Princes being of his blood, 
it was rendring them unworthy in engaging them 
to ſerve me, and that the Appearance having at 
firſt furpriz'd them, there wanted bur a little 


Conſideration to make them aſham'd of a De- 


gn fo little glorious in it ſelf. No, no, ſaid he, 


fo much Humility cannot be receiv'd, if you ar: 


ignorant of what you are, Iwill preſently inform 
you, in aſſuring you that they will meet with no 


inequality; Prazimene, you will do nothing t9 
the Diſadvantage of your Merit, when you ſhall 


make Choice of one of theſe Princes to be your 


Servant. I knew well by this Diſcourſe that tht 


great Ninus had a mind to know my Thoughts, 


inſomuch that being preiſt again by the Queen 
my inexperience and want of Age made me ſpeaky. 


with Liberty, that I had nothing but indiffe- 
rency for them, and that the only Method to 
gain my Affections was not to Love me at all: 


Since then, ſaid the A yrian Monarch, that nei 


ther of them are agreeable to you, both of them 
muſt equally by the Length and Quality of the: 
reſpective Services, endeavour to obtain of you 


what as yet you will not give: Oh! my Lord, ſaic 


I, innocently, if it be your will that I muſt re 
-ceive the Affection of one of - theſe Princes, 4 


| And it much better for my Repoſe, to ſuffer the 
Importunity of one alone, then to be perſwadedFc 


«by both together; I ſhall then, ſince it is yo. 
Majeſties Pleaſure, make Choice of him that 
I ß Toa ety. . 
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comes neareſt to my Humour, aſſuring the other, 
whic h will not have the Diſadvantage of being 
my Knight, that I do him as great a favour in 
not choobng him, as he who ſhall carry that 
Quality and Title, may one Day have but lit- 
tle Satisfaction, when he ſhall with lefs Paſſion 
conſider the excellence of his Birth; every body 
aitoniſh'd to her me ſpeak thus, attended with 


Iimpatience the Judgment I was going to make, 


the King and his Dear Sewiramis, who had not 
taken notice of thoſe Words of Importunity and 
Perfecution, which an Innocent boldueſs had en- 
couraged me to ſpeak, wavered in the diverſity 
of Opinions, ſometimes giving the good fortune 
of Choice to the young Alcanor and ſometimes to 


"the violent AMalcadonte, and ] believe they would 


have been very well ſatisfy'd to have found two 
Prazimenes, for the content of thoſe two Princes, 
but none ſhewed, by the frequent changing of 
Colour, and by inequality of Actions, the won- 


Jaerful Power of Incertainty, ſo much as the 


Rival Princes, ſometimes flattering themſelves 
with Hopes, and ſometimes - diſpairing 
through Fear. As for my part, who made not 
that Choice by Inclination, I remained altoge- 
ther unceftain, and endeavoured to diſcover ſome- 


Iching agreeable in the one, which the other was 


not poſſeſs'd of, to make uſe. of for an Excuſe to 


Inim that ould think himſelf Qifpis'd or ſighted: 


At length the young Acanor having made appear 


much more Diſcretion then Aſalcadonte, in the 


firit diſcoveries of his A mours, thought he 


7 Y 4 - 


ſhould expire with exceſs of Joy, when he heard 5 


Ine pronounce from my Lips, what my Heart 


ug 17 5 have conſented 8 — 
though ke was engag'd, in conſiderat ion 4 
Vath, could not bes much Maſter of himfelf 
but with a loud Actlamarion *pronounc'd theſe | 
rematKable Words, Wijuſt Prozimene | Happy . 
8 2 * * 5 < L 2 | - canor4 * 
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canor! Then regarding that Prince with an in- 
cens'd Brow, and from thence turning them on 
me, and at length on the whole Company that 
was preſent, without ſaying one word, Ke cuit— 
ted the Room, having firit paid his Reipeds to 
their Majeſties. Whether it was that every 
one was for Alcanor, or that they were 1till think- 
ing on what I was now telling, bur there ſe..m'd 
little or no concern or truubic at Malcadontes d iſ- 
_ pleaſure : The King himſelt, who peicciv'd that 
contrary to his Piuauſe, he gave ſeme ſigns of 
| ſome evil Action, ſwore, that ſheuld he execute 
it, he would refent it to the higheit Degiee. A.- 
eanor, who believ's that he beheld beneath him, 
not only all the Glandeius of the Earth, but 
likewiſe all the Felicity of the Gods, beheld with 
ſcorn the greatneſs and power ot their Majelties, 
he became ſo puffed up with what I had pronour- 


ced in his Favuur, that he an{wer'd but very lit- 


tle to thoſe Applauſes and Praiſes that was gi- 
ven him by every one; after having retuin'd 
Thanks to the grand Ninus, and the wonderful 
Semiramis, he app.oach'd me to render theſe re- 
ſpects which he kept for me alone, and 
which he would not offer to thoſe Royal Per- 
Tons : 1 was cblig'd to receive them, having 
prefer d him to Malcadonte, but I was not for that 
33 engag d to Love him, fince that Choice 
was niade through Obedience and Reſpect; I was 
forc'd after that to pe: mit his Vitits, and to agree 


that his Colours ſhould be mix d with mine, and 


as he eveiy Day undertook a thouſand Gallan- 
tries, and that he made ir no ſcruple openly to 
coutels that thoſe things were performed tor Love 

of me; they begun to call me his Miſtreſs and 
to think that e er loug I ſhould become his Wife. 
In tus mean time the Difconfolate Zalcadonte 
ret ire d frou. Zalylon, and every one fpoke diverl!y 
ot his Abſeuce; when being advertis'd by his 
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Friends that Ninus was offended at his Retirement 
without his leave, he returned immediately. 
The Day after he made his Appearance at Court, 
he took a Walk that Evening in the Stately Gar- 
dens of our Queen, I was Juit entered with the 
Dilcreet Erminia, and I was come to wait up- 
on that great Princels who had ſent me word 
that it would be her Walk that Night. The 
Place is ſo large, Madam, that how many ſoever 
goes, and it they do not appoint a certain Place, 
it is a very hard matter to meet; infomuch that 
the Queen had ſent me notice that I ſhould meet 
her at the end of the Flower-Walk; that fate 
Walk is fo called becauſe you cannot fee a Tree 
which is not loaded with all ſorts of ſuch as a 
Flowei-Garden is inrich'd withal in the fpring- 


time, inſomuch that you have there the moſt 


agrerable Confuſion of ſweets in the whole World, 
nor is that the Jeaft of the Beauties and Orna- 


ments of that moit delighrtul Place, he by 
whoſe Induftrious Invention had undertaken to 


cauſe thoſe tices ro bear fo many different 
forts of Flow ers initead of Fruit, receiv'd a te- 
compence anſwerable and woithy of fo wondere 
ful a Ratity. 'I took tnen the way to that Walk; 
wen Henia made me take tice of two Me 

that tollowed us. As ſoon as I beheld rnem, 

dridain'd to confider them farther, having ob- 
lerv'd nothing in them but what was very com- 
mon, the one being habited like à Soldier, rhe 
crher liks a imple Inhabitant of Batyl/on, You 


do net know, Madam, faid the to me, why I 


give you this Trouble, it is becauſe at rhe very 


Moment that we were entred here, I law theile _... 


two Mey in the firft walk, who ſeem'd to attend. - 
the coming of fome other Perfon ; but ſcarce had 
they d iſcover'd us, but he who has no Arms faid 
to the other, ſhe is there: You was then buſy in 
telling me ſomething; and altho? I ſtiil gave at- 


8» - Prazimene. | 
tent ion to what you ſaid, yet I oftentimes turn. 
ed about, to diſcover if it was of you that Men 
of their Condition and Appearance was ſpeaking, 
they have perpeatually followed. us, inſomuch that 
I interrupted you to obſerve if they followed us 
Mill. I am, very apprebenſive, ſaid I, of Maler 
donte's Return, and I fear, that having flighted 
- His Love, leatt he ſhould undertake ſomerhing 
beyond the Reſentment he has already made ap- 
_ pear; by this Advertiſement I was fiighted and 
4 doubled my pace to render my ſelf quickly near 
the Queen; when :canor croſſing the Walk id 
which we weic going, ſaw us. He came up to 
us, and I can lay that his Company was never ſo 
acceptable to me as at that time, I gave hin 
like wiſe ſo to underſtand, fince my Fears oblig'd 
me to accept c it, with a Countenance lets 
ſerious then what I was us'd to receive him 
withal. I am come from the Caſtile, ſaid he, 
but having not been happy enough to find you 
there, and not being ignorant that this Evening 
ou would by your Preſence grace this Garden, 
came with hopes to be happier in the Night, 
then at the end of the Day; fince I gave my 
ſelf the Vanity to believe that I frould have the 
Honour to re-conduct you from a place to the which 
I had not waited on you. I was going to Anſwer 
to the Civilities, when the apprehenſion from 
which I thought I was freed feturn'd moit power- 
fully upon me. I perceived Malcadonte, who 
followed with a Dozen or Fifteen of his Dome- 
ſticks, came full upon us by the fame way as 4:- 
eaugr, and who by his haſty and precipitate itep3 
 leem'd uot to approach us to make his Compli- 
ments. Mothel, faid I trembling to Ermnis, 
without doubt you have foreſeen the Misforwnue 
which is coming; I believe that gheſe Men which 
followed us, ad Who now-appears here again, 
were laid i Ambalcade by the Prigce Maleadows 
TO A Rea” -.. FR hat 
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What do you fear Madam, interrupted Acanor, 
do you miitruſt that this Ferſon, envious of my 


Happineſs, will attempt any thing to-diſpleate- 54 


you ; no, no, Madam, if he has any Deſign it is 
againſt my Perſon, and if he does not execute 
it now, I ſhall owe my Lite to that Reſpect, 
that deſperate as he is, he finds himſelf oblig'd 
to pay you. Malcadonte came to us at the end 
of thoſe Words, and addreis'd himſelf to me : 
Do not think it ſtrange, laid he, if I commit be- 
fore you Actions becoming a deſpairing Perſon, 
ſince it was you that reduc'd me to the Condi- 
tion I am in. I know that I am going to vio- 
late the Reſpect due to this Sacred Place, and. 
that my Prince will never Excuſe the Crime 1 
am committing; but what avails it, whether he 
puniites or he pardons me, if I have undertak- 


en this action to tuin my ſelf in my revenge ; and 


why ſhould I reſpect this place ? Sure I have a 
deſign not to reſpect your Perſon ; It is not that” 
pretend to extend my reſentment to your Perſon 
it {.1f, but am only reſolv'd that it ſhall break 
out before you. Then it was that Aſalcaloute 
making a ſign to his Followers, drew his Sword, 
and throwing himſelf upon Alcaunor head long, was 
leconded by all thoſe wio accompanied him, 
inſomuch tnat that Prince, whole Cutton it was 
generally to be alone, expecting no otyerath— 
ance then from his own Courage, put himtelt iu“ 
4 polture of defence without Hopes, nevertheleſs, 
bur of Valianily Dying. I could never have be- 
irved, that the Courage of that perfid ious Man 
which had rendred himſelf as Illultrious by the 
greatneſs of his Actions as by his Birth, could 
have been guilty of fo baſe an Action; aſtoni- 
med as I was, or rather half dead with fear, I 
ceas'd not to reprefent unto him with Tears and 
Prayers, the ſhame he would procure ro hiniſelt, 
thereby adding thereunto, Threats, and Calling 
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for help, when thoſe Two Men which had raiſed 
a Je oufly in my Governante ; and who, never- 
ticles, had no Faiid in this unhappy piece. of 
Treachery, came in, aud joyn'd rhemielves with 
the goit glorious Party; I know not ſaid he, 
wich ſcem'd to be the Soldier, and whoſe face 
was too Beautinil almoſt to be a Man's; witich 
fice I ought to take, not to act any thing again 
- juſtice, but apparently it cannot be, with the 
greateit number, ſince it world be unjuſt to at- 
tack one fingle Man fo adyantagicuily. This 
geneious unknown Perſon, had ſcarce made an 
end of ipeaking, without giving a prelage of the 
Victory ; one of the moſt deſperate of Malcadon- 
tes Troop fell at his Feet, with a Wound not to 
de Cured. As ſoon as the Companion of this 
unknown Perſon, had ſeen ſome Arms lye uſeleſs 
on the ground, he laid hold of them, and if he 
did uot make ute of them with fo much Addreſs 
and Courage as the foiater, yet he did at with as 
much Affection. Alcanor finding his Forces renew 
as well as his Courage, by this unlook'd for Aſli- 
itance, quitted the trunk of a Tree, where he 
nad poſtied liuſelt ro have no Enemies but be- 
tore him, witn a furious look ſcalching out the - 
Author of this peiticioulneſs, was going to le- 
UUCE hi to terms, newer more to prove a Trag- 
tor, when ohe of thele Murtlierers furpriz'd him, 
and un his Sword Quite tuough his Body, He 
did not fall as con as he rcceiy'd the blow, but 
retuning ou a luddain 10 ievenge his Death, 
pierc'd his Murtherer through ; Lüt by reaſon of 
nis fiength that fail'd him, all he could do was 
to un nis Sword in, but could rut draw it out. 
Ine Prince being fallen, he who had made uſe uf 
the Ams Whicn prelented themlelves, immedi- 
ately bore him Company, infomuch, chat there 
remained bur the Soldier with a will aud power 
to defend himſelf. When he law hiullelf alone, 
| 8 | | | | he 
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he had till ſix Enemies remaining, ſome being 
Dead upon the place, and. others being retired by 
realon of their Wounds, and which required the 
utmoſt diligence, both for their Flight and for 
their Health. But as if it had been his wiſh, it 
is now, {aid he, that we ought to make appear 
what we are to the Eyes of the moit Beautiful 
Creature in the World, and that none ſhould par- 
take of our Glory, but her whole preſence will 
render us. Victorious. I do not know Madam 
whether rhat generous Language which was fol- 
lowed by the like Effects, tiruck Aſtoniſument in 
the guilty Malcadonte; and the ſmall remainder 
of his Traytors, or my Cries which I redoubled, 
without having power to fly away; fo great 
was my fear, made him think of his retreat, or 
rather having undertaken nothing but the Mur- 
ther of Acanor, and ſceing his intentions were 
performed, he had now no other deſigu but to 
lave himſelf ; inſomuch that he took the lame 
way he came, but not without leaving ſome of 
his behind him, which the unknown ſaved both 
tie trouble aud time for flying away. Judge a 
little if you pleaſe, how great muit their ſur- 
prize be, that came to behold ſo great a Slaught- 
er, in a place where the leaſt Inſolence coaimit- 
ted was Death: But repreſent to your ſelf, how 
great was their Aitoniſhnent when they beheld 
me in Eminia's Arms, with all the ſigns of a 
Pe.fon juit expired. Some went to advertiſe the 


Queen of ir, whilſt others ſiezed upon the Con- 


queior, who made no reſiſtance. The Queen im- 
mediaicly quitted theſe Diverſions, the uſually 
took amongit Ladies, and with that innocent 
Troop, ca ne to the place where fo nuch Blood 
had been ſhed. 1 was juſt come out of that fir, 
wheie the firit that came did ſee me; inſomuch, 
that calling my Eyes upon Her Majeity, who was 
got to the Soldier 1 was ill uled and * 
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by all, ſinding him alone alive, and his Sword 
in his hand, 1 cryed as loud a8 it Mas poſfible, to 
the end that by, my Prayers and Entreaties, ſhe 
would put a ſtop to thoſe Indignit ies which was 
offered to that r ler Madam, ſaid 
I, permit not that Hero to ſuffer any Injury; 
had you been prefent to have been a witneſs of 


== thoſe wonderful Actions he has perform'd, you 


would beſtow on him more Praiſes than now you 
do Threats. The aſtonſh'd Semrramis coming near- 
er to me, underflood not without fome difficulty 
on my part, the Injuries of the one, and the 
Innocence of the others : She learnt, IL ſay, the 
Bloody Pei fidioufneſs of Malendonte, and the Cou- 


tag ious Defence of Alcanor; but above all, ſhe 


admired the wonderful reſolution of the un- 
Known, when J told her, that without any ot her 
Intereit then his own proper Generoſity, he had 
ſullained the force of thoſe Traytors of which 
the leſſer part was ſaved, the greater having loſt 
their Lives by his Valour. The teftimony which 
1 gave of the Virtue and Courage of the Soldier, 
deing again confirm'd by the preſence of ſo many 
dead Perſons, was the cauſe that made the Quern 
give him his Liberty, with words more obl ig ing 
then the Revilings he had receiv'd. But what- 
ever care was ordered to be taken for the cure of 
his Wounds, he would never ccntent, until fuch 
time as he had known whether the Prince tor 


=_ whom he had im fo great danger, and the other 


which bad accompanied him in this Glorious 
Actions, were yet among the number of the li- 
v ing. He was the tirit that obſerv'd that there 
was figu of Lite in H cancr; and for an increaſe 
of his farisfaction, he was no ſooner come near. 
the other, but he found him in the like Nation. 
Whilſt every body was imploy'd to aſſiſt him, I 
beheld him with great Attention, and whatever 
Subject 1 had at that time wor to find any thing 
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agreeable, yet I perceiv'd in him the ſame thing 
which the others admired. I beheld an extream 
Youth, and I likewiſe beheld ſomething more ac- 
compliſh'd in him, then in all the moſt agreeable. 

of our Courtiers, and that which in them did 

not appear, or make a ſhew without artifice or 

ſerting off, ſhin'd forth with advantage in his 
Perſon, in the fimple eſtate in which he was 
ound. I ſee very well Madam that you would 
interrupt the order of this Hiſtory, to demand of 


me who in reality was this unknown; but if 


you deſixe to know my good and bad fortune as 
it has hapned to me, you mult at preſent remain 
under the fame pain as I was in at that time, and 


attend the Sequel of my Adventures to under-- JM 


itand the Secret. The aſſiſtance which was ſent. 
for in all diligence arrived on one fide,whilit the 
Miau King came up on the other, becauſe the 
Queen had ordered by the ſame Meſſengers which 
went for the Chyrurgions, to give novice. of. the 
lad Diſaſter which had hapned to him; ſcarce - 
had that Prince beheld Acanor in that Condition, 
but that the Tears dropt from his Eyes; and when. _ 
he had underitood from my mouth, that Malca-- | 
donte was the Author of that Bloody Maſſacre, 
he continued to ſhed the ſame through regret,. 
that ſuch a Traytor ſhould proceed from his Blood. 
Several Cares were upon him at one and the lame. 
ume: That of making an exact ſearch after M“ 
(:donte,. and of thole wha. had followed him, was 
the firit which he gave Orders for, the reſt which 
lowed in conſequence, were to command that 
can ſhauld be carried to the Palace where hne 
in Peron would fee his Wounds ſearch'd, and to 


enoyu that tne two unknown. Perlons were not. 


neglected. . 8 1 | 
All rheſe three Commands were executed with. © 
lpecd, but the Firit had that advantage over he 
Ctc1S, that it gave nt a great deal. of trouble. 
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to thoſe whe undertuok it. They followed the | ful 
way which Malcadonte had taken, by reaſon of | pa 
the Blood which was ſo remarkable; and went tei 
as far as the Gate, which they found open, and IA. 
which only ſerved for thoſe who uſed to open he 
the Gates of that place. There they ſaw a gleat tu 
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_ decal of Blood, bur they could trace it no fur- th 
ther; which made the off:nded Ninus to con- in 
= jecture, that the Traytor, with thoſe who had e 
aſſiſted him, had put themſelves into Coaches, ge 
LY Which attended at that Gate, to the end that CO 
WE chey might find out no further the way they had I pa 
raken. Whilſt His Majeſty was thinking of the th 
oF. means to keep his Vow which it had pleas'd him in 
to make when he compell'd me to receive one G 
of thole two Princes tor my Cavalier. I re- q 
tired to my Chamber, where I was meditating le 
on Malcadontes deſpair. The truth on it is, the tl 
indifference I had for him and for Alcauor, ſoon In 
ceaſed: I had for the Grit, nothing but Avertion 8 
and Hatred, but for the ſecond, I had a great V 
deal of Pity : But when I weat further, and ob- / 
ſerv'd all the Cucumitances of that Adventue, | 1 
I caunor tell you whether it was Inclination or 1 
Pity wh ch mov'd me to the third ; however, L { 
will voluntarily confeſs, that I had not an indii- l 
ference tor him; I rook up more time in repreſent- 

ing him to ny lnigiation, then in bemoauing 
the poor Fcar9r 2: Ard if I imploy*'d ſome mo- 
ments in deteiting the Treaſon of MHalcadonte, I f 


pait Whole lows away in praiſing the Courage 
of the Stianger. Prazimene, taid |, in lnterroga- 
tins my lelt, and from one Rofle:tion palling to | 
another, doi tum remember the words Which 

tue generous Soldier utter'd, When he that ac- 
companie d nim, and the untortunate Acauor had 
taken place with thele u hom he had then Con- 
quered ? It is now laid he, that we oaght to make 
appear What we ate to the Eyes of the mot . 

| tu 


ful Creature in the World, and that none ſhould © 
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partake of our glory, but her, whole preſence will 
render us Victoribous. Alas | to whom did he 
Addreſs this Diſcourſe, was it to Erminia ? No, 
her Age which has left her nothing but her Vir- 
tue, forbids me to believe ſo. To thin likewiſe, 
that the Vanity of Fighting in the fineit place 
in the World, and which ought to have been 
reſpected, as the Majeity of the Prince had obli- 
hed him to hold that Diſcourſe, is altogether in- 


confiſtent, inſomuch that there is nothing ſo ap- 


parent, as to believe that he would ſpeak it of 
thee. Yes Prazimene, that brave Soldier had thee 
in his Thoughts; fince as thou entreſt into the 
Garden, the ſame Ermima did obſerve, that the 
orher who imitated his Courage with abundauce 
lets Succeſs, ſaid to him, in ſhewing thee, ſhe is 


there. I had no ſooner concluded in favour to 
my ſelf, but that the remembrance of his Wounds 


gave me a great deal of frar. The Compaſſion 


which I had for Alcanor, and the Aver ſion for 


Malcadonte, nad now no ſhare in the Affections of 


my Soul ; that Apprehenſion baniſh'd them in- 


tirely; and nevertacleis, I had ſcarce aſſured my 
ſelf that this unknown Perton thought of me, 


but that new Fancies railed in me new Confide- 


rat ions. 


What ſaid I, it ſeems to me, as if I ſhould be 
forry, if the Perton wo has occaſioned my 


thoughtfulueſs, ſhould have uttered thofe words 


which I have fo well retained in my Mind, for 


any otner Intention or Caute, then what I have 


jule now been imagining. Alas! do I no longer © 
remember who 1 au; 1 have d iſdained and ſlignt- 


ed tre Seivices of Two great Princes; nay, I 
have even touz!:t chat 1 recumpenc'd then re- 
tperts IO nnen, if I berow d but one thought 


_— 


upon their Affectious; and now my Thoughts 


ac entirely taken up with the Actions of a com- 
| | = mon 
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mon Soldier.Gods ! can I imagine, that he ſhould 
have the boldneſs to caſt his Eyes upon me. He: 
may poſſeſs emiuently thoſe qualifications which+ 
I have obſery'd in his Perſon, and that he is Ma- 


iter of ſecret Perfections, itill greater, and more 


_excelling ; and that he by tar, exceeds all that 


can be called valuable amongit us : Afﬀeer all, he 
is but a ſimple Perſon, if hie has not that advan- 
tage by Birth, which may Intitle him to Crowns 
aud Scepters; and I ought to look upon him 
but with the fame Eye as others do, if he be not 


guilty of that CHING, which hut juſt this moment 
e h 


coming an Object of my Hatred and Avexfion ; 
it from deſire only, he goes beyond thoſe Bounds 
which his own condifgin.oufht to preſcribe to 
hin. You ſee me now Meda quickly chang'd, 
ſince from the fear I was in about his wounds, I 
daſt over to the ſatisfaction to fee his Pride and 

oldneſs puniſh'd. Nay, I added therwanto, rhe 


wiſh that his Wounds were incurable. But I did 


not remain long in that humour: My Thoughts, 
whatever violence I put upon them, could not 
agree with my Wiſhes; and I was contented, that 
recovering of his Wounds, he might be cured alſo 
of his criminal Affection. By this ditcourle fair 
Princeſs, you may underſtand that I wanted not 


for Vanity; but you will likewiſe know that 1 
began to be ſenſible, and that that Deity, whoſe 


power 1 look 'd upon to be but a Chymera, was 


WS -zclobved to revenge himſelf of me, for the little 


reſpect I had hitnerto bere to him; ſhe had ren- 
dred me the dear Object of Two Princes, and 


having ill uſed them, the has rendred an unknown 


pPerion, who appears to be of the molt ordinary 
condition of Rlankind, capable to iurprue ne, 


and ro laiſe thoſe Doubts and Peiplexities in me, 
—_— wc ae tlie infalliole ways to engage me. 
Win cher ale applying remedies wo Alcauor's 


Wounds, 


un Convicted, inſtead, ot be- 


nn -OÞ we | 
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danger, that King gave Eiberry, and was the 


raum. 3 
Wounds, and thofe of the unknown Perſon, a 
view Was taken of thoſe who belonged to Mal- 
cadonte's Party, which remained upon the Spot Af 
there was nor one found, who by the lols of h his 
Lite was not puniſh'd for being concern'd iu that 
unhappy deſign ; Infomuch, that Nimw. who at- 
tended to be entirely inform'd by the. mouth of 
one of them, which might be the leaſt hurt, and 
lizewiſe to know where their infamons Leader 
was retired, ſeeing his hopes on that fide defeat: 
ed, increas'd his Reſentment. He diſpatoh'd a- 
way Mcſſengers to all Parts, with Orders to the 
Guvernours of rhe Provinces to fieze upon him ia 
any place where they met with him; and in the 
mean time, confin'd all ths Domeſticks of that f 
Prince which were in the Ci As ſoon as 4 
auor began to amend, and that he was Hut of 


grid which went himſelf to fee him: But being 
ſenfible that he would excufe himſelf for having ü 
drawn his Sword in the Gardens of the Pallace, 
he told him, that defending ones ſelf, being nas» Ml 
tural, the Gods themſelves would not be offenßd- 
ed with thoſe who had ſhed Human Blood on i 
their Altars, provided it was in repelling the ſur- 
pres of their Enemies, and not in aſſault ing of 
them: Re added, that he would revenge that ⁵⁶ 
inoleat Perfid iouſneſs, and that Malcadonte, als 
tnoughi he ſhould fly to the extremity of the = 
World, ſhould not thereby avoid that Puniſh» 8 
ment which he had prepared for him. Alcanar =» 
vverjoyd to find himlelf fo well in the Opinion, 
of His Majeſty, imreated him to add to thoſe 
Favours, one more Which he would implore f 
him; and which although of no great conſe- 
cuence, yet nevertheleſs, would be to him as 
gicat as any he could grant him. The K ing did 

rot ſtay for the end of his Prayer, in order to 
pronlile him, he interrupted him, to tell him thaß 


im 


— 
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there was nothing but what he might eaſily ob- 
tain. Then did the Prince with all tho Adi 
ons of Humility which his Weakneſs would per- 
mit, return Thanks to the Monarch for his Boun- 
ty of which he owned himſelf unworthy ; and 


was nothing elſe, but to fee in his own Bed that 
brave Sold ier who had hazarded his Life for his 
Preſervation. He was not ignorant of the Care 
whick had been taken of him, becau'e that was 
the firit thing which he concern'd himtelf about 


not ſuffer him ro languiſn for the performance of 
his Requett, atter having beitowed a great deal 
of Praife of his Humour, fo remote from Ingrati- 


ed trom the Chamber where he was, into the 
Princes; and becaute he would be no hindrance 
to thoſe Civilties Which he would render him, 
he retired as foon as that was done. I am going 
to tell you of a Converſation with which I was 
not acquainted till tome time after, and which 
nevertheleſs, I will tell you in its couife ; it be- 
ing no leſs Remarkable then the Occaſion which 
gave Birth to it. Alcanor held in his Arms for a 
long time, him whom he eouid name no other 
then his Prelerver, and had made him a thou- 
fand Coupliments, if rhe excels of his Joy would 
have peimiited nim to pronounce more then fe- 
ven ol eight words. But tne unknown Pe. ſon 
receiv' d theſe Teilimoizes of an extream goud 
will, with Anſwers more Civil then Afﬀectionare, 
for ne would not commit any Action with which 
his Conſcience miguit reproach him, noi betiay a 
Prince ſo Generous, It ſeems te me ſaid Alcinws, 
as it my Flicnaſhip was a Burthen to you ; or 
elſe being more judicious and Wiſe, then Inſentie 
Lle, „ou 1eceive ny Careſſes as teigned and dil- 
leaibling Telimonies; Oh | dear defender of wy 

GS Lite ! 


ce lared that what he had juſt then obtained, 


as ſoon as he couid ſpeax. Ninus, who would 


tude, cauſed the unknown Perſon to be tranſport- 


* 


Prazimene, & | | Bd 
Lie! do not do me that wrong; it is true, that 
:|noſt all thoſe who are enviton'd with great- 
7-5, are ſubject to that dreadful Vice, aud that 
tor abundance of Services, they have nothing 


it opparent reſentments of them: But this A- 
non who ſpeaks now to you, and who is owing 


to you for his Life, ſwears by that which you 
2 micferv'd, that Diſſimulation never had any 


ene to him: When he promiles his heart, he 


immediately gives it; but he gives it accompa- 
nied with all that is in his power, and it 1s that 
witch he conjures you to receive. My Lord, an- 
[wered the Stranger, permit to ſay that I never 
made 1o unjuit an opinion of you, that Vice is 


common bur to thoſe whom good fortune favours, 
and from being very Mean and Low, raifes them 
to high Degrees: But a Perſon Born within the 
pꝛoſpect of a Throne, who never ſubmitted, and 


yet is Submiſſion its ſelf; in a word, who holds 
nothing of an ordinary Education, but holds all 


f. om the greatnets of nis Blood and the Example 
of the Gods, cannot wit nout a great alteration 
of the common order of things, partake of fo 
great and unworthy an Action. Ir is not then 


that I am: dithdent of the ſincerity of your Pro- 


miles, I have not hearkned unto them, but that 


I imag ine to fee them exceeded by their effects; 
ut as I am feniible of my unworthineſs, d iſpence 
with me if you pleaſe from accepting any thing 
then the Gloiy to have ſerv'd you; trom an 
action of free Will, I ſhall make ir a Mercenary 
cue, ik I pretend to any thing furtner. I know *' 
very well, that I ſhould have offeuded you, laid 
the Prince, had I offered you any thing beiong= 
ing to me beides my Heart, ſince that would be 


paying an extream generous Act with an extream 
piece of Baleneſs; but offering you that at firſt, 
that is to lay, my moſt ſincere Atfection:, give 
me Mill the liberty to offer you all that may re- 

5 main 
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Iooſe the favour of my 
Hatred of the Gods; in a word, raviſh from me 
the Aﬀections of Prazimene, which would be the 
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main in my power; I cannot make you a preſent 
of the firit, without pretenting you with all that 
depends upon me. That if nevertheleſs you. con- 
tent your lelf with my Friendſhip without any 
thing elle, receive it pure as it is, and do not re- 


fule me yours. With thoſe words renewing his 


Embraces, he obliged the ſtianger to render him 
the like, which notwithanding he put an end to, 
to ſpeak thus to him. The Gods know the en- 
deavours I would make uſe of, faid he, lawfully to 
acquire that which that Liberality offers me 
without | having deſery'd it. Then ſhould I ac- 
cept of it-with extraordinary Acknowledgments, 
becauſe] ſhould then hold my ſelf aſſured, chat 
you had not beſtowed that favour upon me with- 
out Juſiice. Bur when I conlider that with you 
I have the quality of a ſtranger, I fear that when 
you thall know me more particularly, leſt you 
ſhould as ſoun paſs from Eſteem and Affection, to 
Hatred and Contempt. Acanor topping him at 


thoſe words, be affiucd, {aid he, that for the fu- 


tu. e, nothing can happen to hinder me from Fter- 
nally Loving of you. Make attenpts againſt that 
Life which I enjoy by your Courage, make me 

Prince p Piocure me the 


moſt fenfiVle and greateſt of all my Misfortunes; 
I might well complain thereof; I might accule 
the rigour of my Deltiny but it will never be 
in my power to hate you. Meliſtrate, cryed the 
ſtranger, what muſt thou do now, ſhall t thou 
accept of what it is neceſſary for thee to 1efule ? 


Io what double Captivity has fortune reſerv'd 


thee ; thou doit already acknowledg'd one Con- 
queror: And uevertheleſs, fee here a Second Vi- 
ctory which they would obtain again over thee ; 
but a Victory which cannot ſimpathize with that 
other where thou didit ſerve tor the Triumph. 

55 ST - Theſe 


Prazi mene. 


Theſe words were no ſooner in his Thoughts then 
ar his Mouth, at one and the ſame time; info- 


much- that he pronounc'd them in a Traniport. 


which he would afterwards have been glad 


TH 
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have conceal'd ; it is true, that they were fpoke = 


fo quick that the Prince heard them, without 


conceiving the ſenſe of them. At length, as it if 


he had given himſelf the leafure to interrogats-. 


himſelf upon the refiſtance which he made to ac- 
cept of a Friendſhip ſincerely offered, he remaiys 


ed {ome time without ſpeaking, when on a fſud- 
dam, yes, great Prince anſwered he, I am ſenſih 1 2 


how unworthy Iam of ſo high a Favour ; an 


nevertheleſs I receive it, fince you will Wan 2 


me with it; that little Courage which fortune 
made appear to you, ſhall no more render you any. 
Service by Accident for the future, it ſhall be 
through Inclination and Duty; nevertheleſs ſuffer 
that in an Union fo little ſuitable, I always ful- 
pect my defect without having any diffidence of 
the truth of your Promiſes, it is undoubtedly 
your Opinion, that after ſo many proteſtations, 
Alcanor was defirous to know the Original and 
Fortune of the Stranger, and it is true, fair Prin- 
ceſs, but he Had but juit begun the Diſcourſe, and 
L think had uot proceeded therein much further 
then to tell his Name, when the Queen hindred 
the cout inuance thereof: She entred into the Prin- 
ces Chamber, and holding me by the Hand, drew 
near to his Bed, with thoſe Attendance which 
was moſt familiar. I do not ask you, ſaid ſhe, 
to him, how you find your felf ſince the King has 
told me, tuat there wanted nothing but the eyes 
of Prazimene to compleat that Recovery, there- 
tore ſhall not doubt but that you are in indiffe- 


tent good terms; you fee chat I have brought her = 
to lee that if the Judgment which his 9 "A 


ves 


hath made, may have ſucceſs, and if her 


can contribute with the Phyfitiaus for the re-en- 
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ſtat ing you in your former Health; I bluſh'd at tlie 


hearing of thoſe Words, and it was very well ſhe 
U as ſhe did, for otherwiſe I ſhould have bluſh'd 
a 


the Stranger verified the 


Prazimene. 


tho” ſhe had {aid not hing: The Perſon I per- 
ceiv'd in the Prince's Bed, putting me in mind of 


thoſe Dittuibances which he had occafioned, had 


always cauſed that effect. Acanor receiving the 


Queens Viſit, with Words and Actions antwer- 


able to the Honour ſhe did him, intreated her to 
try his Recovery by ſome command which might 
require a ready Obedience, and that then ſhe might 
fee that the Grace and favour ſhe did him, was 
the utmoſt and Soveraign Cure for his Wounds; 
but do not content your felt, Madam, continued 
he, to work this Miracle on me alone, extend it, 


if you pleaſe, on this generous Friend, fhewing 
the Stranger, to the end that I may have nothing 


of a Wound in my Mind, after the entire Reco- 
very of my Body. It was then that by an elo- 
quent Anſwer, and ſubmiſſions full of Charms, 
Opinion which already 
had been conceived of him. To fay the Tiiuth, 
he ſometimes made miſtakes, and 4 obſerved that 
It never hapued ſo to him, but when | had ſaid 


lomething, or that my Eyes had met with his; 


but he rerreiv'd Limſelf again, with fo much 
Wit and Addrels, and hi Anſwers were tlie more 
8 becauſe he endeavoured to Joyn what 
He an!w 
auſwered ſeriouſly. 

At that inſtant what a violent Combat the Di- 


| verſity of my Thoughts made in my mind, and 


how neceſſary it was for me to diſſemble, not to 
make my prelent coufulton appeal: At lengtu the 
Queen being upon her Departure, thereby latis- 


fy"4 to the utmoſt of my Delizes. All the while 


I was near her, all her Diſcouiſe was in Praife of 


the Stranger : She, I lay, wo ſince ſhe was be- 


oo p Eſpoule of the great Ninus, 2 


»r 
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ered unwales tro what he ought to have 


bellowed upon him: 


Prazimene. RS 
but common Virtues in the reſt ef Men, had a 
particular eſteem for this ſtranger, and ingenjouſly 
confeſt, that that mixture of Courage, Youth 
and Beauty ought to pals for one of the Rarities 
of the Age: and would to the Gods that ſhe had 
reited there, and that from that innocent eiteem _ 
ſhe had not fallen into a Criminal Paſſion ; at 
leaſt the inftzmousDiforder which has ſince accom- 
pauied the Injuſtice of her Deſigns, had not made 
a univerſal Confuſion ; and I ſttould not at this 

time regret the loſs of the deareſt patt of 'my 
Self; Nuns, you would be ſtill among the Mills 


ber of the Living; MAelifh ate! faithful Meli- 


ſtrate ! alas, where-ever thou art, thou wilt not 
have that mortal Regret which hurries thee to 
Deſpair, and your Country, fair Princeſs, would 
enjoy that Repoſe and Glory which ſo many 
a bominable and tragical Inventions have raviſh'd 
from it. There Prazimene giving her {elf leifure 
to wipe her Eyes, which ran down with Tears 
continually, was in doubt whether ſhe ſhould 'go | 
on with her Diſcourſe concerning her Adventures, 
or remit the ſequel of it untill the morrow, but 
being ſenſible at laſt that the Princeſs of Bactria 
endeavoured to comfort her, only to underitand 
more of the Circumitances, ſhe thus continued, 
The Queen, of whom I came trom ſpeaking, and 
who will be the eternal Cauſe of my Tears, was 
not content with what ſhe had {aid ro me about 
the Stranger, her curioſity extending further, ſhe 
fent to enquire of the Prince A'canor, if he knew 
any thing concerning his Birth. They brought 
her word back again that his Name was Mel:/tra- 
te, and for the reit ſhe could learn no other ching, 
but that he was a young Soldier of Fortune, 
who being more Generous then IIluſtrious by 
Birth, ſought all occations to make that re- 
markable and eſteemed, which the Heavens had 
That is pity, anfwered the, 
. . ae 1 
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238 Prazimens. 
that the Perfections which ſhine ſo briglit in his of 
Perion, have not a higher beginning: He iht he 

boaſt that he might fee abundance beneath him, yo 

but very few above him, I could have wiſh'd ow 

that her Majeſty had not been lo inquiſitive, or fo 

at leaſt that that Anſwer had been made iu my £ 3 

= Abſence, at leait the incertainty wherein I was, 
bud continued, and had thereby receiv'd a grea- th 
ter Satisfaction. I was indeed in doubt whe- C 
cher his Extraction was extraordinary, and J op- of 
* pos d thoſe Sentiments which ſomerimes would I P" 
Ws appear favourable for him, upon that Contidera- 
1 . tion; however, whatever arguing I made to my | ® 
+ felf, it was always a doubt towards the which I 1 ** 

x ba was but too willingly inclinable ; but as ſoon as | ** 
11 heard that Ris Birth did not agree with ſuch ex- 4 
; r cellent Qualities; that was a freſh ſupply of | 
FN force to encounter the ſecond endeavour, which || 
it came from making, and had an equal Succels | ® 
5d 48 wick the former, when thinking ſtill on him, 11 © 
44 & olxained over my ſelf the Victory. I ſhall not Þ }" 


10 1 y that the Converſation they had with the | 
| een and me, was the laſt Remedy which cured 8. 
FR Them; nevertheleſs I ſhall not forbear afluring you © A 
| * that ſoon after that Favour on Semiramis S Fart, = 

* "the two Wounded Perſons, were in a Condition to | © 


Th it their Chambers ; the one was never to be "” 
. 5 i ound without the other. and whatever V tit 4 8 © 
* canor made, Meliſtzate was {ure to be one; the 

King careſs d him mighrily ; the Queen gratified I] ” 


1 . in 5 an extraordinary manner; in a word, all 
| < 3 Courr, as well to render to his Virtue what : 
1 — was his due, as not to diſagree with their Scve- p 


n, by whom be was mightily eſteem'd, gave 
him infinite Praiſes; nevertheleſs the moit inte- 1 
ended Perſon ſpoke but with moderate Applauſe, ; 
ho“ — 8 exceeded thoſe which 
v4 een 'd by every, one; I need not tell you 
ow - off r under or the ale 

IS | 
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| Praximene. —_— 
of n the Prince, in whoſe Affections 
he Hod't e ſecond 7 A8 the Recital would tire 
yon, ſo likewile ele be concealing from you 
one part of my Adventures, if I omitted to in- 
form you of thoſe Viſits, whiehi] muſt make uſe off 
in my Diſcourſe. I remember that from the very 
Day that they cuitted their Bed, after the Gods and 
their Majeſty, I was held to be their moit agiceable 
Company; theyfoundine in myChamber in the midſt 
of a profound Solitude, in which the Prince ſur- 
priz'd me, and not him that accompanied him. If 


when the ſimplicity of Habit had robb'd this 


unknown of that good mine which the eclat and 
advantage which pomp and Magnificence adds to 
ir, and that notwithitanding I had plac'd him 
above the Rank of the moſt aimable of our Court, 


where could I range him when he appeared to 


my Eyes, courted with Gold, Pearls, and Dia- 
monds, 1 cannot tell it to you, Madam, fince I be- 
came ſo ſuipiized and troubled, that every thing 
went out of. my Memory; Alcanor having paid 


his Reſpects to me preſented this wonderful Stran- ä 
ger to me; bchold him to whom I am owing for 


my Life, taid he, and who has preſerv'd. it to me 
only, that I may execute that glotious Deſign, 


which renders it dear to me, and which is to 


employ it in your Service, as you have already 
conlented that I ſhould. Without him, Madam, 
the Vows I have thereupon made, had been to 


no purpoſe, and by his means I fee my ſelf in a 


better condition to accomplith it then ever: 
Altho' I was not altogether come to my ſelf, yet 
i made a paſsable Anſwer to the Civilities of the 
Prince, and beſtowed ſome affectionate Thanks on 


the Strangers Courage, and what heanfwered was 
lo to the puipoſe, that in my Life, 4 never heard 
any thing ſo charming; I obſervid that .during i 


the time of the Viſit, he was under an extra m 
conſtraint, ſo much was he afraid, leaſt he 
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tand that his Friend was become his Rival. L. 
obferv'd, I fay, by divers Alterations of his 4 
Countenance, upon which { caſt my Eyes fome- 


times privily, the greatneſs of his Defires aud 1 
Relpects ; but I did what I could to conceal from i 
him that had perceiv'd it: We liv'd after this 10 
Rate for ſome time, meeting often at tlie Queens, 5 
often in the Walks, and ordinarily in that Com- y , 
pany, whether the Prince never went without r 
him, and nevertheleſs he met with no favourable I . 


opportunity to entertain me in particular; it was ly 
not but that ſome did offer theniſelves, but as he 


. was very Wite and judicious, he let them all pals, I... 
obſerving them to be too ſhoit for to undertake eu 


to Gilcover himtelf in, which he could not do Ife 
in few Words. For my part, who did not make 
ule of ſo much circumlpeciion, and who every in 
time thole moments pretented themſelves, had 
expected that he would declare himlelf, conjectu- F fan 
red from thence, that I had Leen miſtaken by kn 
Appearance alone, and that Me!:ſtraze, altho' in- de 
finitely generous, yet had never had the boldnels I the 
to raile his Thoughts to me. Then, Madam, I tis 
began to be grieved, and as the firit Opinion had I x. - 
made me judge him to be intolent and bold, ſo vic 
the ſecond niade me eſteem him fainthearted. In 
Nevertheleſs, Alcanor undertook ſome publick I ix 
Callantries ; and the K ing, whoſe Affection to- tu 
ward him was encreated, by what he had taken I xr, 
off from Malcadonte, did not only conſent to it, Nan 
but likewite honeur him with his Advice in all F for 
that was propos'd to him; the fineit place in Ba- it 
Hon had right to claim that Quality, not only pa 
Lecauſe of its great Extent ; not ouly becauſe of I der 
its magnificent and ſtately Buildings, which in- ver 
-compals'd it; not only likewiſe becauſe of its I Ca 
- agreeable Situation; but alſo for the Riches I fra 
which are there to be teen, and the Wonders | vc 
which are there occaſioned by tne beauty of the fai 
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Ladies, and the generoſity of. the Caviliers, and I | 
believe fiom a {mall Deſign, his Majeſty made 4 
great [ndenaking of it, to the end that the re- 


port of ſo Royal a Specticle coming to the Know- 


edge of the perfidious Jſalcadonte, in what pals 
ſo ever might his Retreat have been, it might 
caule him to Dilpair, learin» that that great ex- 
pence was made in favour of Acanor. Tuat Prince 
who gloried in tcicifying to the World that I 
was the Object of his Affections, wore publick- 

ly my Colours, and took no Motto which was 
not ealy of Intelligence; for his Jclitrate he 
took upon him t hoſe which were altogether part i- 
cular, which nevertheleſs he mix'd with his, and 
he had reaſon to carry them, ſince they were thole 
which I atfected ; his Device was notwithitand- 
ing joyn'd with that of Acauor, and altho' it 
might ſeem extreamly different, ill it had the 
ſame ſignification. The tiuth is, tliat without 
knowing his Thoughts, it had been hard to have 
deen und erſtood; but as he has ſince confeſt to me 


the great deſire at one and the fame time, to la- 


tisfy his Fears as well as his Paſſion, made him 
lo induſtriouſly lide his Intentions under that De- 
vice, which he alone was capable of explaining. 
Thoſe magnificent doings laſted for two Days, as 


likewile the glory thereof was participated be- 
eween two Perſons ; Alcanor, by the courtiſie of 


Meiirate, obtained all rhe «Advantage which 
an excellent aud experienced Cavalier could hope 
tor; 1 lay by the Civility of Meliftrate, becauſe 
n was well known to every one, that he had 
lparea himlelf the firit Day on purpoſe not to ten- 
der the Princes Triumph leſs . ae by che di- 
veruty of. Opinions, which the Bravery of his 
Cautions would luve cauſed, had he not re- 
ſtraned them; but when he mait, (as often he 
would) it was with fo good a Care, and thoſe 
lilings were ſo juu, that they were rather taken 
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242 Prauument. 
kor the effects of his Addreſs, then his want of 


Experience. If any one doubted thereof; the - 
next Day, when Alcavor refign'd him his Place, 1 


they were (con convinc'd, fince thoſe whoſſſ ,. 
eſſay'd againft the Prince, diſputed the Vidory 
with him, but could not ſtand before him, but ra- 
ther ſeem'd to preſent themſelves before him, F 
only ſoon to have the Honour of being overcome. 
Whilſt every one made appear their admyation v 
by their Expreſſions ; that their Majefties aloud þ 
faid, that they could not believe but that th-l f 
Stranger muſt be beyond what he pretended, and t. 
that Envy began to Creep into the Breaits of af h 
„great Number: Whilſt the Victoricus Meliftrat? t 

was near the receiving from my Hand the prize ;j 
deſigned for the Victory, and that my Heart was p 
in Motion to accompany him in his Triumph, a4 3 
Courier arrived who put an end to thole fine Acti Þ u 
ons; the News which he brought made moſt I u 
people believe, that thele diverting Combats had o. 
deen the pretages of more ſerious and bloody v 
des which were going to follow them, ſince the} +; 
Revolt of Arme nia, the News of which that Cou- I N 
trier brought to our NIonarch, invited 16 Arms T 
all thoſe who made profeſſion of them. That þ; 
great K ing being unwilling that that News ſhould h. 
interrupt on 2 luddain the Diverſions, oidered A 
them ta be continued unto the fame Flour, as the d: 
day before they had ended, when every one reti- d. 

red, content to the utmoit with Mhat they had u 
ſeen; but Neliſtrate more ſatisfy'd then all the tr 
reit, having beheld himſelf crowned by my hand. 2 
Scarce was the Council niet to reſolve upon the a7 
Revolt of the Arnenans, but another arrived, ne 
giving an Account of the Invation of Barfanes, W c 
that our Monarch had confined at Ninive, whi- fo 
ther he ſent him, when his generous Queen had ex 
vanguith'd him. Neither he nor his Council co 
eld believe that that Prince had 2 his 
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. Pratimene. 1 
eſcape without the Governers being of Inteili- 
gence with him ; nevertheleſs, whither it was 
that it was not a proper time to fcarch out the 
truth; Nimus made none of his Suſpicions ap- 
pear, altho' they always remained with him: 
only the Opinion was general, that the Revolt of 
Armenia, and the Invaſion of Barſanes were two 
allects proceed ing from one Reſolution, and that 
whoever had practic d the Revolt of that Province 
had like w iſe procured the Liberty of its Prince, to 
the end that the People might more willingly 
throw of the Yoke, ſeeing their Prince to be the 
head of the Deſign, to regain them their Liber- 
ty. It was concluded then, not to give time to 
thoſe Rebels to acknowledge him, and for that 
pupole it was relolv'd immediately to fend an 
Army againit them. Aicanor, whom the King 
would prefer b>ivre all others, was the Perſon ou 
whom he had cait his Eyes for the Management 
of that War; and he being preſent at Council, 
was no ſooner named, but that after thanks Te 
turned for that Honour, he beleeched the great 
Ninus to give him Miliſtrate for his Lieutenant. 
That Requeſt aſtoniſh'd all Perfons, and not one 
believed that it ought to have been. agreeable to 
his Majeſty, ſince ir not only put the fortune of 
Ajſy1:a to hazard, but likewiſe ſcandaliz'd abun- 
dance of ancient Officers to whom that charge 
did lawfully belong, when ir ſhould be granted 
-without any repuguance. In truth it was ant ex- 
traordinary thing to repoſe fo great a charge up- 
2 Stranger, who might as ſoon be of the A4rmeni- 
ans tide, as any other, and nevertheleſs there was 
not fo nuch caute of Admiration, ſince it is 
common with Perſons whom the Heavens deſign 
for Herogg, never to arrive to that Degree but by 
extraorainary ways. Sarrane, a Town' on the 
confines of Mefiporamia, not far from Mount Tau- - . 
11s, was the place of Rendezvous of all the Tops, 
P and 


4 
8 Std. i \ | ; & "66 
"I. Ws. . 1 "ou k þ "9 - 1th » . : 
* 1 2 : ITY D 


5 


„ . 
r = 


. 


2 4 
472 Ger PA” 
"* i 8 N * 5 , Sy 4 ” 


— fo 


Laaniindt,r ri oe oo. GD torn ER 
* 


i — SE CET 
r ; 
A eb A+ eta * *# 
= LT 00 . 
oy - _— + . 
ES _ ' n 


enjoyn'd hin to forbear. 


Cart then what you ſpeak 


204 }- 77 f 7 
and there were already enough to torm the body 
of an Army able to act offenſive when the Prince 
received his lait Orders to depart. MAeliſtrate hav- 


ing us'd his Power, not to accept of a charge of 


which he owned himſelf unworthy, found that 
neither his Youth, upon which he more particu- 


© larly grounded his refuſal, nor all other Excuſes 
which he alledg d would exempt him from it; in- 
ſomuch that confounded with ſo wonderful a 


change, he propos'd to himſelf to give the Lye 


io thoſe who declar'd that they did not expect 


any great Succeſs from his Conduct, and to de- 


ceive the others who were not of the firſt Opini- 
on, by actions more ſignal and celebrated then 


thoſe of which they might conceive ſome hopes 
that was not his only deſign, another of which 
he had A thouſand times retuly'd, but never had 


had the boldneſs to execute, followed, or to ſay 


better, preceeded ; that was, no longer to con- 
ceal from me, what Reſpe⸗t and Friendſhip had 
yn An opportunity otfered 
it lelf the fame evening before his departure. 
Aicanor came from receiving the Queens com- 
mands and accompanying her in the Walk which 
ſhe would take in thoſe ſtately Gardens, that Ca- 
valier conducted me. Semiramis being a little 


at adiitance to ſay ſomething to the Prince; he 


took his time, ſeeing we were far enough not to 
be underſtood by any; I law him open his mouth 


to ſpeak, but I faw him as ſoon two or three times 


change Colour. May I believe, ſaid I (without 
ſtaying till he ſpoke) and mightily ſurpriz'd at rhe 
Accident) that the icmemliance of the danger 


which you have 1un here ſhould have more pow- 


er over cur mind, then the danger it ſelf; not 
ſo Madam, aulwered he, if you pleaſe, but ra- 
ther the preſence uf a danger quite of another 
off, cauſes my appre- 


heufion and ſilence. What, ſaid I, are you 


2 threat 


ä 245 
If threatned with ſome other danger: Oh! Gods, I 
ly may well ſay that our loſs is certain ſince nothing 
ce can happen to you here, which is not common 
tous all, and that we ought not to hope for 
of any ſuccour, ſince he, who alone is capa le to 
at defend us, falls the firſt into the aſtoniſhment. 
The danger in which I find my ſelf, continued 
es he, relates to me alone, inſomuch, Madam, that 
none ought to apprekend it but my ſelf. To lee 
a himſelf purſued by a world of Enemies. and to 
& have no hopes but on the other fide of a Preci- 
ct J pice, whichin its ſelf contains all that the ima- 
7 ginat ion can deſcribe molt dangerous, and not to 
i- | have ſtrength to pals; tell me, if you pleaſe, is 


N it not enough to chill ones Heart with Fear, and 

= to make his Countenance to become pale. Bur 

hi that is not all fair Princeſs, I muſt inform ycu 

1 | who are thoſe powerful Enemies; permit me then 

y from a beginaing full of Temerity, that I pals to 

1 a bolder ending, and if my thought has mad? 

d me commit a great Crime, as I cannot but duft 

d it has, without committing a greater, ſuffer we 

= to avow my lelf a Criminal. He could go no f= 

* ther, beaut iful I, his Trembling redoubled, 

h nis Countenance grew pale, and I dare lay that 

* as his Heart failed him, ſo his Love incteaſed; 

le at length fearing leaſt he ſhould looſe time, he | 
As made the ſtrongeit effort, which fince he has 
O | ſwore to me, he was above all thoſe where the 


h, extremity of dangers did ever carry his Reſolu- 
>. Tion and Couiage. Shall I continue, Madam, 
t laid he, and in proſecuting a Diſcourſe whicu © 
1 cannot be pleaſing to you, thall T my ſelf ſearen 
er tor an occallion to perith ; Yes, Meliſtrate, let us 
perith, we are engaged with a power which will 
Jt not be diſobey d. It I was ſomething above the 
. | greateit Mon archs of the Farth, I wauld ſay that 
r i Love you, but being nothing but hat l am, 

Divine Princeſs, permit me ta ſay, chat I adore. / | 
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246 Prazimene. th 
vou; as if that word was to be the end of his 
Enterprize, he ſtopt on a ſuddain, as ſoon as he 
nad pronoune'd it; but then allo as it it had 
been a Charm for me, I/was not in a condition 
to nake him any aniwer, for my mind being di- 
- kudd with contrary Sentiments, had reduc'd 
mme to that point, as fo make ne pity my lelf. 
Gods ! how ſwpriz'd was I to know that he 
Lov'a me contrary to my laſt thoughts, and wir 
Geal or confution did tha t afſurance beget in me. 
I mould have been very willing to have made 
«pear to him tft his Love was not dilpleaſing 
tone, and yet on the other hand, I ſhould have 
_ vzent Willing to have puniſh d his boldneſs ; at 
titty, I was inclinable to recerve it favourably, 
and the next moment I repreit thoſe favowable 
heughts, through the conſideration of my birth; 
In ole word I with'd my ſelt no longer Prazimene 
for the lake of Afeliſtrate, and yet neverthelels 
] wouid not have ceas*'d to have been fo to the 
end, that I might Chaſlize the infolence of his 
_ Detires. Thoſe ſtrange contrarieties poſſeſs'd me 
tora long time, during the which, the Cavalier 
remain'd like a Criminal, who is certain of his 
Execution: I cloſely obſerv'd him, and was ſen- 
_ fiblyrouch'd, and nevertheleſs after a long con- 
flict, reſolv'd to overaome my felt, to condemn 
him, I made him this Anſwer. Are you alrea- 
dy weary of your Glory? and do you defire that 
the place which gave riteto it, ſhould be a Wit- 
nels of its periſhing almoſt as ſoon. What hin- 
ders me but that I go immediately and demand 
Fulliee from the Queen, of your infolent and au- 
dacious Vanity. Fly! begone, raſh Man! and 
believe that I, too Liberally therein, recompence 
that noble Action that you performed in this 
place, in conceal ing the Crime you but uit this 
moment wammitted. I knew very well, laid he, 
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- Pr azimene. "247 
priz'd at the Anſwer, that I was going to excite 
the utmoſt of your Anger againſt me, I was net 
ignorant that being perſued by thole violent per 
ſecutions, which have invaded my breaſt, I was 
reduc'd to the brink of a precipice, which I en- 
deavouied in vain to leap over ; but how terfibie 
ſoever be my fall, I ſhall always call it glonous, 
ſince it is fo decreed by that Mouth which in 


| condemning, favours me. It is true, uit Trag 


me ne, that ny Eyes have admiied you, and my 
Heart has adored you ; that the remembrance ut 
a profane Perſon has devled your glory, making 
his pleaſures in a Converfation of winch he was 
never wort hy, and that by an excels of iuſolence 

you have been the Ob;et of all his Detues; 
Gods! it is tco much, not to lubſcribe to wy 
Death and Ruine, and neverthelels if you con- 
der in what time I have diſcovered it to you, 

my Crime, you will acknowledge that their is 
ſome juitice on my tide : I have attended till thi; 
Hour that I am obliged to be gone to Fight the 

Enemies of this Country, to the end that my 
chaitilement might immediately tollow my oftencez 
vou have fo ordered it, and lain ready to ſuffer; 
yes, fair Princeſs, it is done, I am going to re- 
venge you at one and the {ame time of a raſh, 
inſolent and prophane Perſon; had not the Queen 
at the lame time finithed her Ditcourſe witay . 


g car, I doubt whither I had parted with Aeli 


rate without ſweetuing in ſome reſpet his Diſ- 
pair; in effect I was fo much oblig d to do it ac 
cording to my own proper Opinion, that it a an- 
red but little of diſcourting ſe mething even in her 
releuce, however I reitrain'd my felt and leak 
ſhould tall into any fuck inconveniency, I joyn a 
my leif to the train of Ladies which were not 
very far from me. In che. mean time Aeli iſtrate, 
by a moſt wonderful preſence and reſalution of 
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248 Praimene. 
ne itifled kis Sighs, ard was maſter of his Tears, 
and whilſt his Heart was entertainirg it ſelf up- 
on molt Tragical thoughts, he conftrained his 
Lips to moſt ſerious Diſccurſes. The Four being 
come to retire, the Queen cemmanded the Prince 
to take my Hand, that he might have time t6 
take his leave, inſonuch that I could not ſay to 
that poor unhappy Lover one word premeditated 
in his favour : It is true that Alcauor did all that 
he could rocxcuſe himfelt, altho' he defired no- 
thing lefs then to de fo 4 but ſte, who knew ve- 
ty well, that it would be doing him an Injury, 
_ weuld nct acmit ef it. I leenery well, ſaid fie 
to him, that your Civ lities might oblige you to 
ask who ſhall that place which you juſt now Guit- 
ted, in coming hither, that ſkall be in the Perton 
ot that other ſecond ſelf, ſaĩd ſhe,pointingto Meli- 
ſirate , enjoy Alcanon for a long time, the 
little leaſure which ren ains, ard deny not to 
love, what to Duty you would beltow. II. li- 
ſtrate advanc'd 10 preſent her his Hand, ſceing 
himſelf thereunto invited by that Diſcourſe, and 
the Prince, obeying the Queens Pleaſure and Will, 
reitified to me how dear that Commandment was 
to him, and how much he was guing to ſuffer, 
being torc'd to be abſent fiom me. I ſhall not 
entertain you with the lait Proofs of his A ffecti- 
on, nor indeed did | lend an Ear, Lut by con- 
iuaint, eſpecially having cther thoughts in my 
Mind, then the complaints and grief of Alcanor. 
In fine I was delivered from them at the moment 
_ that Aleliſt,ate left the Queen, and that for the 
lait Compliments they both took leave of her and 
me. Judge, fair Princels, if that Night was 4 
time of repoſe to me, put judge, likew ife by the 
cruel difiw bances with which, 4 was tormented, 
whether him whom I had treated ſo ill, enjoy d 
a note pleaſi t, it had any., remorſe of my 
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if J accompanied my Sorrow with Tears, he ac- 
companied his Griefs with mortal reſolutions, 
and if Iſent wiſhes for his Life, Alas he did no- 
thing but conſult the means to attain to a ſuddain 


Death. At length the day appeared, and that un- 
fortunate Lover had no ſooner perceived it, but 


impatient to fee himſelf amongſt theſe whom by 
his brave Actions he reſolv'd to make triumph, he 
went to the Prince to let him know that it was 


time to depart, They ſoon arriv'd at Sarrane, 


where finding the Army ready to march; they 
began to gain the Paſlages of Mount Taurus. 


The Amenian, who had ſeiz'd thereof to defend 
the entring into his Country, made believe, he 


would retire, and they had ſcarce abandoned 


It, but that ours took poſſeſſion of it, but as he 
had not done it but in order to ſupport them, 
when enga ged amongſt theſe high Mountains, he. 
attack'd them ſo advantageouſly, that thoſe who 
were preſent at that Combat, and who reported 
it tous, did affirm that their fafety was not a a 

{mall Miracle; Acanor doing all that a great 


Courage could do, perform'd too much tor a Ge- 


neral, he behav'd himſelf valiantly amongit the 
Crowd, confidering him as a Soldier; but as a 
General he behav'd himſelf raſhly : For Mel iſtra- 
te, who had nothing before his Eyes but his Dii- 
pair, and who: ſubmitted all other theughts to 
the Reſolution of dying, it was no wonder if hne 
threw himſelf in where the preſs was greateſt, and 
in thoſe occaſions where he imagined to be the 
| greateſt Danger; however, whither my Deſires 


gainſaid his Wiſhes, whither that Love diſputed 


with Death, or that the Heavens was relolv'd Aj 
to preſerve him to re-joyndrmenia to the Empire 
of the great Ninus, or to uitermix, hy 28 * 
his Victories with r 7 1 7 * at 
Was mat he Open d himtelt 3 

Paſſage through all, chat he threw ta the Fart 
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250 Praximene. f 
an infinite number of Enemies, and that covered 


had juit roured a great Party which lay in Am- 


that Joſs, and afterwards immediately to follow 


neral, had weakned and rendred dead-hearted. 
Whatever great number were the Armenians, Ma- 


ways, killed ſo great a number of them, that their 
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Health in doubt, at leaſt their Cure would take 


1 


up a long time. Alel iſtrate in che extream Afflieti- 
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all over with bloed and Wounds, he ſearched for 
Death, without being able to meet with it, he 


buth, and which had not Orders to appear, but 
in the heat of the Combat, when word was 
brought him, that Alcanor mortally wounded, re- 
mitted the care and charge of the Army to hin; 
that News, capable of confounding any other, 
cauſed in him a great deal of Griet, but little or 
no Confuſion ; he was reſolved cruelly to revenge 


that dear Rival. Then redoubling his forces and 
the Fortune of ria following his in particular; 
he excited Courage into ſome who had now left, 
and into others whom the Wounds of their Ge- 


dam, ought they to be ſufficient to reſiſt ſo much 
ardour; but what ſerves it to ask that Queſti on, 
8 fince it fuffices that Meliftrate overcame : Yes, 

| that generous diſpairing Man put to diforder thoſe 
rebellious Troops, and purſuing by thoſe difficult 


dead Bodies ſerv d them to return again the eaſier, 
Seeing himſelf oblig'd through the dangerous 
condition, wherein the Prince was, to act in his 
Place, he review'd the Army, which gave him 
to underſtand that tlie report was greater then tile 
Loſs ; and not to truſt to the diligence of others, 
hewould take no repoſe, till he hadput all things in 
order, as the neceſſity did require, and till he had 
*1bred Alcanor. That Prince having no part about 
Him free from the marks of the Enemy, anongſt 
+ others had ſome ſo dangerous, that purting Ris 
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'derful Reſentments that he proteſted to ſtay be- 


venge, that if the fortune of the War, without 
which the moſt generous Commanders endeavours 


the defects of his own proper Conduct the Diſ- 
graces of the Army, of which he reſigned him 


who had brought the News to Babylon. W hulit 


that he receives favours from the King, which 


that that the brave unknown was alieady ſo far 
the lurprize of Mount Taurus, had ger” aan 


confuſion, beſtow'd ſuch Applaules which Alca- 


would find nothing impoſſible when he ſhould 
rious News, but I doubted with grief the Cry 


= 
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all hopes; inſomuch that having receiv'd from A- 
canor abundance of neceffary Initructions in few 
Words, for that it was not permitted }:im to ſpeak 
much. He made them take the moitcomedious 
way they could to that City. It was with won 


hind, but upon the ſole conſideration of his Re- 


in vain, ſhould ſometime favour him, he would 
not receive the praiſes, but only to refer them to 
him; as on the contrary, ſhould the Enemy Tri- 
umph over him, he would not fail to attribute to 


the Command; all theſe things were thus parti- 
culariz'd from Alcanor's Mouth, at his return ta 
Sarrane, where he remained no longer then of ne- 
ceſſity for the Chyrurgions to make their ſol id 
3 of his Wounds, altho' we had hardly 
earn d ſome Circumſtances from thoſe Court iers 


the Prince endeavours to recover his Health, and 


the Wounds that he wore might juſtly claim, and 
that he preſſes for freſh ſupplies for Meliſtrate; 
there arriv'd Courier upon Courier, which pub- 
liſh'd Victories - upon Vidories. Ninus amaz'd | 


advanced into Armenia, and that Barzanes, tince 


himſelf before him, but to joyn his Loſſes to his 
wor was tar from leſſening: He himſelf added alt 
he could, and ſaid, that it with tne Relicts of 
an Army, he perform'd ſuch memorable things, as F 
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better aſſiſted. I liſtned with pleaſure to fuch glo- 
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252 Prazimene. * 
and it was by repreſenting to my ſelf his laſt Diſ- 
courſe, when leis cruel in effet then in appea- 00 
rance, I gave too ſecure an Anlwer to the hum- tc 

dle declaration of his Love. Believe, fair Prin- of 

ceſs that the 5 remembrance of it altered m 

my Humour, and that thoſe ſweet and agreeable © IU 'w 

Converſations, which had always been my de- t] 

light, began to be troubleſome ; yes, certainly bi 

it was in ſolitary Retirements, for which before 1 

I had an Averſion, becauſe they created Troubles n 

and Uneaſinels, which are Enemies to Beauty, I it 

| where I found my content; there I conſumed 
away with Grief, there I was continually in ap- 
prehenſions and fears, and notwithſtanding thole 
pains, that failed not to encreaſe, when I was in 
private, ſeem'd fo agreeable to me, that I pre- 
ter d them to all the Diverſions in the World. 
The Queen, was the moit ready to perceive that 

Alteration, but as the believed, as well as all 

the Court, that Alcanor was the Subject of my 

= Thoughts, ſhe imagin'd that the melancholy, 

= which appear'd in my Face, proceeded from the 

dithculty of his Recovery: Thus I was not di- 

ſturb'd upon the change of my Humour, and that 

wes which was almoit indifferent to me, ſerv'd me 
for a favourable pretence ro ſecure me from con- 
ſtraint: One Day, when I was alone in my Cham 
ber, and that being ſad, even to Excels, I was 
muling on theſe things, which were my perpetual 

Entertainment, a Man pale in his Countenance, 

diforder'd in his Dreſs, and all over in a Sweat 4 

through diligence, having found the Door open, 

eptred without Civility. I did not at firit know F} | 
him; nevertheleſs, after having beheld him, the 

SS anger I was in for being interrupted, did not hin- 

der me trom recollecting my ſelf. Oh | how was 

A LI furpriz'dito fee him, and the agitations and 

Wa fears, which us d to polleſs me, how did they re- 

= double. However, defirous L was to know che 
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occaſion of his Voyage, I had nat the Courage 
to ask him, and whatever endeavours I made uſe 
of to riſe from the Place where I was, I found 
my Legs as unable to ſupport me, as>my mouth - 
was to ſpeak, Madam, 1aid he, be not ſurpriz'd 
that I have the preſumption to preſent my felf _ } 
before you with fo little reſpect : The loſs which 
J am going to relate, has fo {tun'd me, that having 
no knowledge for my felt, you muit not take it itt, 
it I no longer remember what I owe to others 54 | 
have not, however, forgot fair, but too ſevere 4 

Princeſs, continued he, believing ſtill that Thad not 

known him, that I am that Palmedon, whoſe for- 
tune is fo ſtrictly joyn'd to the Service of the diſ- 
paiiing Meliſtrate, who fince that Hour, when 
in your preſence I had the Honour to fecond him 
with Sword in Hand, in the Gardens of the Pa- 
lace, I ſhould have thought my ſelf ſeparated 
from my felt, if I had not always followed his 
footfteps. Will you not find it ſtrange then, 
that at preſent, being diſtant from him, and per- 

\ haps diſtanced never to ſee him more, that Ido not 
oblerve exactly thoſe Humilities with which Per- 
lons of my Condition ought to appear before you; 
no, Madam, you will pardon my Griet, and per- 

mit me alſo; there drawing forth a Paper which 

I he kiſs'd ſeveral times, he continued, theſe words 

_ writ in Blood, which will inform you of the oo 
caſion of my Tears, and which, in giving ſa 

tisfaction to your cruelty, will make you tee the 
Obedience of a Prince, and whom a great Dil>' 

pair has caus d to periſh. This Speech, of which 

each word was able to create the utmoit Terror, 
put me into ſuch a condition that I had not haas 
great pains to have made my Seat Where I was, 
my Iomb; my Countenanee became pale, and : 3 
my Heart like Ice, my Eyes was Covered all over 
with Darkneſs, and my Sences acted no 3 
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—_ Prarimene. . 
At length, after this mournful extacy, which 
did not laſt long, but which made appear to the 
faithful Palmedon, that I was not that inſenſible 
Prazimene, or whom Meliſh ate would die, I took 


a cold Sweat in trembling, I opened e Moſt cer- 
tain I know not how it came about that I did not 
ERelapſe into thoſe -Acrtidents from which I was 
— juit recovered, when I beheld the Characters, 
-» Mey were of Blood, and the Pains with which 
they were formed were vifible, by the inegality 

there appear'd to be throughout the whole. 
Gods! cry'd I, give me but Judgment enough, 
and Courage withal to read this moſt wonderful 


was poſſible for me, I read theſe Words, whieh will 


never eſcape my Memory. Wu 
| © Aclitrate to Pazimene. 
Fl TY Etuc'd to the Terms of pleaſing you for the fu- 


ture, tho" happy words will inform you by what 
means I pretend to become agreeable to you, W them 
not, your peruſat, fimce you will thereby underftand 
the Accompliſhmens of ſome one of your Deſires, ne- 
rer had the raſh deſign of writing to you entred into 


did not excuſe the Liberty; I take it then, Madam, 
in initation of thoſe Criminals, *+who think to abate 
|”. ſomething of their Crime, when after having blaſphe-. 
med a; amſt Heaven, they adareſt themſelces to Hea- 
ten again, to demand pardon for ſo doing; in like 


: if * able Princeſs from whom my Prayers would abtain that 
= bad reudred m 
F 5 


e aid, like ou, has reveng'd your Cauſe; lu: 


bee is thas dieren in it, "that my Sentence wa: 
SS - pronounc'd by ihe Lips f a Maid" Dicine;" and tba: 
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the Letter Which he ſtill held; and all wet with 


Letter, at length, forcing my ſelf as much as it 


m Thoughts, if the condition ere 1 find my ſelf, | 


manner hain: offended you, it 15 of you moſt adore-. 


WE TT might die in peace. I accus'd my ſelf, as ſoon as I 
SH yg fel gu, you have condennied "me, 
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A; 4 Mortal Maid was the cauſe of its Execution; you 
* are then at the point of being ah Jan there- 
bs fore ready to die, and upon one fingle Mord of your 
k | AMouth depends my Happmeſs o1D:ſpair 3Pronounce it 
h* fl ' if you Ta e, but pronounce it in my favour, conſider 


Y that if the Sat igaction is not equal to the Crime, at 

Wt _ leaſt there can be none greater then Death it ſelf "+ | 
38 ſhall recerve it with all my Heart, and ſhall not re- 

8 tard to follow it, only to know, if your juſlice pre- 
P tends to any thing further; T ſhall moſt ae e 

ty with content, if that be contented, whereas if that is | 
ky not . the Grave cannot put an end tomy 

n, | © 'ief and Sorrow. . E N 
ee is nor Dead then, ſaid I, more rejoye'd at 


1 | the end, then at the begining of that Letter; 
No, Madam, anſwered the afflicted Pulmedon, but 
ne will ſoon be dead. Is there no Remedy, ad- 

ded 1, to fave his Life. No, continued he, re- 
neu ing of his Tears : But purſued I, it the means 


„ | Has been found out to prolong it to him until 
+ | fuch time as he can hear from me, I ought to 
m believe that he is not mortally wounded, ſince it 
: | will ce impoſſible to deter his Death ſo many days 
5 as your Journey requires. It W true, Madam, an- 
0 ſwered Falmedon, that he is not mortally wound- 
f ea, nevertheleſs it is impoſſible that he ſhould 
, Live; he has permitted his Wounds to be taken 


care of; but to preſgve it until he has zeteived | 
it from my Mouth the Pardon which I an eme 
to demand of you for him; as ſoon as 1 all 
o bave told him the Succeſs of my fatal diligence, 
nis deſigu is to hinder the cont inuation off Reme- 
dies, without the aſſiſlance of which, he mit 
undoubtedly Periſh 5 and if I ſhould command 
him ic live, and let him know how much Þ cn 
 demn his diſpair, I interrupted Rim, what avall » 
happen then, he will live without doubt, q 
 Palmedon, and when 1 did aſſure you that it was 
| | impoſſi- 
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256 Pratzimene. == 
impoſſible, but he mutt die, it was becauſe I held 


Meliſtrate is dead, if you continue cruel ; 
but Melifefate lives, if your rigour is no more; 


= red cout of that great diſorder, which 1 could 
= not conceal, if his Recovery depends upon the 
= Alteration of my will. Ah! Madam,anſwered Tal- 
medonte, throwing himſelf at my Feet, what 

_ Miracles do you work at one and the ſame time; 
Mleliſtrate is not only rais'd at that word, the 


don, that is before you, are equally. preſerv'd: 
pet, fair Princeſs, the grace which you have done 
to Meliftrate extends it ſelf on all theſe which L 
mention, inſomuch that Mia at one and the 
lame time is owing to youu for a moſt excellent Ge- 


incredulous for this extream favour, at leaſt be 


thole things which are extraordinary receives no 
Injury, altliolat firit they do notfind an eaſyentrance 
into the Mind; and notwithſtanding, anſwered 
J, in raiſing him, I deſire that this truth may 
make ſuch an impreſſion upon yours, that 
hen you make a Report of it ro Melifrate, it 
mold be with fo much perſwaſion as if he re- 
.ceived-it from my own. Mouth, with this charge 
/nevertheleſs, that the Secrgrt of this Friendſh 
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mp ſelf, wumay believe it Madam, purſued he, 
„and may lawfully aſpire to that fab our, ſince I 
dhe made a Vow to die in ſerving him. I ſhall 
e, if you pleaſe; the faithful Megiator ot fo 
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e conſidenee lepos d in me, that the moit ſub- 
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= Gods, added I, and of Which eur growing At- 
1 | _ fechon 


© 
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3 4 that Remedy to be impoſſible to be obtained. 


he ſnall not die then, anſwered I, almoſt recove- 


Soldiery that follows him, and the ſame Palme- 


neral and a powerful Army. But if I am not 


not offer ded if for ſome little time I make a doubt 


all not be imparted but between him, you, and 


 oacred an. Affection, I will govern ſo dextrouſl7 


end intereſted ſhall not diſcover it; it is f 
what! 1 ſhall particularly return thanks to the 


fection may ſand in need. But Nlmedon do nt 
pʒou dilcern upon my Countenance the deſire that 1ů 
have in my 7 ; do not you know that with an 
abundance of fear I have an abundanceof curiofiry, | 
I apprehend the Wounds of Meliftrate, and defire 
| to know how he came by them. I am going to 
tell you, ſaid he, and to tell you at the lame time 
the moſt wonderful conſtancy, aud tragical Hi- 
ſtory that. you ever heard; it is not divulged. 
hear as yet, becauſe my dear Maiter did with 2 
that the News of it might not arrive before he: 
had underſtood whit her you would pardon him 
the Fault, which you would not have had him 
to have committed, to the end that whether he 
died with the Diſpair to ſce you, . ſtill reſent his | 
Offence, or that your Bounty had forgiven it, 
the noile of his Wounds ſhould not have reach d. 
the Court until that of his Death. 1 ſhould 
F continue, Madam. Said Pag imene, in renewing, 
her Tears, and ſhould. endeavour to give a mot 
int ire latisfaction to your defire, having as yet 
but Rarn'd the leaſt accidents of my Fortune, if 
| was not afraid to tire you by a too long Con- 
yerfation; the fineſt recitals become very dit-- 
agreeable when the recital goes beyond a ecxzain 
term wherein the Ear rather Languiſhes then Li- 
ſtens; tor a ſtronger reaſon ought. my Diſcourſe 
to be troubleſome, failing in that Beauty Which 
it ought to have. That nevertheleſs, if your hg e. 
tience is not tired, nor your curioſity glutted. 
am ready to purſue the Relation af my Adven- 
tures as ſoon as the Tears which the remembrance = 
of a Prince who Loves me ought inceſſantly to 
4aw Tears from my Eyes, will give me the Li- 
I berty: No, Madam, interrupted Azalinda, 1. 
ſhall not pretend to lay any conſtraint you. 
n 1 enough to have engag'd you ina Nea IF 
viuch cannot de pleaſing to you; fince it renews 
your Grief, withou es you to retain thoſe: 
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: This zetulal nevertheleſs is no — 
Dünt your civilty can attribute to your Dif. 
ie is too auch of Attraction and 


- 


ems; 5 ind vou Fortune is too admirable to 


V E Defice of hearing ng them, or to tire my 
3 Ho far from that,” it rather ſhews 


5 b — Jeſteem it, ſince remitting it to ano- 


N is to lay a reſtraint upon my ſelf, 
s have another time a longer Enjoyment. 

r — bp not ꝑut an end to their Conver- 
in. were added te 


3 and that retiring to 
i e, in ber Pavillion the went to 


